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TRINIDAD SYMPOSIUM
For more than a year the Colora

do Historical Society worked
vigorously to put together a mean
ingful and spirited trail sympo
sium, which was held this past
September in Trinidad. Barbara
Sudler and Marianne Lorenz with
their staff in Denver and Joy Poole
in Trinidad can take pride that the
event proved a major success.
More than 230 people registered
officially, and an additional
undetermined number attended
portions of the program.

Highlights of the three-day
gathering included an inspiring
keynote address by Marc Simmons
on poetry of the trail, a major ad
dress by prominent western auth
or David Lavender, a session in
honor of the late trail scholar Mor
ris Taylor, a lecture on trail
women-Indian, Hispanic and
Anglo-by Dr. Sandra Myres. and
a series of fine panels. A slide
lecture presented by J ere Krakow
was so warmly received on Satur
day night, while some partici
pants were away at Bent's Fort,
that he has been invited back next
year. Weather proved perfect
throughout, particularly for an
open-air lunch at the Baca-Bloom
complex on Friday. Those who
stayed over on Sunday for the
train ride through Raton Pass were
richly rewarded

Special thanks is owed to Pre
sident Tom Sullivan and.everyone
at Trinidad State Junior College.
the host institution. Additional
funding and support were provid
ed by "the Colorado Endowment for
the Hum~nities, the Ballantine
Family Cha(J,table Fund, the Amer
ican AssocIation of University
Women and the Trinidad Histor
ical Society.

Not to be forgotten are Sam Ar
nold, for exercising his pioneer
culinary skills at Bent's Fort, the
A. R. Mitchell Memorial Museum
and Gallery for hosting an out
standing reception, the book ex
hibitors, the Raton residents who
met the Sunday train and served
as tour guides, and everyone else

"The Santa Fe Trail lives
on!"

Marc Simmons
Keynote Address. 1986 Symposium

who pitched in so generously.
For many participants, the sym

posium was the first event of its
kind they had attended. While a
few hitches developed along the
way, most people agreed that the
gathering offered a wonderful op
portunity to learn about the trail,
meet others who shared their in
terests and in the bargain have
a good time. The three days came
to an end with everyone looking
forward to Hutchinson in 1987.,

An important outcome for the fu
ture of the trail, and for those who
are interested in preserving, pro
tecting and promoting its phy
sical remains. extensive history
and fascinating lore, was the
organization of the Santa Fe Trail
Council. See President Simmons's
column on page 2 for details.

AWARDS CEREMONY
A highlight of the Trinidad get

together was an awards ceremony
held at the conclusion, of the
Council's first business meeting.
The eight recipients were singled
out for their exceptional service
and outstanding contributions to
the Santa Fe Trail. By focusing at
tention on their accomplish
ments, the Council hoped to en
courage others to work for the pre
servation of the' trail and to learn
more about its history.

The honorees who received
handsome plaques were ar
cheologist Earl Monger, Lamed,
KS; William Wheatley, Clayton,
NM; Katharine B. Kelley and the
late Amelia J. Betts, Baldwin City,
KS; Alta B. Page, Albuquerque, NM;
Gregory Franzwa, Gerald, MO;
Ralph Hathaway, Chase, KS; and
Paul Bentrup, Deerfield, KS.

(continued on page 2)

SANTA FE TRAIL BILL
Early in 1986 the Oregon

California Trail Association (OC
TA) initiated efforts to introduce
a congressional bill that would
bring the Santa Fe Trail under jur
isdiction of the National Park
Service by including itwithid the
National Historic Trails system.
In April OCTA paid the expenses
of a delegation to lobby in Wash
ington on behalf of such a bilt.
Participating were President Tom
Hunt, Vice-President Barbara
Magerl, and Board Member Greg'
Franzwa for OCTA. and Marc Sim
mons and Sylvia Mooney for the
soon-to-be-formed Santa FeTrail
Council. .

Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM)
agreed to sponsor the bill, and
seventeen co-sponsors, mostly
from trail states, were soon ad
ded. Colorado Rep. Hank Brown
was among the strongest advo
cates. A snag developed during
hearings as' several ranchers
expressed fears that the bilt
would open the way for a loss of
some of their land. That concern
brought a compromise prohibiting
the federal government from
acquiring property for the trail
without the owner's approval.
Subsequently, the bilt passed the
HofR with bipartisan support.

In the Senate the bill was co
sponsored by all ten senators
representing the five trail states,
with Senator Nancy Kassebaum (R
KS) taking the lead. The measure
seemed to be moving toward final
passage when it got caught in the
Public Lands Subcommittee.OCTA
initiated a letter and phone cam
paign to move it out, but the Sen
ate recessed before that could
happen. However, the Subcommit
tee Chairman Malcolm Wallop (R
WY) has promised that the bill
will be the first order of business
when Congress reconvenes.
Chimces for passage remain
excellent. We owe a large debt
of thanks to-OCTAl



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
During the first trail symposium

in Trinidad, September 12-13,
1986: I assisted in organizing the
new Santa Fe Trail Council and
agreed to serve as provisional
president until the first formal
meeting of the Executive Board to
be held .at the Hutchinson sympo
si um in 1987. At that time the
bylaws will be adopted and the
Council will be fully operational.
Also the first regular election of
officers will take place.

In the meanwhile, an organiza
tion is in place, programs are be
ing developed, and the initial is
sue of Wagon Tracks, with a
solicitation for memberships has
been distributed. We are fortun
ate that distinguished trail
scholar Dr. Leo E. Oliva bas kindly
consented to assume the dual re
sponsibilities of editor and publi
sher of this newsletter.

The Executive Board, which now
has final authority in setting
Council policies, consists of two
representatives from each of the
five trail states, plus seven at
large members. They are: from
Mi ssouri, Mark L. Gardner and Syl
via Mooney; from Kansas, Leo E.
Oliva and Ruth Olson (Secretary);
from Oklahoma, Bill Pitts and Dan
iel Muldoon; from Colorado, Joy
Poole (Executive Vice-President)
and David A. Sandoval; from New
Mexico, Marc Simmons (Pre
sident) and Dan Murphy; and 8.t
l~rge, John Tarabino (Treasurer),
Leslie Wildesen, Michael E. Dun
can, Jere L. Krakow, Barbara
Peirce (1987 Symposium Coordi
nator), Adrian Bustamante, and
Michael E. Pitel (Publicity
Coordinator).

Both the Trinidad Symposium
and the progress of the Santa Fe
Trail Bill in Congress have focu
sed the national spotlight on the
trail (see accompanying stories
on each). Press coverage has
been wide and intensive. Even the
New York Times ran a feature on
the trail, though it managed to
misspell "Santa Fe" in the head
line. Interest seems to be at an
all-time high, which means that
the Council has entered the pic-

'ture at the right moment.
We need to build our member

ship as quickly as possible. The
officers and board are still wres
tling with some nettlesome prob
lems of administration and proce
dure, but these should be ironed
out soon. I ought to add too that
I have taken to heart a numberof
criticisms over the "railroading"

procedures I used in Trinidad to
bring the Council into being. I can
only say that I took the steps
necessary to get us launched and
that all business in the future will
be conducted according to the
bylaws and the accepted rules of
order.

Let us all work together to build
a sound and exciting Council-one
that will benefit the Santa Fe
Trail.

-Marc Simmons

HUTCHINSON SYMPOSIUM
The Council has elected to hold

a trail symposium every two
years, in odd-numbered years.
Since the first symposium occur
red in an even year, 1986, itwas
decided that the next one should
be in 1987 (September 25-27) to
place us on our regular schedule.
The symposium following that
will be in 1989,probably ata trail
city in New Mexico.

The 1987 Symposium is
scheduled for Hutchinson, Kan
sas and is under the direction of
Barbara Peirce. Hutchinson Com
munity College will serve as host
institution, with the support of
co-sponsors, the HUtchinson
Public Library, Reno County His
torical Museum, Dillon Outdoor
Education Center and the Kansas
Cosmosphere. A letter from HCC
President James H. Stringer, ex
tending an advance welcome to
the symposium, was read at the
first general business meeting in
Trinidad.

Barbara is well along in plan
ning a lively program that will dif
fer in several respects from the
first symposium. However, those
planning to attend can look for
ward to our standard lectures,
panels and tours. But be prepared
for some surprises, also.

In even-numbered years, ardent
trail buffs will still have a confer
ence they can attend-the Santa
Fe Trail Center's Rendezvous in
Larned. Begun in 1980, this bien
nial gathering held in late March
always draws an enthusiastic
crowd.

AWARDS CEREMONY
(continued from page 1)

The event received good press
coverage and reflected favorably
upon the new Council. Some of the
recipients were the subject of a
lengthy story by their local
papers. For example, the Great
Bend Tribune published a fine
write-up on the work of Earl Mon-
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ger, and columnist Howard Bryan
of the Albuquerque Tribune gave
a good account of Mrs. Alta B.
Page·s generous lID-acre dona
tion of the Boggsville, CO site to
the Pioneer Historical Society of
Bent County.

Members 'should begin thinking
of worthy individuals for next
year's awards. Nominations can
be sent to the president.

(Note: As this issue of WT was
going to press, word was received
of the death of Earl Monger of
Larned.)

MEMBERSHIPS
An application for membership

in the Santa Fe Trail Council is
enclosed with this first issue of
Wagon Tracks. Dues paid now
will cover the calendar year of
1987. By joining you will helpget
the Council on solid footing and
will be supporting the programs
to benefit the trail that it is trying
to develop. Every person who
joins is encouraged to try and
sign up at least one additional
new member.

Specific benefits to members at
this point include a membership
card" subscription to Wagon
Tracks, annual roster of mem
bers, and all mailings from the
Council, including advance an
nouncement of the Symposium and
preregistration materials. We
hope to expand the benefits as the
Council continues to take shape.

Wagon Tracks IS the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail Council, a non-prollt
organization incorporated under the laws
of the State of Colorado. Letters are wel
come, but they become the property of
WT and may be edited or abridged at the
editor's discretion. All rights reserved. InqUir
Ies can be directed to the appropriate ad
dresses below. Annual subscriphons are
obtained through membership In the Council,
whose dues are fixed per calendar year.
Checks should be made payable to the
Santa Fe Trail Council and sent to the
treaslKer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Life $500
Institutional $100/year
Corporate $100/year
Patron $JOO/year
Supporting $50/year
Family $15/year
Individual $10/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675
President: Marc Simmons, Box 51, Cerrillos,
NM 87010
Executive V-P: Joy Poole, P. O. Box 472,
Trinidad, CO 81082
Secretary: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Lamed, KS 67550
T,.asurer: John Tarabino, Tnnidad State Jun
ior College, 600 Prospect, Tnnidad, CO 81082
1987 Symposium Coordinator. Barbara
Peirce, Hutchinson CommunIty College, 1300
N. Plum, Hutchinson, KS 67502
Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel, Tano
Rd., AI. 4, Box 240. Santa Fe, NM 87501



JOIN OUR SISTER ORGANIZATION
THE OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAIL ASSOCIATION

and receive the handsome quarterly
OVERLAND JOURNAL

which includes material on the Santa Fe Trail
Inquiries: OCTA, Box 42, Gerald, MO 63037

(Watch for story on OCTA in next WT)

MARKER FUND
During the first symposium more

than $280 was raised toward the
establishment of a marker fund.
The money came from the raffle
of trail books held during the bu
siness meeting. Those making
donations for the raffle included
Jack D. Rittenhouse, Marc Sim
mons, Allan Maybee, Leo and Bon
ita Oliva, the University of New
Mexico Press and the Kansas Her
itage Center.

As the fund grows, a commi ttee
will be named to review trail sites
in need of markers. According to
Greg Franzwa, the Oregon-Cali
fornia Trail Association recently
set aside $2,000 to place new
markers atgravesites alongwest
ern trails. This sort of project can
make a very positive and visible
contribution.

DRAGOON CREEK SITES
Trail buff Daniel Swick of Burl in

game, KS hopes to see access im
proved to important si tes near the
Dragoon Creek Crossing. In this
vicinity, one of several branches
from Fort Leavenworth joined the
main Santa Fe Trail.

Besides the Crossing, points of
interest here include the ruins of
the Havana SJage Station, Pvt.
Samuel Hunt's "'grave, trail ruts,
and a DAR marker. Together, they
probabl.y merit declaration as the
Dragoon. Creek Complex. Persons
interested in these sites should
contact Swick at RR 1-H, Box 66,
Burlingame, KS 66413. Incidenta1
ly, he informs us that a cavalry
·sabre was once plowed up near
the Hunt grave.

GIRL SCOUTS TO TAKE
TRAIL WALK

A nationwide celebration in
1987 will mark the 75th anniver
sary of the Girl Scouts, Inc. To
help commemorate the event,
councils in Missouri and Kansas
will sponsor a program called
"Discover the Santa Fe Trail."-
According to Evelyn Bartlow,
Volunteer Santa Fe Trail Coordi-

nator for Jackson County, Mis
souri, Girl Scout troops and their
families will be encouraged to
walk sections ofthe trail anytime
during 1987.

What has been designated as
the "Major Trail Walk" will take
place June 6-14. Participants
wi 11 then go to Fort Lamed for a
special celebration on June 20.
Planning assistance has been
provided by noted trail scholar
Pauline Fowler of Independence
and by Barbara Magerl, Overland
Park, who is vice-president of the
Oregon-California Trails Associa
tion. Information is available
from Mrs. Bartlow, 54 Woodbridge
Lane, Kansas City, MO 64145.

GOLD RUSH
Maryruth Greenwood who writes

for the Hugoton Hermes on the
Cimarron Cutoff did a story recent
ly about the "Lost Frenchmen's
Gold at Flag Spring." Such old
tales about buried treasure are
usually more myth than fact, but
they form an interesting part of
local folklore.

In this case quite a few people
in southwestern Kansas took the
yarn as gospel truth. Indeed,
three residents of Hugoton loaded
up picks and shovels and wander
ed down to Flag Spring jn the Ok
lahoma panhandle. Returning
home they announced discovery
of the treasure and displayed
ingots alleged to be of pure gold
and worth millions. Th~ news cre
ated a sensation and the IRS was
said to be sending in a man to
claim the government's share.

No one is saying straight out
that the whole thing was a hoax,
but folks living along that section
of the trail now seem to have come
to that conclusion.
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POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS-

[The following is an extract from
a letter addressed to the Colorado
Endowment for the Humanities
which provided a significant por~
tion of the funding for the Trinidad
Symposium.]
Greetings:

I speak for many people who may
not have the opportunity to write
and thank you for helping make
the symposium possible. Your
timing was excellent. This is one
of those subjects of enormous im
portance in which interest seems
to wax and wane over genera
tions. For several years now
those of us dedicated to the trail
have noticed increasing atten
dance at lectures, better sales of
?ooks, etc., with an upswing of
Interest. The symposium took this
tide at the full and capitalized on
it. The formation of the Council,
especially, which this sympo
sium facilitated, may have made
the gains permanent. Your money
was well spent, with benefits that
will be visible i'ri years not yet
numbered.

Dan Murphy
National Park Service

Santa Fe, NM
• • • • •

A letter from Mable Sutton of
Pueblo, CO poses a question for
the Council. She writes: "I need
some assistance in identifying a
site along the Santa Fe Trail. Our
family history indicates that a
John Burland was buried at Rock
Corral on the trail when he was
killed coming home from the Mex
ican War.

"I have been unable to locate
this campsite in any of the'read
ings I have done. Ifyou can assist
me in identifying this area, I
would greatly appreciate it."

Marc Simmons answers: ''The
Rock Corral was the last stop on
the trail abou¥- ten miles south
east of Santa Fe. in the vicinity
of today's Lamy Junction. It is
first mentioned in a soldier's dia
ry of 1847. Another soldier in 1858
stated: 'The Rock Corral is a hum
bug being about 15 ft. square and
two ft. high.' That description
would suggest the enclosure was
then in ruins. John Udell on his
way to California in 1859 says
there was a fork in the road at
the Rock Corra I, the left hand turn
ing south toward Albuquerque and
the right continuing on to Santa
Fe.

"Some time later the Rock Corral
Stage Station was built at the



site. At least one passenger in the
1870s reports that his coach's
horses were changed there. A
story in the Weekly New Mex
ican, May 18, 1878, declared that
the station had burned. It may
have been rebuilt, but if so it
would have been abandoned early
in 1880 with the arrival of the
railroad."

Anyone with more infonnation on
this site is asked to communicate
with Simmon s or Oliva.

~"•.,;~ :-~~ '~.~:;;'.:;_.:>.,;;.: 
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICE5-
David Dary, Entrepreneurs of the

-Old West. New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1986. Pp. xi, 368. Illus.,
index. $22.95.

Distinguished author, Professor
of Journalism at the University of
Kansas, and friend of the Santa
Fe Trail, David'Dary is best known
for his prize-winning Buffalo
Book and Cowboy Culture. This
new work 'is a skillfully drawn
portrait of the adventurous entre
preneurs who brought capitalism
to the nineteenth-century Amer
ican West.

Those interested in the Santa Fe
Trail will discover much of value ,
beginning in Chapter 2, "Over the
Road to Santa Fe." The section on
"Military Posts and Freighters" al
so contains useful insights on
Southwestern commerce, and
there is good coverage of the
Bents. According to one reviewer,
Dary's purpose is to explain "what
happened when eastern business
methods collided with western in
dividualism." This book is highly
recommended.

• • • • •
C. Robert Haywood, Trails South:
The Wagon-Road Economy in the
Dodge City-Panhandle Region.
Nonnan: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1986. Pp. xv, 312. Notes,
bibliography, illus., index.
$19.95.

After the Santa Fe Trail was
superseded by the railroad,
freighting trails branched out to
open new regions. Haywood con
siders the history and signifi
canc,e of three such trails running
south from Dodge City to the Ok
lahoma and Texas panhandles
during the 1870s and 1880s:
Dodge City-Fort Supply Trail,
Tascosa-Dodge City Trail, and the

Jones and Plummer Trail. While
these trails had particular his
tories, they shared much in com
mon with other freighting routes
throughout the West.

One can learn much here about
freighting and stagecoaching bu
sinesses and the entrepreneurs
who made wheels turn, about the
men who handled teams and drove
stages and the equipment they
used, and about the characters
who operated road stations and
how they succeeded or failed.
Serious trail buffs and scholars
will welcome this reliable
account of hitherto little-known
roads and the economic region
that developed around them.

• • • • •
Marc Simmons, Fol1owing the

t
San

ta Fe Trail: A Guide for Modern
Travelers. New revised edition.
Santa Fe: Ancient City Press,
1986. Pp. xviii, 214. Maps, illus.,
index. Paper, $12.95.

Since Simmons's first edition of
this remarkable guidebook was
pr,inted in 1984, anyone interest
ed in following a portion or all
of the road to Santa Fe 'could find
nothing comparable for directions
or succihct historical explana
tions about numerous important
sites, landmarks, ruts, markers,
monuments, and museums. Based
on careful research in records and
actual visits to the places de
scribed, the book is an inspira
tion as well as a guide, contain
ing recommended readings, travel
tips, and fascinating tidbits
along with the detailed instruc
tions of how to .get from one point
to another.

This new edition is considera
bly exp'inded, with more maps and
illustrations, more detailed dir
ections, and corrective revi
sions. Readers will appreciate
that this edition is typeset in
stead of typescript and welcome
the addition of an index. Anyone
traveling the trail will find this
guide invaluable in seeking con
tact with places where history
happened, and those who have the
first edition are advised to place
it on the shelf and buy this one
to read and carry along that en
chanted route. For those who want
to make that trip and cannot, the
next best thing will be to study
this book along with some ofSim
mons's recommendations for fur
ther reading.
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COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENT5

UNCLE DICK'S TOLL ROAD
Ex-mountain man and trail

freighter Uncle Dick Wootton ap
plied to the colorado legislature
in the winter of 1865 for a charter
authorizing him to construct a toll
road on the Santa Fe Trail between
Trinidad and the New Mexico line.
The result was an act, passed just
before the legislature adjourned,
which is printed below. JoyPoole
discovered it in the Session Law
of Colorado, 1865, p. 117, and
furnished us a copy.

AN ACT
TO INCORPORATE THE TRINIDAD,

RATOON [RATON] MOUNTAIN ROAD.
Be it enacted by the Council and
House of Representatives of Colo
rado Territory:

Sec. ,. That Richard L. Wootten,
his legal associates and sucCes
sors, are hereby constituted and
declared a body politic and corpo
rate, by the name and style of "The
Trinidad and Ratoon Mountain Wa
gon Road Company," and by that
name shall be capable of making
contracts, of sueing and being
sued, impleading and being im
pleaded, in all matters whatsoever,
in all courts of law and equity 10
this territory, and may have and
use a common seal which may be
altered at pleasure, which corpora
tion hereby created shall continue
for the term of ten years.

Sec. 2. Said company shall have
power to construct a wagon road
from Trinidad, upon the Purgatory
[Purgatoire] river, in Huerfano
county, thence to some point upon
the southern line of the Territory
of Colorado, through and over the
Ratoon [Raton] Mountains by way
of, or as near as possible to the
old route known as the Santa Fe
and Bent's Old Fort road, and said
company shall have power to make
and afterwards to alter all needful
rules and regulations for the gov
ernment of said company.

Sec. 3. Said company shan have
power to collect such tolls as may
be fixed by the county commission
ers of Huerfano county, and any
person who shall pass the gate or
gates on said road and shall neg
lect or refuse to pay the toll, auth
orized to be taken by said commis
sioners, shall forfeit and pay
twenty-five dollars, to be recover
ed by an action of debt by said
corporators.

Sec. 4. The county commission
ers of Huerfano county or anyone
of them shall be authorized to ex
amine said road at any time, and
if they or anyone of them deem
the road in bad condition they or
he shall give the owners thereof
written notice of the facts so con
sidered, when if not prepared in



thirty days, or a reason-able time,
the charter shall be null and of no
effect, and no person shall be liable
to pay toll thereon.

Sec. 6. All fines accrueing under
the provisions of this act shall be
paid into the county treasury for
the use of common schools of this
territory.

Sec. 6. This act shall take effect
and be in force from and after its
passage.

Approved February 10th, 1866.
• • • • •

WInCH WAY TO SANTA FE?
On May 24. 1846. Dr. Frederick

A. Wislizenus of St. Louis record
ed the following observation.
Memoir of a Tour to Northern
Mexico . .. in 1846 and 1847.
printed in Sen. Misc. Doc. No. 26.
30th Cong.• 1st Sess.:

This morning we passed the road
to Oregon, that leaves, about eight
miles from Round Grove, the Santa
Fe road, and turns to the right to
wards the Kansas [river]. A way
f?ost had been put there, marked:
'Road to Oregon."
Either that sign post was gone a
few weeks later or a group of sol
diers took another branch of the
trail. for Lucian J. Eastin, a sol
dier in the Cole County Infantry
which left Fort Leavenw0rth on
June 29, declared in a letter dated
July 14, 1846, to the PlatteAn~us

and reprinted in the Missouri
Democrat at Fayette, MO. Septem
ber 2, 1846:
. . . We took the Oregon road, in
stead of that to Santa Fe and went
twelve miles before we discovered
our error. In returning two of the
wagons broke down, by which we
were detained two days.

July 4th. We at last got fairly on
the Santa Fe route....

• • • • •
DESIGNATING THESANTAFE
TRAIL AS A NATIONAL ms
TORIC TRAIL

The following excerpts regard
ing House Bill 4794 are from the
Congressional Record. Septem
ber 16, 1986, H6914-H6916:
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

(a) Designation.-Section 5(a) of
the National Trails System Act (16
U.S.C. 1244(a) is amended by ad
ding the following new paragraph
at the end thereof:

"(14) The Santa Fe National His
toric Trail, a trail of approximately
950 miles from a point near Old
Franklin, Missouri, through Kan
sas, Oklahoma, and Colorado to
Santa Fe. New Mexico, as generally
depicted on a map entitled "The
Santa Fe Trail" contained in the Fin
al Report of the Secretary of the
Interior pursuant to subsection (b)
of this section, dated July 1976.

The map shall be on file and availa
ble for public inspection in the of
fice of the Director of the National
Park Service, Washington, District
of Columbia. The trail shall be
administered by the Secretary of
the Interior. No lands or interests
therein outside the exterior bound
aries of any federally administered
area may be acquired by the Feder
al Government for the Santa Fe Trail
except with the consent of the
owner thereof. Before acquiring
any easement or entering into any
cooperative agreement with a
private landowner with respect to
the trail, the Secretary shall notify
the landowner of the potential
liability, if any, for in jury to the pub
lic resulting from physical condi
tions which may be on the landow
ner's land. The United States shall
not be held liable by reason of such
notice or failure to provide such no
tice to the landowner. So that sig
nificant route segments and sites
recognized as associated with the
Santa Fe Trail may be distinguished
by suitable markers, the Secretary
of the Interior is authorized to
accept the donation of suitable
markers for placement at appro
priate locations".
Remarks of Bruce Vento (MN).
ch~irman of the 3ubcommittee on
National Parks and Recreation:

The designation of the Santa Fe
Trail as a national historic trail is
worthy of our support. From 1822
to 1880, the trail, extending some
950 miles from Missouri to Santa
Fe, NM, was one of America's most
important commercial routes, es
tablished to expedite trade with the
Spanish of the Southwest. It also
served a a major military and gov
ernmental link with the newly
acquired territories of the South
western United States.

Many historic sites associated
with the Old West are found along
the Santa Fe Trail, with five of
these sites now units of the Nation
al Park System. Today because of
development and the weathering
process, much of the actual trail
is obliterated, with only small scat
tered segments remaining where
the original trail ruts can be seen.
Nevertheless, the Santa' Fe Trail
provides significant historical and
interpretative value to present and
future generations interested in
this unique piece of Americana.
Remarks of Bill Richardson (NM):

Mr. Speaker, there is great public
interest and involvement in this
legislation. Just this past weekend
more than 230 historians, librar
ians, and history buffs from com
munities along the trail gathered for
a 3-day seminar at Trinidad State
Junior College in Colorado. One of
the interestinQ conclusions that
surfaced at thiS weekend seminar
is that historical accounts of the
trail do not give enough importance
to the role of Hispanic merchants
who traveled East from Santa Fe
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to purchase goods from merchants
in Missouri and the East. It is espe
cially appropriate for me to share
this with my colleagues today as
we celebrate Hispanic Heritage_
Week.
Remarks of Hank Brown (CO):

It has been over 100 years since
the steam engine brought the San
ta Fe Trail to an end. However,
many sites of historic significance
remain today. The designation of
the Santa Fe Trail as a historic trail
would help to retain that history
and would aid modern travelers in
locating areas of historic signifi
cance.•..

Mr. Speak,er, the Santa Fe Trail
is the \ story of America and her
commerce. H.R. 4794 would enable
us to preserve this important ele
ment of American history while pro
tecting the rights of those people
who continue to earn their living
along the trail. It is a delicate
balance, but one that is achieved
through this legislation. I urge my
colleagues to support its passage.
Action taken:

The question was taken •.. and
the bill. as amended, was passed.

BENT REUNION PLANNED
The "Bent Descendants Celebra

tion Committee" in conjunction
with Bent's Old Fort Historical As
sociation has announced plans
for a Bent descendants' reunion
at Bent's Fort in the summer of
1987. The purpose is to paytrib
ute to the legacy of William Bent
and his Cheyenne wives Owl Wo
man and Yellow Woman by ack
nowledging and honoring the des
cendants of Mr. Bent and these
Cheyenne women.

Four of the five children of Wil
liam Bent (Mary was the excep
tion) married and lived among
their maternal Cheyenne people.
These four were Robert. George.
JUlia. and Charles. Many contem
porary Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
Kiowa tribal enrol1ees possess
ing Bent blood are from the fami
lies of George's seven children
and the ,children of his sister,
Julia Gurrier. A composite listing
of families descended from Wil
liamBent includes many of the Bu-
shyheads, Harrisons, Bents,
Pratts. Whitebirds. Bringing
Goods. Bears. Whites. Kaulaitys.
and Geimusaddles. The oldest
surviving descendant of William



-Leo E. Oliva

Bent is the 91-year-old daughter
of George Bent and Standing Out
Woman, Lucy Bent Littleman of
Weatherford, OK.

Celebration plans include a
weekend of activities: introduc
tions of Bent descendants, lec
tures by historians, Cheyenne
drummers and singers with
accompanying dances and
giveaways, a trade fair with
demonstrations by Native Amer
ican craftsmen, food booths and
dedication of a monumen't or
plaque honoring the Bent family.

Many descendants of the Bents
have agreed to attend. The com
mittee is seeking contributions to
help carrY out the planned pro
gram. Anyone desiring further
information or willing to help
should contact Craig Moore
Chairman, Bent Descendants Cele~
bration Committee, Bent's Old Fort
Historical Association, La Junta
CO 81050-9523. '

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to

send notices for this sec
tion; provide location, da
te(s), time(s) and activity.
Remember this is a quarterly.
The next issue should appear
In February so send informa
tion for March and later.
Thank you.

Jan. 25, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Center, Larned, KS, Kansas
Day Celebration and Open
House

Sept. 25-27, 1987: Hutchin
son Community College
Hut~hinson, KS, Santa F~
Trail Council Symposium

FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the first issue of

Wagon Tracks. Please join the
SIT Council and make sure you
receive subsequent releases.
Show this copy to your friends and
invite them to join too. The Coun
cil intends for this to be a quarter
ly publication and to carryall
types of information relating to
the Santa Fe Trail as well as Coun
cil activities. Your letters news
items, suggestions, que'stions
and comments are solicited. If
there is anything you think should
be brought to our attention,
please do so. Just remember there
is limited space (future newslet
ters will probably be only four
pages): We ,mustreserve the right
to decIde what will be used and
to edit as necessary.

Regular features are planned for
every issue, inclUding the pre
sident's and editor's columns,
letters, book notices, documents
and a calendar of upcoming
events. The staff at every institu
ti,on 'and persons in charge of spe
CIal events along the trail are
requested to send dates and
relevant information for the
calendar.

Beginning with the next issue
a series on museums along th~
trail is planned, with one museum
featured' in each newsletter. The
staff at the Santa Fe Trail Center
near Lamed has agreed to launch
this project with a report on that
insti tution.

If space permits an attempt will
be made to include a listing of
new members in each newsletter,
although the anticipated re
sponse to this initial appeal may
preclude that. In any case an an-

nual roster of members will be
distributed as well.

Happy trails!

SANTA FE TRAIL TOUR
August 7-16, 1987

Enjoy a guided tour of the Santa
Fe Trail from Fort Osage, MO to
Santa Fe, following the Cimarron
Route and returning via the Moun
tain Route, with first-class
accommodations along the way.
The tour begins and ends at the
Kansas Museum of History in
Topeka. Co-sponsors include the
Kansas State Historical Society,
Santa Fe Trail Center, and Kansas
Heritage Center. Price is $425 for
the nine-day trip, with a $30 dis
count for those taking it for col
~ege credit. Children accompany
109 two adults may go for $195.
College, credit, 1-3 hours under
graduate or graduate, is available
through Fort Hays State Universi
ty. For further information,
contact:

HERITAGE TOURS
P. O. Box 1

Woodston, KS 67675

WlE W~rNJu V(o)!UJ~

JOIN
THE

SANTA
FE TRAIL

COUNCIL NOW.

Trinidad State Junior College
Santa Fe Trail Council
600 Prospect
Trinidad, CO 81082
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SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN
PRINTS TRAIL TABLOID

by Michael E. Pitel
Last November the Santa Fe New

Mexican published a 16-page tab
loid entitled The Trail to Santa
Fe. The New Mexican is well
known locally for regularly pro
ducing some fine supplements.
The quality of this particular pro
duction conveyed an unusual en
thusiasm for the subject. It is
well researched and written,
carefully assembled, and attrac
tively packaged.

The 17,OOO-circulation Gannett
daily newspaper assigned nine
editors, writers, and photogra
phers to travel the entire length
of the Trail and to interview more
than 65 Trail experts in the five
Trail states.

They selected archival as well
a s contemporary photographs for
the tabloid. They compiled a list
of recommended readings.

A limited supply of the tabloid
is available for travel writers
seeking background information
about the Trail. Interest in the
Trail is expected to increase
among wri ters a s soon a s Con
gress passes legislation desig
nating it a National Historic Trail.

SANTA FE TRAIL BILL
The congressional bill provid

ing for inclusion of the Santa Fe
TlJ"ail within the National Historic
Trails system, initiated last year
by OCTA and reported in detail in
the first issue of Wagon Tracks,
passed the HofR but was tied up
in committee in the Senate when
Congress adjourned in 1986. The
bill must now start again in both
houses, and it has been in
troduced in each, sponsored by
several senators and repre
sentatives from each of the Trail
states. OCTA is again making
plans to testify before the appro
priate committees and do every
thing it can to assure passage of
the bill. Chances for passage
remain excellent. Our debt to OCTA
continues to grow. <J

"The Santa Fe Trail lives
on!"

Marc Simmons
Keynote Address, 1986 Symposium

MARC SIMMONS LIVES ON
by Michael E. Pitel

ALBUQUERQUE-Dr. Marc Simmons,
president of the Santa Fe Trail
Council, continues to recover
from near-fatal mUltiple injuries
suffered in a head-on automobile
accident November 14 near Gold
en, New Mexico.

Simmons, 50, was transferred
shortly after Christmas from
University of New Mexico Hospi
tal to St. Joseph's Hospital in
Albuquerque. The UNM Hospital,
also in Albuquerque, is the best
trauma hospital in New Mexico.
St. Joseph's is the best physical
therapy hospital in the state.

He was originally scheduled to
be released in late January, to
continue physical therapy as an
outpatient, when doctors dis
covered a broken left hip from the
accident that had gone undetect
ed. Simmo~s's pelvis had been
secured with metal pins and skin
had been taken from his left hip
and grafted to his burned left foot,
which had masked the pain of the
broken hip.

He remained atSt. Joseph's un
til February 3, when he moved into
a nearby Albuquerque apartment
to continue physical therapy.

Doctors at both hospitals are op
timistic of a complete recovery.

''Tell everybody that I'm not
brain damaged," Simmons stress
ed in a recent interview. "My ha10
brace [for two broken neck verte
brae] is supposed to come off on
Valentine's Day. I feel a little
self-conscious about it until it
does. About the only thing I can
do with it, without attracting a lot
of attention, is to go see the new
Star Trek movie."

He recounted his brush with
death with sardonic humor.

"I remember the other car coming
right at me," Simmons explained.

(continued on page 2)

COUNCIL GROWS
HAS TWO LIFE MEMBERS
On February 1 Council member

ship stood at 165, including two
life memberships: Katharine B.
Kelley of Baldwin City, KS, and the
Kearny County Historical Society,
Lakin, KS.

Kelley was a recipient of one of
the awards presented at Trinidad
last September. She and the late
Amelia J. Betts shared an award
for their efforts in marking the
Trail in Douglas County, KS. Best
known as "the bird lady," for ner
ornithological work, Kelley is a
devoted Trail enthusiast who can
give as good a tour of the ruts
at Black Jack State Park near
Baldwin City as one could enjoy
anywhere. Her generous contribu
tion to the Council is greatly
appreciated.

Kearny County contains rem
nants of the Trail, and the KCHS
is a very active group with an
excellent museum (which was the
recipient of the Kansas State His
torical Society Local History
Award in 1983). It is fitting that
this progressive group should
provide such confidence in the
new Council and support for its
programs. Their contribution is
gratefully recognized.

Money received from life mem
berships will be placed in a trust
fund, the income from which will
be used for Council projects. All
members of the Council, as of Feb
ruary I, are listed on pages 8-10.
Those joining after this date will
be listed in the next issue.

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF
GLORIETA PASS BATTLE

by Michael E. Pitel

The Civil War Reenactors of New
Mexico will commemorate the
125th anniversary of the pivotal
battle of the Civil War in NewMex
ico with a Union and Confederate
encampment, followed by the
reenactment of the battle, on the
actual battlefield outside Santa

(continued on page 4)



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
The Council is pushing forward.

its membership is' growing. and
the first issue of Wagon Tracks
has been well received. Our future
looks bright.

As many of you know. I suffered
near-fatal injuries in a November
14 automobile accident. At this
writing (January 21). I remain in
an Albuquerque hospital. Just
four days ago. I underwent my
fourth major surgery-this one for
a broken hip the doctors had
overlooked!

I look forward to the day when
I can again be attending to Coun
cil business. And I sincerely
thank all who sent get-well
wishes.

-Marc Simmons

SIMMONS LIVES
(continued from page 1)

"All I had time to say was 'Oh no.
I don't believethis!' Then this sil
ver veil dropped in front of me.
The next thing I remember is a
voice asking. 'Is anybody alive
in here?' It was a paramedic. 'Of
course,' I said. 'andyou'regoing
to ha ve to get a pry bar and a torch
to get me out of here.' I stayed
awake the whole time they were
dismantling the car. I remember
the sound of the door as it was
pried off. When I was being lifted
into the ambulance, I remember
thinking, 'Oh no. the hospital! I
could be in there for a whole
week, and I don't have the time
to spend a whole week. '"

On arrival at UNM Hospital, he
remained awake as he signed the
papers admitting him. Simmons
remembered arguing with the doc
tors who were going to perform
surgery on him.

"'No. you can't remove my
spleen' I told them," Simmons
continued. "'No, you can't give me
a blood transfusion.' I argued
with them for about 20 minutes.
All the time, remember. I was in
shock."

He also remembers seeing the
face of Dr. John Kessell, his
friend from the UNM history
department, as Simmons was be
ing wheeled down the hall to what
he knew was to be several hours
in surgery.

"'Why, John,' Iasked, 'what are
you doing here?'" Simmons recal
led. '''How nice of you to come.'

"Afterwards. I learned that the
ambulance attendants thought
that I was the most polite auto
accident victim they had ever
come across." <I

HUTCHINSON SYMPOSIUM
Barbara Peirce, coordinator of

the 1987 Symposium at Hutchin
son. KS. announces that the pro
gram for the September 25-27
meeting is about set. Featured
speakers include Senator Nancy
Kassebaum (R-KS). leader in the
Senate for the Santa Fe Trail bill;
Marc Simmons. president of the
Council; Jere Krakow. National
Park Service; David J. Weber. SMU
professor of history; and Dr. Peter
D. Olch. medical historian.

Planned panels include Wildlife
on the Trail. Mexican Traders, the
Trail in Central Kansas. Interpret
ing the Trail. and others. Tom
Isern. Emporia State University.
will perform folksongs of the
Trail. following the Friday eve
ning business meeting. The Reno
County Historical Society will
host a Fiesta on Saturday eve
ning. including an outdoor meal.
mountain men. and Mexican
American entertainers.

On Sunday. September 27. there
will be a Trail tour. including
stops at Ralph Hathaway's ruts.
the Santa Fe Trail Center. and Fort
Larned National Historic Site
(where a buffalo barbecue lunch
will be served and living history
demonstrations will be present
ed). For those unable to make the
Sunday trip. a short tour to Hath
away's ruts and other Trail sites
in Rice County. KS, will be offered
on Saturday afternoon.

This promises to be an exciting
and informative symposium. Com
plete details of the program and
preregistration forms will be in
cluded in the next issue of WT.

IN MEMORY OF
EARL AND IRIS MONGER

by Bi11 Pitts

The ruts of the old Santa Fe Trail
have claimed two more travelers
with the passing of Earl and Iris
Monger. Iris was buried several
years ago. and Earl died on Oc
tober 23. 1986, soonafterreceiv
ing the Santa Fe Trail Council
Award. The old trade wagons
traveled over and camped upon
the hill which is now the Larned,
KS, cemetery. where Earl and Iris
rest near visible ruts.

Earl and his wife, Iris, spent the
happiest days of their lives work
ing with some of America's top ar
cheologists and anthropologists
excavating in the Great Plains.
They had worked with and donated
to the Smithsonian. the National
Park Service, the Kansas State
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Historical Society, the Oklahoma
Historical Society, the Kansas
Anthropological Association and.
their last love, the Santa Fe Trail
Center.

Earl spent his early years as a
painter in the Larned area. He
learned archeological techniques
by studying and working with
some or'the nation's best-known
scholars. including Dr. Waldo
Wedel of the Smithsonian. Car
lysle Smith of Kansas State
University, William Bass of 'the
University of Kansas, Thomas
Witty and Roscoe Wilmeth of the
Kansas State Historical Society,
Doug Scott of the National Park
Service. and. his personal friend.
J ames Gunnerson of the Universi
ty of Nebraska State Museum.

Over the years the Mongers were
active in the Kansas Anth
ropological Association and held
many offices in that organization.
Earl was president of the KAA for
six years.

Iris's death was a hard blow to
Earl. and he worked off hi s grief
by increasing his volunteer hours
at the Santa Fe Tra il Center where
he completed the archeological
inventory and cataloging begun
by himself and Iris.

As long as there are Santa Fe
Trail students, researchers. and
writers. Earl and Iris Mongerwill
be remembered for their work on
the Trail. They are mi ssed by
many friends.

Wagon Tracks is the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail Council, a non-profit
organization incorporated under the laws
of the State of Colorado. Letters are wel
come, but they become the property of
WT and may be edited or abridged at the
editor's discretion. All rights reserved. Inquir
ies can be directed to the appropriate ad
dresses below. Artnual subscriptions are
obtained through membership In the Council,
whose dues are fixed per calendar year.
Checks should be made payable to the
Santa Fe Trail Council and sent to the
treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Life $500
Institutional $1 OO/yea r
Corporate $100/year
Patron $100/year
Supporting $50/year
Family $15/year
Individual $10/year

Editor. Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675
President Marc Simmons, Box 51, Cerrillos,
NM 87010
Executive V-Po Joy Poole, Farmington Mu
seum, 302 North Q'chard, Farmington, NM
87401
Secretary: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
Treasurer. John Tarabino, Trinidad State Jun
Ior College, 600 Prospect, Trinidad, CO 81082
1981 Symposium Coordinator. Barbara
Peirce, HutChinson Community College, 1300
N. Plum, Hutchinson, KS 67502
Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel, Tano
Rd., At. 4, Box 240, Santa Fe, NM 81501



JOIN OUR SISTER ORGANIZATION
THE OREGON-CALIFORNIA TRAILS ASSOCIATION

and receive the handsome quarterly
OVERLAND JOURNAL

which includes material on the santa Fe Trail
Inquiries: OCTA, Box 42, Gerald, MO 63037

JoAnn Tuckwood
Acquisition Librarian

The Council plans to provide is
sues to research libraries and
museums with an interest in the

OCTA
The Oregon-California Trails As

sociation (OCTA) was founded in
Denver in 1982 to help preserve
and protect remaining vestiges of
the emigrant wagon roads to
Oregon and California and to inter
pret the historical significance of
those overland routes in the
development of the American
West.

OCTA is active in identifying
historic trails and related sites.
so these may be avoided by
developers. Accomplishments in
clude protection of historic sites
and blocking federal schemes to
take portions of trails. Members
led the successful effort to bring
the California Trail to the status
of a National Historic Trail.
Recently. OCTA has taken interest
in the Santa Fe Trail and initiated
efforts to bring it into the National
Historic Trails system. The Santa
Fe Trail bill is expected to pass
this year.

OCTA now has more than a thou
sand members. most of whom are
actively involved in the goals and
programs of the organization. The
annual convention is held for five
days. beginning on the second
Wednesday of August. Previous
convention sites were Indepen
dence. MO; Oregon City. OR;
Scottsbluff, NE; and Carson City,
NY. The 1987 convention will be
in Casper. WY: and the 1988 meet
ing is scheduled for St. Joseph,
MO.

All members of OCTAreceive the
Overland Journal, a high-quality
quarterly filled with fascinating
articles about the trails and those
who used them. photos. maps,
book reviews, letters. and news
about what is happening. Recent
issues included articles on the
Santa Fe Trail by Marc Simmons.

Because OCTA served as an in
spiration and a model for the
founding of the Santa Fe Trail
Council, all members of the Coun
cil are encouraged to join and
support OCTA and its programs.
The Overland Journal is well
worth the membership dues. For
further information, contact OCTA
at the address in the notice at the
top of this page. <J

HISTORIC BOGGSVILLE
by Phil Petersen

The Pioneer Historical Society
of Bent County. CO, wants Council
members to know of recent
developments at historic Boggs
ville, located two miles south of
Las Animas, CO. on Highway 101
near the west bank of the Purga
toire River. Mrs. Alta Page was
honored at Trinidad last Septem
ber for her gift of 110 acres and
historic Boggsville to the Pioneer
Historical Society. With help
from the Colorado State Historical
Society. a 39-acre portion of the
site was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places,
effective October 24, 1986.

The society was awarded a
$2000 matchlng grant through the
National Trust for Historic Pre
servation, to begin planning the
restoration and use of this impor
tant site near the Santa Fe Trail,
and is currently working with an
Albuquerque, NM, firm to develop
plans to stabilize deterioration of
the Boggs House and Prowers
House, built in 1866 and 1867 re
spectively. A map of the site,
locating all the existing build
ings and features, was prepared
and donated by Petersen Survey
ing, Inc .• La Junta, as an aid in
the planning.

The society sold 27 acres of
land lying south of the historic
site to Bent County" which is be
ing held for possible construction
of the Bent County Fairgrounds.
Funds' obtained from this sale are
being used as seed money for the
project.

Boggsville is significant as one
of the earl iest known extant
agricultural and trade centers in
Colorado. Founded in 1866,
Boggsville preceded the estab
lishment of Bent County by four
years. Itwas locatednearthe site
of Bent's Stockade of earlier
years, near the Purgatoire branch
of the Santa Fe Trail. When Bent
County was established in 1870.
Boggsville was the county seat.
In those days, Bent County was
six times larger than it is now,
comprising all of present Bent,
Prowers, Otero. Crowley, and
Cheyenne counties. and southern
Lincoln and Elbert counties. It
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was also the first commercial
center for the area, with the es
tablishment of a general store in
1867.

Boggsville was basicallyaban
'doned by the early 1900s, and de
terioration has advanced since
then. The society and friends are
just beginning what will be a
large task. Support will be needed
from those who care for years to
come to save and preserve this
important site.

If you desire further information
or wi sh to contribute to the
project, contact The Boggsville
Committee of The Pioneer Histor
ical Society of Bent County, P. O.
Box 68. Las Animas, CO 81054.

POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS

GERALD, MO
Congratulations! Wagon Tr{Jcks

couldn't be better. I'm especially
pleased that OCTA has been given
the credit they deserve for their
drive for passage of the SFTbill.
I will be going in again the last
week of this month [j an.] to pave
the way for the new Senate bill.
Bill Richardson is already work
ing on the re-introduction of the
House bill, unchanged from the
version that gained unanimous
approval last fall. I am hopeful
that it will sail through both
houses unopposed.

I am forwarding my check for a
Supporting membership and have
marked my calendar to attend the
Sept. meeting in Hutchinson.

Gregory M. Franzwa

COLUMBIA, MO
The State Historical Society of

Missouri has received the first is
sue of Wagon Tracks and congrat
ulates you and the Council on thi s
new venture. The Society is a
repository for materials on all
aspects of the history and society
of Missouri and the trans
Mississippi West. The Santa Fe
Trail represents a collecting in
terest of the Society, and we
would like very much to have Wa
gon Tracks available to our pa
trons to inform them about the
Council and its activities.

Would you consider donating
regularly issues of your journal
to the Society? We would be de
lighted to add the publication to
our periodical collection. Thank
you.



which will conduct $1-a-person
battlefield tours after the reen
actment and sell a softcover book
about the Civil War campaign in
New Mexico and a parchment
style battlefield map, during the
two-day event.

These items can be purchased
by mail. The book, Rebels On the
Rio Grande, costs $11.95 (includ
ing postage and handling), and
the map is $1 (and a self
addressed, stamped business en
velope). Send check or money
order to Glorieta Battlefield Pre
servation, Inc., 2430 juan Tabo
NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Dona
tions also will be appreciated.

Santa Fe Trail enthusiasts out
side New Mexico can find lodging
in nearby Santa Fe. For lodging
information, call the Santa Fe
Convention & Visitor Bureau to11
free during business hours, week
days, at (800) 528-5369.

Marc Simmons, editor, On the San
ta Fe Trail. Larence: University
Press of Kansas, 1986. Pp. x, 149.
Map, illus., index. Cloth, $19.95;
paper, $7.95.

Many who traveled the Santa Fe
Trail wrote of their experiences,
at the time or later, andSimmons
has collected twelve valuable
documents (letters, diaries. jour
nals, and reminiscences), cover
ing the years 1841-1867. Some of
these appear in print for the first
time and none was readily availa
ble until now. Avariety ofindivid
uals produced these primary
sources, including merchants, a
newspaper editor, government
officials (civilian and military),
four teamsters (three Anglo and
one Hispanic, the latter a rare as
well as an insightful recollec
tion), a gOldseeker. and one
woman.

Simmons provides an introduc
tion to the collection and to each
document, plus explanatory foot
notes. The volume is enhanced
with photos, a map, lists of Trail
sites. and recommended read
ings. It is easy to see why Sim
mons is well known as the Trail
historian.

Although these pieces vary in
purpose and point of view, some
common themes are evident. Trail
travel was seldom easy, and it
was especially difficult during
winter months. There was a con
stant danger from the Indians

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

enactment of the March 28,1862,
Battle of Glorieta Pass. The hour
long reenactment is scheduled for
10 a.m., Sunday, june 21, at
Pigeon's Ranch, located on State
Road 50, 1~ miles east of the
Glorieta exit of 1-25, some 17
miles east of downtown Santa Fe.
The ranch was the site of the bat
tle, which involved about 1,000
Texas Confederates and about 800
Union troops from nearby Fort
Union and from Colorado.

"The encampments are a new
additon this year," Alberts contin
ued. "They will be located across
the road from the ranch, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.. Saturday, june 20.
Civil War and Santa Fe Trail en
thusiasts will get a glimpse of the
hardship and deprivation exper
ienced by those who fought in the
Civil War."

Both day's events are open free
to the public. Donations will be
accepted. It is recommended that
spectators to the Sunday morning
"battle" arrive two hours early.

New Mexico's congressional
delegates, who have backed the
National Historic Trail bill, have
been invited to attend.

"The purpose of the reenactment
is to let people know that this bat
tlefield hasn't been purchased or
preserved for future generations ,"
Alberts said. ''The entire battle
field sprawls across four or five
properties. To purchase the entire
battlefield today might cost about
$400,000."

Alberts, with Marc Simmons,
helped found the nonprofit Gtorie
ta Battlefield Preservation, Inc.,

GLORIETA ANNIVERSARY
(continued from page 1)

Fe, according to historian and
author Dr. Don Alberts.

More than 5,000 spectators are
expected to attend the popular re-
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CHARGE TO GLORY-Members of the 4th Texas Mounted Volunteers,
Company E, of Albuquerque, NM, charge the Union center at the
annual Father's Day reenactment of the Battle of Glorieta Pass. (Photo
by Michael E. Pitel.)

DEERFIELD, KS
The Finney County Historical

Society is to be commended for
its current project of a Santa Fe
Trail exhibit. It is not completed,
and they need old photos or good
sketches of scenes on the Trail.
If you have anything, please con
tact the Society, P. O. Box 59, Gar
den City, KS, 67846, as to arrange
ments, safeguards, duplicating,
etc. of material.

Presently there are photo dupli
cates from the Museum of New
Mexico, including a scene at Cow
Creek Crossing and the burial
scene of a SisterofLorettoonJu
ly 24,1867, along the Trail inpre
sent Finney County.

This frantic search for exhibit
material points to a problem. We
in SFT Council are thinking of the
whole Trail; we no longer think
of the Trail in Kansas, the Trail
in New Mexico, etc. Provincialism
over sections of the Trail has got
to end. There is an urgent need
for Trail material available for
loan to museums all along the
Trail. The Council should fa-eili
tate such Trail-wide cooperation.

Paul F. Bentrup

Trail. If your institution is not
receiving Wagon Tracks, please
let me know.

Editor
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through whose lands the Trail ran.
Two people declared they would
rather see a rattlesnake than an
Indian.

Each of these selections con
tributes to a better understanding
of life on the Trail. Manuel Alvar
ez. J. L. Collins. and Michael
Steck expose the hazards of win
ter travel. J ames Fugate's recol
lections. no doubt "improved" by
time. give the "feel" of almost
constant Indian attacks and
fights. Hezekiah Brake traveled
to New Mexico in 1858 to operate
a dairy for the Fort Union sutler.

David Ke110g explained the bat
tle of Black Jack. Henry Smith
claimed to be a teenage teamster
with the last government-owned
supply train on the Trail in 1863.
and he mentioned Dick Wootton's
toll road a s being there two years
before the traditionally accepted
date. George Vanderwalker
claimed he passed Wootton's
gate in 1864. Ernestine Huning
spent her honeymoon on the Trail
and traveled with 10 canaries.
Charles Christy. army scout. gave
his version of the Plum Buttes
Massacre.

Perhaps the most unique docu
ment is that of JoseGurule. native
New Mexican teamster from the
village of Las Placitas. He work
ed for Jose Perea. reportedly the
wealthiest man in New Mexico.
and received a total of $8 foral
most eleven months work in 1867.
He hauled wool from New Mexico
to Kansas City in the late winter
and early spring. and started a re
turn trip with all kinds of mer
chandise in June. His wagon train
left the Trail and went to Hays,
KS, where the merchandise was
sold and the teamsters and the
teams and wagons worked on con
struction of the railroad for sever
al months. Later. the wagons were
filled with commodities brought
by the railroad. and the caravan
returned to New Mexico. Cholera
killed Y.3 of the party on the Trail.
Gurule claimed that he brought
home the first suit of clothes ever
owned in his home village.

This book is filled with human
interest. hardship. humor. and
history of the lives of what some
have called "ordinary people."
Anyone interested in life on the
Trail will find useful information
and enjoyment in these writings.

• • • • •

James R. Mead. Hunting and Trad
ing on the Great Plains. 1859
1875. Norman: University of Ok
lahoma Press. 1986. Pp. xx. 276.
Notes. bibliog.. maps. illus .•
index. $22.95.

Mead recorded his recollections
in the 1890s. but this is the first
printing. carefully edited by his
grandson. Schuyler Jones. Mead
traded wi th Indians. hunted on the
Plains. and was a founder of
Wichita. KS. His adventures tou
ched the Santa Fe Trail occasion
ally. He stayed awhile at the
home of I. B. Titus in Council City
(now Burlingame, KS) in 1859,
where Titus operated a toll bridge
over Switzler Creek. It was there
that Mead met his first wife. Later
that same year, Mead traveled the
Trail to Council Grove and beyond
and met WilliafD Bent.

Mead provides details of hunt
ing buffalo, poisoning wolves.
and trading with Indians. He met
Satanta in 1865. and he told the
story of George Peacock's demise
(Mead says at the hands of Satan
ta while others say it was Satank)
at Peacock's trading ranch at
Walnut Creek Crossing. Meadmet
Kit Carson, at the Little Arkansas
Treaty Council. and William(Buf
falo Bill) Mathewson, who operat
ed a trading ranch at Cow Creek
Crossing. He mentions the Stone
Corral at the Little Arkansas
Crossing.

These memoirs of a remarkable
man tell much about pioneer life
on the Plains. His periodic con
tacts with Santa Fe Trail sites and
personalities are a bonus to this
rewarding volume.

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTS

UNCLE DICK'S TOLL ROAD
Joy Poole has furnished another

document dealing with Dick Woot
ton's famous toll road over Raton
Pass, this time a copy of a deed
which is in the collections of the
Colorado State Historical Socie
ty. Poole states this appears to
be a typed copy of the original.
The unique spelling has not been
changed.

THE SANKEY-DICK ABSTRACT COM
PANY, Incorporated
L. B. Maxwell to R. L. Wooton.
Quit Claim Deed, dated November 7,
1867.
Filed December 15, 1883 at 2 P.M.
Recorded in Book 17, Page 559.
Consideration $1.00.

KNOWING ALL MEN BY THESE PRE
SENTS, That I have this day Bar
gained and sold to R. L. Wootton

-5-

Surtin Pason of Land on the North
side Raton Mountign nowing as
Wootton Ranch for the sum of one
Dollar in hand paid and the wrights
of trvte on his Toll Road Free of
Charges. this pease of land is
bounded as Fawns: Commaces on
Northwest corner at a small spring
abought three hundred (300)
yeards below his house and
Rounde South to the divide of Raton
Mountinge. then East longe the
devide to the masas, then around
the craste of the maser to low
spring cross valley to the creste
of the Maser Knowing as the Raton
Maser, then along of the crest of
Maser aroun the Fisher Peak to Joe
Creek, then West down Joes Creek
to the plase of bunnigin, said posal
of land contans four 4 seacon
[something may have been omitted
here] of Nombr the 1867.

[signed] L. B. Maxwell
Weatles:
Jack Haland and Johan Heondson.

• • • • •
BATTLE OF GLORIETA PASS

The Civil War Battle of Glorieta
Pass was fought on March 28,
1862, near Pigeon's Ranch, owned
and operated by Alexander Valle
(of French background). This im
portant battle was the turning
point of the Civil War in the Far
West. and much has been written
about it. Valle's succinct de
scription was printed in A. A.
Hayes. New Colorado and the
Santa Fe Trail (1880):

M. Valle. or Pigeon. says.
"Gooverment mahns vas at my
ranch, and fill 'is cahnteen viz my
viskey (and Gooverment nevaire
pay me for zat viskey); and Te~as
mahns coom oop, and soorpnse
zem, and zey foight six hour b¥,
my vatch. and my vatch vas slow!'

FUR TRADE SYMPOSIUM
AT FORT LARAMIE, WY
A Fur Trade Symposium will be

held at Fort Laramie National His
toric Site, June 20-21. featuring
many scholars in the field. Any
one interested in further informa
tion should contact John C. Bums,
Fort Laramie NHS. Fort Laramie,
WY 82212-0001.

FORT UNION TO CELE
BRATE FOUNDERS DAY
The annual Founders Day Cele

bration at Fort Union National
Monument. 28 miles north of Las
Vegas. NM. will be held July 25
26. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.
This will be the 136th anniversary
of the founding of the fort. For fur
ther information. contact Unit
Manager. Fort Union Nationa1Mon
ument. Watrous. NM 87753. <]



Buffalo Exhibit at Center.
The museum hosts special pro

grams throughout the year, in
cluding the annual Kansas Day
Celebration/Open House in J an
uary, and an open house in June
of each year to commemorate the
opening and dedication of the
Center. Living history presenta
tions in the sod house and dugout
on these special occasions help
to provide visitors with an insight
into early pioneer life.

An annual Fourth of July cele
bration is also held at the Center.
It features a barbecued buffalo
lunch, with free live folk music
under the "big top" tent during the
afternoon.

The 'Trail Center is located 212
miles west of Lamed on Kansas
Highway 156. It is open daily
except for Thanksgiving, Christ
mas, and New Years Day. For more
information about the Center,
write the Director, Santa Fe Trail
Center, Route 3, Lamed, KS 67550,
or phone (316) 285-2054. <l

SANTA FE TRAIL CENTER
by Ruth Olson

[Ed. note: This is the first in a
series on museums and historic
sites along the Trail.]

Designed and built as a research
facility, the Santa Fe Trail Center
near Lamed, Kansas, is a regional
museum and archives dedicated
to preserving and interpreting the
history of the geographic area
once known as the Santa Fe Trail.

The Trail Center opened in 1974
and was accredited by the Amer
ican Association of Museums
three years later, becoming one
of the youngest museums in the
nation to be granted such accredi
tation. A non-profit organization,
the Center is locally owned and
privately funded.

The museum staff of four full
time and four part-time employ
ees takes care of the daily func
tions and activities of the mu
seum. The dedicated work of many
volunteers over the years has al
so been instrumental in the prog
ress of the Center.

The museum's stOry line traces
the Santa Fe Trail as a transporta
tion route which blended Indian,
Hispanic, and Anglo-American
cultures. Exhibits include prehis
toric Indian artifacts, a Wichita
Indian grass lodge, a full-size
mounted buffalo, a commercial
freight wagon, and a display
showing the Hispanic influences
on the-Trail.

The period of settlement along
the ruts of the old Trail, brought
about by the coming of the rail
road, is depicted in the museum
by a series of rooms showing
pioneer life in the early 1900s.

Outdoor exhibits on the Trail
Center's 25-acre complex include
a sod house, dugout home, lime
stone cooling house, one-room
schoolhouse, and a Santa Fe Rail
road depot.

The Center also houses a re
search storage area in the base
ment of the museum. Researchers
can easily examine three
dimensional objects without the
need for museum staff to disman
tle an exhibit area.

In addition to the museum col
lection and exhibits, the Trail
Center provides both a research
library and archives. Research
materials pertaining to the Trail
include books, maps, photo
graphs, glass magic lantern
slides, and oral history tapes.
Information contained in the ver
tical files includes miscellan
eous material about Trail sites,

Freight Wagon Exhibit at Santa Fe Trail Center.
markers, ranches, traders, trade
goods, tolls, crossings, forts,
freight wagons, and noted Trail
personages, as well as many oth
er subjects.

A complete set of the Official
Records of the Union and Con
federate Armies of the Civil War
is also part of the library collec
tion. Issued by the Department of
War in the 1890s, these volumes
contain information about the
Santa Fe Trail during the war
years.

The research library and ar
chives are available for use free
of charge by authors, historians,
genealogists, museum staff, and
anyone else wishing to do re
search. A full-time archivist is
available for assistance.

As an education facility, the
Center has ongoing programs, in
cluding a three-day seminar on
the history of the Santa Fe Trail,
which is held during March of
even-numbered years. These
"Rendezvous" seminars feature
speakers who are noted authors
and historians of the Trail. The
seminars, which have been held
since 1980, offer a special oppor
tunity for all those interested in
the Trail to meet together and
discuss many aspects of its his
tOry. Afield trip to area Trail sites
is also included as part of the
program.

Educational programs are
available for schools upon
request. These include on-site
presentations by a museum staff
member, as well as mail-out
slide / tape programs. Guided
tours of the museum are also
available to schools and other
organized groups.
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MALCOLM CONN:
MERCHANT ON THE TRAIL

by Mark L. Gardner
[Ed. note: This is the first in a
series on merchants and the San
ta Fe trade.]

On October 17,1859, The Kansas
Press of Council Grove reported
that "one firm in this place took
in over $1,600 in gold and silver
one day last week for goods,
another took in over $1,400. We
are selling over one hundred thou
sand dollars worth of goods per
annum, and our trade is increas
i ng. . .. Council Grove ha s a future
that no other town off the Missouri
River can ever hope to have in
Kansas."1 At the time, there were
only two major business houses
to accommodate the hundreds of
traders and Pike's Peakers who
were following the Santa Fe Trail.

One of those businesses was
trading out of an impressive, two
story, stone structure situated
right on the Trail. Known simply
as the "Stone Store," it was owned
and operated by one of Council
Grove's most prominent and near
ly forgotten early-day merchants,
Malcolm Conn.

Conn was born to J ames Clay and
Mary Conn of Baltimore County,
MD, December 12, 1831. A farmer
of means, James C. Conn was list
ed in the 1850 Maryland census
as having real estate worth
$6,000. In that census, Malcolm
was listed as living at home and
his occupation was that of clerk.2

Where he was clerking is not
known. However, five years later,
he left Maryland to seek business
opportunities in Westport, one of
the largest outfitting points on
the Missouri border, having
superseded Independence just a
few years before. 3 Connmayhave
been employed by merchant Silas
P. Keller. 4 Keller, a native Virgin
ian, was located on Westport's
Main Streetwhere he competed for
the "western trade" with the liKes
of Kearney & Bernard, A. G. Boone,
Baker & Street, J. G. Hamilton, and
Edward Price.s

Conn remained in Westportonly
a year, though. Sometime in 1856
he moved to Council Grove, Kan
sas Territory, in the middle of the
Kansa or Kaw Indian lands.6 COnn
was probably drawn to the area
by the trade opportunities with
the Kaw tribe and the Santa Fe
traders who needed "last chance"
supplies. Conn may have been
sent there by Keller, who was a
stockholder in the Council Grove
Town Company when it was organ
ized in 1857.7

Little information exists on
Conn's business dealings prior to
1859. At one point he was a part
ner of Thomas C. Hill, builder of
the structure known today as the
"Last Chance Store." In 1858
Conn's "Stone Store" was built.
According to one community his
tory, it was built by the firm of
Conn, Hill & Munkres.a Conn ap
parently resolved all partner
ships by 1859, for, in "the firstof
many advertisements he placed in
The Kansas Press, Conn stated
that he had "again resumed the
mercantile business in the Stone
Store. Formerly occupied by Conn,
Hill & Co. Thankful for past
favors, he hopes for a continu
ance of public patronage."9

The next few years were good
ones for Conn and S. M. Hays &
Co., Conn's major competition. By
1860 Conn was one of the wealth
iest citizens of Council Grove. In
the census of that year, Conn was
listed as having a personal estate
of $10,000. Seth Hays and his
partner, G. M. Simcock, were
valued at $8,250 apiece. 10

The Civil War increased oppor
tunities for profits. In 1863 Sim
cock, who had recently bought out
Hays, reported that there were
"3,000 wagons, 618 horses,
20,218 oxen, 8,046mules, 98 car
riages and 3,072 men engaged in
the freighting business alongthe
Santa Fe route, transporting
15,000 tons of freight, the es
timated value of which was
$40,000,000."11 The next year a
clerk at Conn's store, George Big
lin, declared that the firm had
sales of $24,000 during the pre
vious month. 12

The best account of the atmos
phere at Conn's store in the early
1860s was found in the reminis
cences of William Shamleffer:

The merchant had to hustle with
business customers all day, and
then entertain them royally at
night; for some of them came hun
dreds of miles to trade, and the
business house had to furnish
many of them with sleeping quar
ters, place to cook their meals,
corrals in which to keep their
stock, and open access to the
corn cribs..•. Plainsmen, hunters,
trappers, wagon bosses, soldiers,
bullwhackers, broncho [sic] bust
ers, long lines of prairie schooners,
and heads of horses, mules and
cattle, were the attractions of the
passing day. . • . In his stock were
found every known variety of
goods for use on the frontier, from
ox yokes and repairs to cambric
needles, from small boxes of pills
to barrels of whisky. 13

Along with prosperity, the war
years brought troubles. On May 4,
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Malcolm Conn, '83'-'898. This
previously unpublished tintype was
taken May 2', , 863, just a little
over a week after Conn saved
Council Grove from being burned by
Missouri guerrillas. (Photo courte
sy of the Conn family.)

1863, Dick Yeager and his band
of Missouri guerrillas camped
near Council Grove, intent on des
troying the town. Conn, who had
known Yeager as a Santa Fe
freighter before the war, went to
the camp and persuaded him to
spare the town. Conn's friendship
and the strong southern sentiment
in the community saved Council
Grove, but Yeager and his ruffians
raided Howell's stage station and
store at Diamond Springs the next
night. Howell was killed and his
wife was badly wounded.14 Sev
eral months later, in September,
Conn's wife, Sarah, died, leaving
him with his two-year-old son,
James Clay.

In August 1864 Conn advertised
that he would close his mercan
tile business by Decemberofthat
year, and he requested that all
accounts be settled. Conn appar
ently sold interests in the busi
ness to C. N. J ames and William
Shamleffer.15 Sometime between
1866 and 1870, Conn sold his
remaining interests to Shamleffer
and James, who continued to
opera te a dry goods and grocery.
It was probably a good time to

leave the mercantile business.
The Union Pacific Railway, East
ern Division, later known as the
Kansas Pacific, reached Junction
City in 1866. The Santa Fe Coach
line moved from Council Grove to
that place the same year, and the
freighters on the Trail soon fol
lowed. Prairie schooners were
seldom seen on Council Grove's
wide streets.16

By 1870 Conn had married again
and entered a new line of busi
ness. He was a cattle dealer,
indicative of the future prosperity
of the community.17 Unlike pre
vious years, however, the 1870s
brought hard times for Conn.



In .1873 Conn's second wife, Ma
tilda, gave birth to a son, Malcolm
II. Mat.ilda' s secOnd and last.
child, Oliver, died after living on
ly three months in 1875. In that
year Conn was listed in the Kan
sas census as having a personal
estate worth only $300.18 The
cause of his financial decline
was not found. Conn and his fami
ly left Council Grove that same
year.

Conn's activities or where
abouts are not known until 1880,
when he moved to Kansas City and
became proprietor of the Barnum
Hotel, reportedly "one of the lead
ing hotels in the city." Conn even
tually owned hotels in Webb City,
MO; Little Rock, AR; and Law
rence, KS; apparently becoming a
wealthy business man again.

Conn died in Lawrence of stom
ach cancer on February 28,1898,
at his most famous hotel, the El
dridge House. He was survived by
Matilda and Malcolm II. James,
his son byhis firstwife, was kill
ed in a shootout in Durango, CO,
in 1882. Malcolm Conn is buried
in Council Grove's Greenwood
Cemetery.19

Today, at the southeast comer
of Council Grove's Main andNeo
sho streets, Conn's "Stone Store"
still stands. It has been altered
many times since it was built in
1858. It is nowEldonSolt's Home
Design Center. Unlike the famous
"Last Chance Store," which may
have played only a small role in

,the early business community,
Conn's "Stone Store" is still open
.to customers and travelers on the
old Santa Fe Trail. Conn probably
would have liked that.
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HELP WANTED
I need information on the follow

ing Santa Fe Trail merchants:
Edward James Glasgow, St.

Louis
William Glasgow, St. Louis
Malcolm Conn, Council Grove
Silas P. Keller, Westport
William Keller, Westport
If you know of anything, please

contact me. Thank you.
Mark L. Gardner

1690 Pontiac St.
Denver, CO 80220

• • • • •
I'm compiling a list of Trail

subject annual events in each of
the five Trail states. I can assem
ble the New Mexico segment., but
I need help from Missouri, Kan
sas, Colorado, and Oklahoma. I
need 1987 names, addresses,
telephone numbers, and contacts
of the sponsoring organization.
This list will be used to promote
Trail events in a press release
and to help anyone planning a new
Trail event, so they won't be com
peting with already established
events, if they don't want to.

As I get these names, address
es, and phone numbers, I'll send
a questionnaire and assemble
pertinent information fordistribu
tion. Please help. Yourparticipa
tion will make it possible forthe
Council to do a better job in
promoting the Trail.

Michael E. Pitel
Publicity Coordinator

Tano Rd .. Rt 4, Box 240
Santa Fe, NM 87501

• • • • •
To all museums along the Trail:

I am designing a set of bro
chures for the SFTCouncil onmu
seums along the Trail. Whether
you're large or small, please send
me two or three paragraphs on
your institution, to be included in
this set of brochures. Ifyou have
b,rochures, please send some with
your information. The purpose of
this project is to compile a com
plete guide to museums forthose
explorers who travel the Trail.
Your assistance is appreciated;
please tell others who may not
receive our newsletter.

Michael E. Duncan
Mahaffie Historic Site

P. O. Box 768
Olathe, KS 66061<1
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COUNCIL MEMBERS
This list includes memberships

received up to early February;
those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If
there is an error in this informa
tion, please send corrections to
the editor. If you know of people
who may be interested in the
Council and are not on this list,
please urge them to join. We
thank you for your support.

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Kearny County Historical Society,

101-111 S. Buffalo St., Lakin, KS
67860

Ka'tharine B. Kelley, 911 Dearbprn,
Box 43, Baldwin City, KS 66006

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Kansas Corral of the Westerners,

P. O. Box 531, Abilene, KS67410
PATRON MEMBERSHIPS
Norman Cleaveland, Box 4638, San

ta Fe, NM 87502
SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIPS
Jeff Bransford, 129 Manor Place,

EI Paso, TX 79915
Leslie W. Baxter, 5957 Seminole

Rd., Oklahoma City, OK 73132
Gregory M. Franzwa, Box 42, Ger

ald, MO 63037
W. E. Givens, Box 989, Alamogor

do, NM 88311-0989
Ann Johnston, Bonaventura Bks,

Box 2709, Eyergreen, CO 55340
Esther Jones Killiam, 5820 Winder

mere, Apt. 565, Littleton, CO
80120

Deshay & Stephen Rust, Rt. 11,
Talismin West, Columbia, MO
65202

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
M/M Wallace W. Abbey, 781

McCarthy Blvd., Pueblo, CO
81005-9704

Aaron & Ethel Armstrong, 507 Twin
Diamond Rd., Roswell, NM 88201

M/M E. W. Armstrong, 1440 Gate
wood #52, Wichita, KS 67218

Samuel & Carrie Arnold, 2221 S.Fill
more, Denver, CO 80210

M/M Phil Barnthouse, Box 668,
Baldwin City, KS 66006

Gloria L. & Jack L. BarrOn, 3200
SW 32nd St., Topeka, KS 66614

Donald B. & Mercedes P. Baublits,
333 N. Washington, Eatonville,
WA 98328

Don & Katherine Berg, Wootton
Ranch, Star Rt., Trinidad, CO
81082

Clyde & Barbara Beymer, Box 228,
Lakin, KS 67860

Lucille & Roy Boyd, 905 San Juan
St., Trinidad, CO 81082

Allen D. & Norma J. Brown, RR 2,
Box 5-2, Mound City, KS 66056

Bill & Susan Bunyan, Box 1656,
Dodge City, KS 67801

Glenn & Rosemary Busset, 316
Summit Ave., Manhattan, KS
66502

B. I. & M. L. Carter, 401 S. Sunset,
Guymon. OK 73942



Dr. David & Alice Clapsaddle, 215
Mann, Larned, KS 67550

Melvin C. & Mary E. Cottom, 1318
Fremont, Manhattan, KS 66502

S. Allan & Lucile K. Daughterty,
3411 E. Kinkaid, Wichita, KS
67218

Stan & Dee Dorsch, 217 W. 6th,
Bird City, KS 67731

William & Joan Drews, 3111 Farm
ington Rd., Hutchinson, KS
67502

Leonard & Della Enslow, RR 1, Box
46B, Lakin, KS 67860

Leo E. & Mary B. Gamble, 333 Kan
sas St., Springfield, CO 81073

Maryruth & Wade Greenwood, 1500
Monroe, Hugoton, KS 67951 .

Donald W. GUdgel, 704 N. Chin
quapin Way, Muncie, IN 47304

Ralph Hathaway, Rt. 1, Box 28,
Chase, KS 67524

Darrell & Margie Holland, 509 S. 17th
St., Leavenworth, KS 66048

Donna L. Hudgel, Trails West, 1032
S. Boulder Rd., Louisville, CO
80027

John & Nadine Huggard, Rt. 3, Box
176, Waverly, KS 66871

Edwin & Ann Johnston, P. O. Box
252, Evergreen, CO 80439

Harold S. & Joan Kachel, P. O. Box
307, Goodwell, OK 73939

M/M J. E. Keppler, 3210 Bent Bow,
San Antonio, TX 78209

Kathaleen K. Kichty, 2810 Gettys
burg Dr., Austin, TX 78745

M/M J. William Knightly, 1219 West
82 St., Hutchinson, KS 67502

George & Maxine Kuharic, HCO 1,
Box 2, Hugoton, KS 67951

Richard & Darlene Larson, Box 144,
Milan, KS 67105

M/M David W. Lupton, 1941 Oak
wood Dr., Fort Collins, C080521

Jocelyn & David Mandell, 3092
Woodland Rd., Los Alamo's, NM
87544

Phyllis & John Mann, 3612 Cotton
wood Cr., Manhattan, KS 66502

Marilyn McGonagle, 2973 Plaza
Blanca, Santa Fe, NM 87505

Susan Miner, 303 Circle Dr., Wichi
ta, KS 67218

Dr. Peter D. & Mary Olch, 9201
Chanute Dr., Bethesda, MD
20314

Leo E. & Bonita M. Oliva, RR 1, Box
31, Woodston, KS 67675

Eugene & Vera Orton, 721 Troy Ct.,
Aurora, CO 80011 _

Stephen & Mary J. Pahs, 6888 E.
Dartmouth, Denver, CO 80224

Riley & Betty Parker, Box 8390,
Santa Fe, NM 87504

Mildred & Paul F. Pippitt, 616 E.
Shady Circle, Lee's Summit, MO
64063

Dr. John S. Rinehart, P. O. Box 392,
Santa Fe, NM 87504

Elbert & Roberta Smit.h, 715 W. 5th
St., Larned, KS 67550

Dr. & Mrs. Robert C. Sproull, 10912
Gary Player Dr., EI Paso, TX
79935

Diana & Joe Stein, Los Artesanos
Books, P. O. Box 1657, Las
Vegas, NM 87701

Edith & Malcolm Strom, Rt. 1, Box
111, Dwight, KS 66849

Wayne & Eula Thompson, P. O. Box
223, Osborne, KS 67473

Joan & Paul Ton, 390 Lansing St.,
Aurora, CO 80010

M/M Phil Virden, P. O. Box 181,
Lake City, CO 81235

M/M Cleat Walters, 2409 - 24th,
Great Bend, KS 67530

Vernon & Maureen Wedel, 823
Spruce, Halstead, KS 67056

Chris Whealton & Linda Crumpler,
2105 Ridge View Dr., San Diego,
CA 92105

Edgar & Doris White, Drawer 0, Elk
hart, KS 67960

M/M Robert R. White, 1409 Las
Lomas Rd. NE, Albuquerque, NM
87106

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Peyton O. Abbott, 61 Louis Nelson,

Pueblo, Co 81001
David B. Adams, 530 E. Grand,

Springfield, MO 65807
Alexandra A. Aldred, 26190 Road Y,

La Junta, CO 81050
David Barber, 2335 Chantala, Pueb

lo, CO 81006
Evelyn Barttow, 54 Woodbridge,

Kansas City, MO 64145
Paul F. Bentrup, P. O. Box 11, Deer

field, KS 67838
Dr. Donald J. Blakeslee, Box 52,

WSU, Wichita, KS 67208
Jack K. Boyer, Drawer B, Taos, NM

87571
Ronald S. Brockway, 2114 So.

Ammons St., Lakewooa, CO
80227

Dr. Dale E. Brooks, 315 W. 16th
St., Newton, KS 67114

Marc T. Campbell, 516 W. 27th St.,
Hays, KS 67601

W. Y. Chalfant, 58 Willowbrook,
Hutchinson, KS 67502

T. A. Church, Box 377, Baldwin City,
KS 66003

John H. Clay, 8314 E. Edward Ave.,
Scottsdale, AZ 85253

Grace Collier, 2103 Lincoln Drive,
Hays, KS 67601

Mary Conrad, 3900 N. 55th St.,
Kansas City, MO 66104

Ruth Cowen, Rt. 4, Pratt, KS 67124
Betsy J. Crawford, P. O. Box 463,

Larned, KS 67550
Donald B. Cress, RR 1, Box 66,

Council Grove, KS 66846
Austin David Crusie, English Village

104, 200 Sutton Circle, Moore,
OK 73160

Betty Cushing, 403 Nebraska St.,
Lawrence, KS 66046

Elizabeth Dear, P. O. Box 2766, San
ta Fe, NM 87504

Helen Deel, 7220 Asbury Dr., Tope
ka, KS 66614

Lucile Dienst, N. Star R.R., Lakin,
KS 67860

Nellie B. Eitel, 312 West 17th, Lar
ned, KS 67550

Unit Manager, Fort Union National
Monument, Watrous, NM 87753

Keith Gann, 3959 N. 60th, Kansas
City, KS 66104

Doris "Ricki" Garey, 400 Ross St.,
Downs, KS 67437

Dolores I. Glass, 1036 Zuni Dr.•
Farmington, NM 87401

William Grierson, 10300 West 65th
Ave., Arvada, CO 80004
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Charles L. Hall, RR 4, Box 339B,
Manhattan, KS 66502

Patricia Heath, P. O. Box 907, La
kin. KS 67860

B. William Henry, 1825 Lafayettte.
St. Louis, MO 63104

Grant E. Houston. P. O. Box 517.
Lake City, CO 81235

Ray E. Jenkins, 10095 E. Caley PI.,
Englewood, CO 80111

J. H. Johnson, 2325 Pioneer Trail,
Hamel, MN 55340

Robert B. Kasparek, 1685 Miller St.,
Lakewood, CO 80215

E. Frances Keck, 701 Grace Ave.,
La Junta. Co 81050

Darrell Kellogg, 9820 W. 10th,
Wichita, KS 67212

Stanley B. Kimball, Southern Illinois
Univ., Edwardsville, IL 62026

Donald H. Kistler, RR 2, Box 485,
Colby, KS 67701

Bob Knecht, 1140 SW High Ave.,
Topeka, KS 66604

James H. Knipmeyer, 312 Moore
St., Lee's Summit. MO 64063

Jere L. Krakow, 9151 W. LaSalle
Ave., Lakewood, CO 80227

C. Lee Kroh, 8812 W. 66th St.,
Shawnee Mission, KS 66202

LeRoy LeDoux, P. O. Box 94, ·Wa
gon Mound, NM 87752

Dorman Lehman, P. O. Box 413,
Lindsborg, KS 67456

Sylvia Loomis, 545 Canyon Rd.,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Valerie Sherer Mathes, P. O. Box
707, Sonoma, CA 95476

John R. Maxwell, 1010 W. 44th So.,
Lot 18, Wichita, KS 67200

Ethel McClure, Imperial Route, Gar
den City, KS 67846

Mike McDonald, 705 Paseo de Per
alta, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Ellis 'Bryant McFadden. 1233 Ogden
St. #409, Denver, CO 80218

Lucille E. Michaud, P. O. Box 433,
Guymon, OK 73942

Anita G. Niles, Lebo, KS 66856
Ruth Olson. Santa Fe Trail Center,

Rt. 3, Larned, KS 66550
Ronald Parks, RR 2, Box 338, Hays,

KS 67601
Pamela Parsons, 5507 High

Meadow Circle, Apt. 1, Manhat
tan, KS 66502

Linda Peters, 310 W. Pairie, Box
211, Lakin, KS 67860

Joy Poole, Farmington Museum,
302 North Orchard, Farmington,
NM 87401

Susan L. Richardson, P. O. Box
366, Clayton, NM 88415

Bethany Roe, 225 Webster, Man
kato, KS 66956

Fern Rogers, 4226 Rossville Rd.,
Rossville, KS 66533

John S. Russell, 1900 So. Quince,
Suite A, Denver, CO 803211

Dr. David A. Sandoval, Un. of So.
Colo., 2200 N. Bon forte Blvd .•
Pueblo, Co 81001-4901

Gerald K. Schultz, 4616 Buffalo
Trail, Amarillo, TX 79109

Jesse Scott, Jr., P. O. Box 398,
Garden City, KS 67846

Martha Scranton, P. O. Box 105,
Larne"d, KS 67550

Karan Segars, 4720 NW 70, Ok
lahoma City, OK 73132



-Leo E. Oliva

V. James Sherer, Boot Hill Museum
Inc' J Dodge City, KS 67801

Duane Smith, Fort Lewis College,
Durango, CO 81301

Wayne Smith, RR 1, Box 44,
Raymond, KS 67573

Ernst Stadler, 5802 Waterman, St.
Louis, MO 63112

John E. Stadler, 239 Grattan, Tope
ka J KS 66616

William F. Stahl, P. O. Box 94, Junc
tion City, KS 66441

C. L. Stalker, Jr., RR 2, Box 30-C,
Satanta, KS 67870

Charles G. Stewart, Box 725, Oak
ley, KS 67748

John M. Tarabino, P. O. Box 777,
Trinidad, CO 81082

D. Paul Thomas, 3301 W. Norman
dale #2028, Fort Worth, TX
76116

Enid T. Thompson, 3730 Ailison Ct.,
Wheatridge, CO 80033

Emily L.. Tefft, 2833 Plaza Rojo,
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Charlotte L. TregoJ 409 East Coron
ado Rd. # 1, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Dan Tyler, Dept. of History, Colo.
St. Univ., Fort Collins, CO 80523

Les Vilda, RR2, Box 13, Wilber, NE
68465

Evelyn Vinogradov, 1745 W. Beek
man PI., Denver, CO 80210

Harry W. Vinson, 2845 S. Universi
ty, Denver, CO 80210

Carolyn Armstrong Virden, P. O. Box
181, Lake City, CO 81235

John J. Warner, North Star Route,
Dodge City, KS 67801

Alyce Weaver, 329 Calle Sierpe,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Dave Webb, Box 531, Protection,
KS 67127

David J. Weber, Dept. of History,
, SMU, Dallas, TX 75275

Til'f\ Wehrkamp, Colo. Hist. Soc.,
1300 Broadway, Denver, CO
80203

A. Wendell Williams, P. 0 Box 465,
Coffeyville, KS 67337

Luicile D. Wise, 823 Kansas St.,
Larned, KS 67550

Susan J. Zeller, P. O. Box 621,
Cimarron, NM 87714 <l

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; pro" ide
location, date(s}, time(s} and ac
tivity. Remember this is a quarter
ly. The next issue should appear
in May, so send information for
June and later. Thank you.

March 2-31, 1987: Fort Collins Mu
seum, Fort Collins, CO, Smithson
ian Traveling Exhibition-liThe
Santa Fe Trail: Photographs by
Joan Myers."

April 30-May 29, 1987: Fort
Leavenworth Museum, Fort
Leavenworth, KS, Smithsonian
Traveling Exhibition-liThe Santa
Fe Trail: Photographs by Joan
Myers."

June 6, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, Larned, KS, Spring meeting
of Kansas State Historical Socie
ty, feat\.lring speakers, tours of
the galleries, and a field trip to
local Trail sites, to be followed
by evening activities at Fort Lar
ned NHS. Open to the public.

June 7, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, Larned, KS, Dedication Day,
celebrating anniversary of open
ing of the Trail Center, with open
house, free admission to gal- •
leries, and living history por
trayals. Open to the public.

June 28-July 27, 1987: Albuquer
que Museum, Albuquerque, NM,
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
-liThe Santa Fe Trail: Photo
graphs by Joan Myers."

July 4. 1987: Santa Fe Trail Center,
Larned, KS, Fourth of July Cele
bration, featuring barbecued
buffalo lunch, "live folk music
under "big top" tent, living his
tory, and special programs.
Open to the public.

July 25-26: Fort Union, NM, Foun
ders Day Celebration, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. each day, featuring

tours, demonstrations, reenact
ments, speeches, music, and
more. Watch for more details in
next issue of WT

Aug. 7-8, 1987: Bent's Old Fort
NHS, 35110 Hwy 194 E, La Junta,
CO, Bent Descendants Celebra
tion. For further information,
contact Craig Moore at above
address.

Aug. 7-16, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Tour fr:om Fort Osage, MO, to
Santa Fe, NM. Contact Leo E.
Oliva, Heritage Tours, P. O. Box
1, Woodston, KS 67675.

Sept. 2-Oct. 1, 1987: Hutchinson
Public Library, Hutchinson, KS,
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
-liThe Santa Fe Trail: Photo
graphs by Joan Myers."

Sept. 25-27. 1987: Hutchinson
Community College, Hutchinson,
KS, Santa Fe Trail Council
Symposium.

FROM THE EDITOR
Unbelievable as it may seem, we

worried if there would be 4 pages
of material for this issue. Now it
is 10 pages and out of room. Spe
cial thanks to everyone who has
contributed.

The good news is that the Coun
cil and WT have elicited such
favorable responses. The better
news is that the Trail bill appears
headed for passage. The best
news is that Marc Simmons is
recovering from his tragic
accident and will soon be tending
to Council business. We have
much for which to be thankful.

As we get WT on schedule,
please be aware of the following
deadlines: May 1 for the May is
sue and July 1 for the August
issue.

, Happy trails!

Trinidad State Junior College
Santa Fe Trail Council
600 Prospect
Trinidad, CO 81082
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HUTCHINSON SYMPOSIUM
The prog!am 'and preregistration

form for the September 24-27 Sym
posium at Hutchinson Community
College will soon be mailed to all
Council members. Earlier plans,
announced last issue, to include
the complete program in this is
sue were changed because of
available space, and it will be
sent directly to a long listofpo
tential participants.

Program Coordinator Barbara
Peirce is excited about the lineup
of speakers and activities. Watch
for details and plan now to be
there in September.

A popular feature of last year's
Symposium in Trinidad was the
book raffle. Its purpose was to

(continued on page 2)

**********
TRAIL, COUNCIL AND WT

IN MAJOR NEWSPAPERS
Mike Pitel's answer in New York

Times travel columnist Stanley
Carr's column "Q & A," which ap
peared in the Sunday, March 15
Times, with a circulation of
1,553,720, included information
about the Trail, Council, Hutchin
son Symposium, and Wagon
Tracks. The information has
since appeared in at least 11
major newspapers, and the total
circulation is 3,031,141. Several
Council memberships resulted
from this exposure.

Joanne Ditmer, staff writer for
the Denver Post, produced a spe
cial feature on the Santa FeTrail
in the February 21 Saturday sec
tion of the Post. In addition to a
map of the Trail and several illus
trations, the two-page feature
recounted the highlights of the
Trinidad Symposium, explained
hoW to join the Council, summar
ized the history of the Trai1, and
mentioned the Trail Bill, Hutchin
son Symposium, and the Oliv3s'
Trail Tour scheduled for August.
This also generated several new
memberships.

**********
TRAILS CENTER TO BE
AT INDEPENDENCE, MO

WATCH FOR LES VILDA
BULLETIN-Council member and
modern-day mountain man Les
Vilda of Wilber, NE, departed New
Franklin, MO, and the Beginning
of the Trail Monument on April 21
for a hike to Santa Fe. Accompany
ing the intrepid overiander was
his donkey, Joker, who is carry
ing food and bedding on a
packsaddle.

In 1984 Les walked from In
dependence to Santa Fe. As he and
Joker passed Wagon Mound, their
picture was taken by photogra
pher Joan Myers. A copy later ap
peared in Joan's book, Along the
Santa Fe Trail; another copy is

(continued on page 2)

A National FrontierTrails Center
will be constructed at Indepen
dence, MO, once the primary out
fitting and jumping off point for
the Santa Fe, Oregon, and Califor
nia trails. The site of the museum,
the remains of a 19th-century mill
near the site of a spring used by
trail travelers (known as Emigrant
Spring), was dedicated March 15.

The state of Missouri has com
mitted over $2 million for con
struction" completion expected
late in 1988. Plans are to locate
the museum and a genealogy col
lection in the red brick buildings
that once housed the Waggoner
Gates Milling Co. The museum will
focus on the region from St. Louis
to the Pacific Coast and the era
from 1808 when Fort Osage was
founded to 1855 when border war
fare began.

A Friends of the Three Trails
support group is being organized
to help with the center and seeks
members among all persons inter
ested in the trails and the mu
seum. For further information,
contact Jane Mallinson, Box
8604, Sugar Creek, MO 64054.

The Santa Fe Trail Bill passed
the House of Representatives on
March 10 and the Senate on April
22. President Ronald Reagan, who
once starred in' a movie titled The
Santa Fe Trail, signed the bill on
May 8. The governors of the five
,Trail states have been asked by
Council Publicity Coordinator
Mike Pitel to declare May 15 Santa
Fe Trail Day in their respective
states to focus attention on the
Trail and its new status.

New Mexico Congo Bill Richard
son introduced the House bill,
while Kansas Senator Nancy Kas
sebaum introduced it in the Sen
ate. Their colleagues from the
Trail states joined in sponsorship
and support. There was only token
opposition ill either house. The
bill ensures that no lands will be
added to the Trail without consent
of the owners.

The law adds the Santa Fe Trail
to the National Historic Trails
System (the content of the act was
reported in the first issue of WT).
The impetus behind the legisla
tion was provided by the Oregon
California Trails Association, and
it was aCTA's efforts that resulted
in passage of the 'bill. The Santa
Fe Trail Council expresses grati
tude to OCTA leadership for'mak
ing this possible.

,A new burst of enthusiasm, in
cluding better efforts to preserve,
protect, and promote the historic
Trail, is expected to increase
awareness of and visits to Trail
sites. The increase in tourism
will benefit the Trail states and
local communities along the
route. Congo Richardson declared,
liThe bill gives the Santa Fe Trail
its proper place in history and
will promote tourism for the
states that are involved."The law
marks an auspicious new begin
ning for the history of the Santa
Fe Trail and offers additional op
portunities and responsibilities
for the Council. <J

SANTA FE TRAIL BILL SIGNED MAY 8,1987
TRAIL STATES TO
CELEBRATE MAY 15



PRESIDENT~S COLUMN
Recently the Albuquerque Jour

nal ran a full-page ad for the fa
sionable Goldwater's Department
Store which featured women's
"Santa Fe Trail clothing." It seems
that full-length dresses and
blouses with puff sleeves are
what should be worn by the
modern lass contemplating a jour
ney over the Trail.

Such and ad can mean only one
thing. The Santa Fe Trail is "hot"
right now and advertisers are
quick to take advantage of that
fact. Of course, the Trail Bill
which just passed Congress has
received a good deal of press
coverage, contributing to an in
crease in public awareness. But
the on-going programs of aCTA
and your own Council have helped
too. Some of you noted last year
in Trinidad that the time was ripe
to promote the cause of the Trail,
and the past few months have con
tinued to prove you right.

As the Council has struggled to
get organized, we can take pride
in the successes that have been
registered to date-notably a first
Symposium that was enthusias
tically received, and the launch
ing of a handsome newsletter,
Wagon Tracks, under the guiding
hand of Editor Leo Oliva.

Much remains to be done in
working out some of the Council's
organizational kinks.' But these
problems will be tackled by the
governing board in Hutchinson. In
the meantime, everyone can help
by enlisting new members forthe
Council. Our goal-a taU one-is

. to achieve a membership of 500
by the end of the year.

You can assure interested par
ties that joining is easy. Basic
fees of $10 for individuals and
$15 for families should be sent
to our Treasurer John Tarabino,
Trinidad State Junior College, 600
Prospect, Trinidad, CO 81082.
Membership in the Council pro
vides the only means for receiv
ing Wagon Tracks regularly, a
periodical no true Trail buff will
want to misl>.

Barbara Peirce, Symposium Co
ordinator, has already hammered
out a first-rate program for Hut
chinson (September 24-27). Infor
mation about the Symposium may
be found in this issue and a com
plete program will be sent to all
Council members within a few
days. Make plans now to join us
in Hutchinson.

Although my feet were badly cru
shed in my recent auto accident,
they are healing and I hope to be

able to leave my wheelchair and
stand on both of them when I
deliver the President's message
at the opening of the Symposium.
I'll look forward to presenting an
up-beat report on the Santa Fe
Trail Council's first year.

Until then, get busy and bring
in those new members!

-Ma TC Simmons

LES AND JOKER
(continued from page 1)

circulating in the Smithsonian
Trail Exhibit; and the picture was
widely printed in the national
news media, inclUding the New
York Review of Books.

Les is plannin'g to follow the
Mountain Branch, reaching Trin
idad in early June. There he will
pause and take a summer job at
a Boy Scout camp on the Spanish
Peaks. In August he will resume
the trip to Santa Fe where he wi II
spend two days before turning
back east on the Cimarron Cutoff.
If all goes well he will reach Hut
chinson in time for the Council's'
Symposium. Following that, he
will return to New Franklin before
snowfall, becoming the first per
son in modern times to walk the
Santa' Fe Trail roundtrip. Council

.members along the Trail should
watch for the passing of Les and
Joker.

TRAIL HISTORY CREATES
DEBATE IN TRINIDAD

An effort to change the name of
Country Club Drive to Santa Fe
Trail in Trinidad, CO, has touched
off an histori'cal dispute. The idea
reportedly was' an outgrowth of
the Symposium there last Septem
ber. The name of the street was
changed from Santa Fe Avenue to
County Club Drive in the 1920s.

Although Council Exec. V-P Joy
Poole declared there is "documen
tation that indicates that itwould
be honest to rename Country Club
Drive to Santa FeTrail," formerci
ty mayor .Dean Mabry stated the
street was not the route of the his
toric road but had been the local
red light district. He claims the
name was changed to Country Club
Drive because of the "odium" as
sociated with Santa Fe Avenue.
Mabry explained that pioneers he
knew as a boy told him "it was
the location of a lot of fancy
houses of prostitution." It is
amazing what sparks can fly from
the rekindled interest in the Trail.
Trinidad Council members are
requested to inform WT of the
outcome. <l
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HUTCHINSON SYMPOSIUM
(continued from page 1)

raise funds for markers at neg
lected sites along the Trail. This
initial effort brought in almost
$300.

Another raffle is planned forthe
Hutchinson Symposium and both
new books and rare out-of-print
books 'related to the Trail are
needed as prizes. Donations can
be mailed ahead of time to Sec.
Ruth Olson, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550, orcanbe
brought directly to Hutchinson.
Persons willing to give time sell
ing raffle tickets during intermis
sions at the Symposium, please
notify Marc Simmons in advance.

For the second time the S{lnta
Fe Trail Council will present its
Awards of Merit at the Symposium
to individuals who have made a
significant contribution to the
history and preservation of the
Trai I. The first eight recipients at
Trinidad were noted in the first
issue of WT. Any Council member
is eligible to offer a nominee for
consideration. A brief description
of the indi vidua l' s service to the
'Trail should be sent before August
15 to Exec. V-P JOY Poole, Farm
ington Museum, 302 No. Orchard,
Farmington, NM 87401. Awards
will be presented at the Council's
regular business meeting in
Hutchinson.

I Wagon Tracks is the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail Council, a non-prOfit
organization incorporated under the laws
of the State of Colorado. Letters are wel
come, but they become the property of
WT and may be edited or abridged at the
editor's discretion. All rights reserved. Inquir
ies can be directed to the appropriate ad
dresses below. Annual SUbscriptions are
obtained tlvough membership in the Council,
whose dues are fixed per calendar year.
Checks should be made payable to the
Santa Fe Trail Council and sent to the
treasurer.

Membership Categories

Benefactor $1,000
Ufe $500
Institutional $IOO/year
Corporate $lOO/year
Patron $IOO/year
Supporting $50/year
FamUy $15/year
Individual $IO/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, RR 1. Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675
President: Marc Simmons, Box 51, CeITillos,
NM 87010
Executive V-Po Joy Poole, Farmington Mu
seum, 302 North Cl'chard, Farmington, NM
87401
Secretary: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
Treasurer: John Tarabino, Trinidad State Jun
ior College, 600 Prospect, Trinidad, CO 81082
1987 Symposium Coordinator: Barbara
Peirce, HutChinson Community College, 1300
N. Plum, Hutchinson, KS 67502
Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel, Tano
Rd., RI. 4, Box 240, Santa Fe, NM 87501



GIRL SCOUTS HIKE SOON
The Girl Scout Trail Walk to

celebrate the 75th anniversary of
the founding of their organiza
tion, described in the first issue
of WT. is scheduled for June
6-14. Evelyn Bartlow. 54 Wood
bridge Lane. Kansas City. MO
64145. has just published a hand
some trail guide for the Scouts.
called Discover the Santa Fe
Trail. The participants will gath
er at Fort Lamed for.a special pro
gram on June 20.

BENT'S OLD FORT SEEKS
SPANISH RE-ENACTORS
Bent's Old FortNHSnearLa Jun

ta. CO. is seeking historic re
enactors to portray the Spanish
Southwest. The group. to be cal
led "La Gente de la Frontera"
(people of the frontier). will study
the customs. crafts. clothing. and
life style of the frontier Span
iards. They will be trained in re
search. interpretation. pioneer
skills. and making clothing for
living history events. For further
information. contact Chief Park
Ranger Bill Gwaltney. Bent's Old
Fort NHS. 35110 Hwy 194 E, La
Junta. CO 81050.

CIMARRON TRAIL DAYS
The first annual Cimarron Trail

Days celebration will be held May
23-25 at Cimarron. NM. Of special
interest to Santa Fe Trail. buffs
will be a Centennial Wagon Train
re-enactment by the J icarilla
Apache Indians. The three
culture celebration will devote
one day to each of the three cul
tures that shaped Cimarron:
Indian. Hispanic. and Anglo. The
Old Mill Museum and historic St.
James Hotel will be open. Contact
Susan Zeller, Cimarron Chamber of
Commerce. P. O. Box 604. Cimar
ron. NM 87714 (505) 376-2985 or
376-2614.

TRAIL RENDEZVOUS AT
NRA CENTER AT RATON
The annual Santa Fe Trail Ren

dezvous. June 3-7. at the Nation
al Rifle Association's Whitting
ton' Center near Raton. NM, in
cludes a special ceremony honor
ing the Trail. This long weekend
of camping and activities simu
lates the life of the mountain men.
Fees are $10 per person or $25
per family. Contact Whittington
Center Rendezvous. P. O. Box 700.
Raton. NM 87740. <l

BOISE CITY CELEBRATES
SANTA FE TRAIL DAZE
The annual Santa Fe Trail Daze

celebration is June 4-7 at Boise
City. OK. There are events for all
ages and tastes: rodeo.
stagecoach rides. country west
ern entertainment. dances. flea
market. sacred music program.
parade, car show. old-time fiddl
ing. church service. and various
types of competition for kids and
adults. Highlight of the four days
will be a free guided bus tour on
Friday. June 5, 8:00 a.m.• tovar
ious places on and near the Santa
Fe Trail. Advance reservations
are required. Contact Chamber of
Commerce. Box 1026. Boise City.
OK 73933 (405) 544-3344.

FT. UNION FOUNDERS DAY
The 1987 celebration of Fort

Union" Founders Day is July 25-26,
10:00 a.m.· to 4:00 p.m. each day.
at Fort Union National Monument
near Watrous. NM. 28 miles north
of Las Vegas (take Exit 366 off
1-25 and follow SR477 to the Na
tional MonUment). Featured throu
ghout the two-day event will be
tours of the first Fort Union (nor
mally closed to the public). mili
tary re-enactments, cannon
demonstrations (everything but
the booml). fashion shows, tem
perance rallies. craftdemonstra
tions. historic music, talks by
area historians. and more.

This annual event celebrates
the founding of Fort Union on July
25. 1851. near the junction of the
Mountain Branch and Cimarron Cu
toff of the Santa Fe Trai 1. Its pur
pose was to protect the Trail and
serve as a military supply depot
for the Southwest. Fort Union was
an active post until 1891.

The first fort was replaced early
in the Civil War because it was
susceptible to Confederate at
tack. The second fort was under
ground. in the shape of an eight
pointed star. Before the Civil War
ended, construction began on the
third Fort Union. an adobe post.
In addition to the fort. there was
a supply depot and an arsenal.

On F()unders Day the fort speaks
again with the rhythm of the sol
diers' march and the blacksmith's
hammer. Visitors have the oppor
tunity to learn of a bygone era and
get a taste of what life was like
at a 19th-century fort. The site
is open throughout the year. Con
tact Unit Manager. Fort Union Na
tional Monument. Watrous. NM
87753 (505) 425-8023. . <l
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FORT LARNED NHS
SUMMER SCEDULE

Fort Larned National Historic
Site begins its expanded summer
visitor activities on May 23,
Memorial Day weekend. continu
ing through Labor Day. Saturdays
and Sundays will offer intensified
interpretive programs that focus
on the cultural hi story of the post.
the Trail. and frontier Kansas.
Living history interpretation, per
iod costumes. furnished historic
structures. aUdio/visual pro
grams. guided tours, exhibits,
and talks and demonstrations will
be included.

Visitors will be able to see the
development of this National Park
Service area in action. The recon
struction of the fort's block
house. the only original stone
structure that did not survive to
the present. is scheduled to be
underway by summer. The reloca
tion of the visitor parking lot to
a less obrtrusive site will help
everyone better visualize the
post as it appeared during its ac
tive period. The NHS seeks too
present the post, active from
1859-1878. as it appeared in
1868.

Memorial Day weekend and July
4 will offer special programs de
signed to deepen understanding
of the day-to-day lifestyles at a
frontier garrison. In additon to
park staff, several groups and in
dividuals. each with a unique
knowledge of certain aspects of
western history. will be present
to share information with the
public.

Fort Lamed NHS. located on the
Santa Fe Trail6miles west ofLar
ned, KS on Highway 156 is open
daily, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. There
is no entrance fee.

BOOT HILL MUSEUM
OPENS 40th SEASON

Boot Hill Museum atDodgeCity.
KS. will open its 40th summer sea
son on May 23. In addition to the
AAM-accredited museum. two
special exhibits will be featurecb
in 1987: one dealing with the 401
years the museum has been open
and the other "The American West.
in the PopularPress." Interpretiv.e;
activities include the Santa He
Trail and Fort Dodge as well as;
Santa Fe Railroad and Dodge Git.Y
history. Summer hours are: a.:0Dl
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. An admis.sian,fee:
is charged. Contact Ro.o:t.Hii1i11Mi.u.....
seum. Front Stre.e.1!..D'.(i):d~,e;<n't1w ..K'$
67801 (316) 22'n-sm8'8?. <r



MAHAFF!E FARMSTEAD
AND STAGECOACH STOP
HISTORIC SITE

by Michael E. Duncan
[Ed. note: This is the second in
a series on museums and historic
sites along the Trail.)

J. B. Mahaffie. an Indiana far
mer. his wife Lucinda and five
children came to Olathe. KS in
1857 with two wagons. a carriage.
an extra team and some cattle.

Upon arrival. he purchased three
lots on which there was a one
story house. After the arrange
ments were completed. he set out
that night to build a stable for his
stock. which was completed the
next night. (

In 1858 he purchased 160 acres
of farmland northeast of the
square. He then moved his five
room. 20- by 25-foot house by wa
gon and oxen to the present loca
tion. By 1865 he completed a
stone house which still stands.
In that year Mahaffie owned the
largest farm. 570 acres, and the
largest livestock herd in Olathe
township.

From 1863 to 1869. Mahaffie
Farmstead was used as a
stagecoach stop on the Santa Fe
Trail. The stagecoach stop is the
reason that Mahaffie House is on
the National Register of Historic
places and is a vital historic site
to Olathe. to Kansas. and to the
Santa Fe Trail.

Mahaffie Farmstead has three·
structures on the National Regis
ter. the home. a wood peg barn.
and a stone ice house. The histor
ic site is located on 15 acres of
the original 570 acres and in
cludes the orchard. dooryard. and
barn yard.

In 1980 the Mahaffie Farmstead
was purchased by the City of
Olathe with funds raised by local
citizens, grant monies. and the
balance from city funds. It is a
little unusual for a city to own
and operate a museum of such im
portance. This shows that the City
of Olathe is concerned not only
with its future but is also concer
ned about its past.

In 1982 Olathe was awarded a
grant from the federal government
to stablize the buildings and
repair the house. This included
tie rods between east and west
walls. forced air heating. elec
trical improvements. and a new
roof. .

The city received a restoration
matching-grant of $25.000 from
the federal government in 1983.
The house had at least two major

remodelings after the Mahaffie
family sold it in 1886. and this
was the first attempt at restora
tion to historic appearance.

Modern flooring was replaced
with I" x 6" plank flooring. Modern
windows were replaced withper-'
iod two-pane western windows
with working shutters. A window
unit and a pair of shutters original
to the home were found on the
farm. and these items were du
plicated. Three windows that
were added in the present century
were removed and the openings
filled with stone. Other work com
pleted at that time included in
stallation of air-conditioning. a
humidity control system. security
system. lightning rods. and more.

Although the city performs most
of the larger projects. it is hoped
that the community will fund the
development of this site through
donations of time. material. and
funds. That philosophy is working
well. In 1982 attendance was
2,500 visitors. By 1985 it was up
to 12.400.

There are several events
scheduled throughout the year.
The main event is "Bullwhacker
Days." which is held around the
4th of July.

Mahaffie Historic Site is always
looking for volunteers in several
different categories. such as 'tour
guides. gardeners. carpenters.
helpers with special events, etc.
For further information, call (913)
782-6792 weekdays between 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. or write P. O.
Box 768. Olathe. KS 66061.

Mahaffie Farmstead is located
at 1100 Old Kansas City Rd .• north
east of Olathe. Tours are availa
ble. There is a gift shop. and civic
and private groups are welcome
to use the stagecoach dining room
for meetings and special events.
Advance reservations are requir
ed. The staff at Mahaffie Farm
stead hopes you will become a
regular visitor and supporter.

POOLE TO FARMINGTON
GARDNER TO TRINIDAD
Council Exec. V-P Joy Poole left

her position with the Colorado
Historical Society atTrinidad. in
cluding administration of the
Baca & Bloom houses and Pioneer
Museum. in February to be'come
director of the Farmington Mu
seum in Farmington. NM. Council
board member Mark L. Gardnerwill
assume Poole's former position at
Trinidad in mid-May. We wish
them both the best in their new
positions. <1
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POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS-

Editor:

Congratulations to you and all
those who contributed to the Feb
ruary issue of Wagon Tracks. The
November issue was great; this
last issue is almost a history
book!

The response to the Santa Fe
Trail Council is very encouraging.
Those early trail associations
had a rough time and did not sur
vive. The present environmnet is
much more favorable. The general
public is now much more recep
tive and has greater appreciation
for the colorful trail history that
was largely ignored in the past.
We also have lotsofactivemem
bers who are communicating and
-getting things done. There are a
lot of "shakers and movers" in our
organization.

The Rice County Historical
Society's Coronado-Quivira Mu
seum at Lyons. KS recently held
a reception and open house to
celebrate the opening of the base
ment exhibits. The upper level
contains artifacts dating from
prehistoric times to the coming of
the first white settlers. includ
ing. of course. artifacts from the
Trail and from Coronado's visit.
The newly opened lower level
represents Rice County as of
1902. We hope many of those at
tending the Hutchinson Sympo
sium will be able to visit our
museum.

Ralph Hathaway
RR 1. Box 28

Chase. KS 67524

Editor:
I was pleased to see 'the fioe

article by Mark Gardner 00 trader
Malcolm Conn in the last issue of
WT. A series sketching the lives
of some of the lesserknowo mer
chants will be most welcome.

From this article I note two
points of interest in Council Grove
that should be added to the next
edition of my guide. Following the
Santa Fe Trail. One is Conn's
grave in Greenwood Cemetery. and
the other is his "Stone Store" at
Main and Neosho streets.

Marc Simmons
419 Monroe NE #11

Albuquerque. NM 87108

Marc Simmons:
While visiting the Fort Union Na

tional Monument. I saw several
items on display which whetted
my interest-to wit. ox shoes and
cannon balls. The particular at
traction of these items stems from



my finding some of thesenearmy
home, south and west of Capulin,
NM. The cannon balls are of differ
ent sizes, butdo appear to be gen
uine articles. There is no mistak
ing the ox shoes.

I inquired of the personnel at
Fort Union about a possible
branch of the Santa Fe Trail going
through this area and was told I
should contact you. There does
appear to be distinct wagon ruts
passing through to the north of
Hprseshoe Mesa', about one mile
south of the Raton-Clayton
highway, just inside the Colfax
County line. Could it be there was
a spur of the Trail going through
here?

Micha~l ~obbs

P. O. Box 1146
Raton, NM 87740

Simmon~ replies:
Indeed, there was a branch of

the Santa Fe Trail in the region
you describe. It is little known,
but Hobart Stocking in his book
The Road to Santa Fe gives a short
account and a map. He cal1s it
the Two Buttes Cutoff, but maps
of the period often designate it
simply as the Fort Leavenworth
Road. This cutoff was used only
during the 1870s. It led.fromthe
vicinity of Kit Carson, CO south
west past the Two Buttes to Trin
chera Pass on the state line, then
swung around Capulin Mountain
before dropping down to the Rock
Crossing of the Canadian where
it united with the Cimarron Cut
off. Much of the Trail is visible
from the air in the vicinty of
Capulin, but no one in recent
years ht!-s traced the entire
route on the ground.

~~: = ,f .'11 .... f .. - •
... .. III II .. _'=.':

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-
Mary B. and Leo E. Gamble, Santa
Fe Trail Markers in Colorado.
Spearville, KS: Spearville News,
1987. Pp. 55. Map, illus. Paper,
$6.50 (plUS $1.00 postage). Order
from authors at 333 Kansas St.,
Springfield, CO 81073.

In the first decade of this cen
tury the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) undertook the
first program to mark the Santa Fe
Trail. In all of the Trai"l states
except Oklahoma they installed a
series of handsome granite monu
ments to commemorate the pass-

ing of the Santa Fe pioneers.
These monuments remain as sig
nificant points of interest along
the modern Trail.

Unfortunately, many of them are
difficult to find today. Some have
been moved from their original
sites, while others have become
lost in a tangle of weeds and
brush.

All of the 36 markers in Colorado
have been searched out by the
authors of this handy little book.
They have provided a photograph
of each together with carefully
detailed road directions. A brief
history of the Trail is included
and an a ccount of the marking pro
gram in Colorado. Everyone who
delights in following today's San
ta Fe Trail will surely want a copy
of the Gamble's book.

• • • • •
Katharine B. 'Kelley, Along the
Santa Fe Trail in Douglas County,
Kansas: A Brief History of the
Seven DAR Marker Sites and Town
Sites Along the Route of the Trail
in Douglas, County, Kansas.
Baldwin City, KS: Katharine B.
Kelley, 1987. Pp. 44. Maps, illus.,
appendix, bibliog. Paper, $2.00
(includes postage). Order from the
author, Box 43, Baldwin City, KS
66006.

Kelley was one of the recipients
of an Award of Merit at Trinidad
for her work, with the late Amelia
J. Betts (to whose memory this lit
tle book is dedicated), in restor
ing the DAR markers in Douglas
County and erecting new, more
informative markers at those
seven locations. Thatremarkable
project was completed by Kelley
in 1986. Kelley is also a life mem
ber of the Council and one of the
finest boosters any organization
could hope to have .

With detailed maps, clear pho
tographs, and carefully chosen
words, Kelley tells the story of
the Trail and the marked sites in
her home county. She includes
information on post offices,
towns, and stage and mail service
on the Trail. There is a tribute to
Amelia Betts by Marc Simmons.

This labor of love belongs in the
baggage of everyone who travels
the Trail in Douglas County. It
would be ideal if someone as
informed and dedicated as Kelley
could be found in every county
through which the Trail passed to

"prepare a similar booklet.
• • • • •

Norma Gene Butterbaugh Young,
Not a Stoplight in the. County.
Boise City, OK: Boise City News
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Consultants, 1986. Pp. 52. Maps,
illus. Paper, $7.25 (includespos
tage). Order from the author, P. O.
Box. 1146, Boise City, OK 73933.

This brief history of Cimarron
County, OK, of which Boise City
is the county seat, includes maps
showing the route of the Cimarron
Cutoff and the Aubry Route of the
Trail through the county. There
are sections' a bout the Trail, Mor
mon Battalion (one of the recent
Mormon Battalion markers is
located on the courthouse
square), Camp Nichols, and
McNees Crossing in nearby New
Mexico.

Other Trail sites in the county
include Upper Spring (known as
Flag Spring) and Cold Spring
where there is an inscription
rock. Because most Trail sites are
on private property, Young cau
tions readers to secure permis
sion before visiting any of the
Trail locations. This informative
booklet, which includes a self
guided driving tour of the area
with directions and mileages
between points, is an ideal guide
for those pursuing the Trail in the
region (one map shows the Trail
from southwestern Kansas into
northeastern New Mexico) and,
especially, for those fortunate
enough to attend the annual Santa
Fe Trail Daze celebration at Boise
City which includes a bus tourto
many places identified byYoung.
(Ed. note: see article on Trail
Daze on p. 3 of this issue.)

• • • • •
Leo E. and Bonita M. Oliva, Santa
Fe Trail Trivia. Enlarged edition.
Woodston: Western Books, 1987.
Pp. iv + 56. Map, bibliog. Paper,
$2.95 (includes postage). Ortier
from Western Books, P. O. Box I,
Woodston, KS 67675 (quantity
discounts available).

This booklet contains over 500
questions and answers about the
history of the Trail. The author ..
explain that the material is not
considered trivial, but the
popular format was adopted to en
courage users to learn more about
the famous route, the people who
traveled it, and what remains to
be seen today. The range of ques
tions will challenge scholars,
informed buffs, and anyone inter
ested in the Trail.

This publication encourages
readers to join the Santa Fe Trail
Council and includes a member
ship application form. The book
let may be an informative and
enjoyable pastime while travel
ing, especially for those driving
along the Trail. <I
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MARIANO JOSE CHAVES:

MERCHANT ON THE TRAIL
by David A. Sandoval

[Ed. note: This is the second in
a series on merchants and the
Santa Fe trade.]

In May 1840 a small spring car
avan began the trek to Santa Fe.
Mariano Jose Chaves traveled
with his brother don Jose Chaves
y Castillo, Jose Agustin Escu
dero, Antonio Jacquez, Jesus
Palacious, and Chihuahua mag
nate J. Calistro Porras across
Kansas via the Cimarron Cutoff
and reached Santa Fe in July. In
August of that year don Mariano
transported goods to Durango. He
often marketed his wares along
the southern spur of the multi
faceted Santa Fe trading system.
His periodic buying trips to the
United States obviously made a
distinct impression as he report
edly counseled his son, Jose
Francisco Chavez in 1843, "The
heretics are going to over-run all
this country, go and learn their
language and come back prepared
to defend your people." His exper
iences in the trading system had
convinced him of the need for a
defense.

Mariano Jose Chaves (b. Dec. 8,
1808) was the son of politically
prominent Francisco Xavier Chav
es and Ana Maria Alvarez del Cas
tillo. His father was the first
governor of Mexico's New Mexico
(July 5, 1822), and don Mariano
was periodically called upon to
assume executive duties. Hewas
acting governor from May to July
1835, served as second in com
mand under Genera1 Manuel Armijo
during the 1837 insurrection, was
inspector of the Rural Militia in
February 1840, and served as in
terim governor in January 1844
(as primer vocal he was selected
but very quickly resigned· the
responsiblities).

Marriage to Dolores Perea rein
forc'ed familial connections with
other prominent nuevomejicano
merchants trading in and with the
United States. Confusion remains
because Mariano Jose often
traveled with his brothers, Jose
Chaves y Castillo and Antonio
Jose, and American newspapers
had difficulty reporting the ac
tivities of. three brothers who
traded and worked together and
who all had the name "Jose."
Jose Chaves y Castillo married
Manuela Armijo, and Antonio Jose
Chaves married Barbara Armijo
and became known as "Jose
David" through Matthew Field.
Another brother, Tomas Chaves,

was also a merchant most often
involved in the southern route
from Santa Fe and later became
an attorney in Chihuahua. Tomas
Chaves married a niece of the Bi
shop of Durango and perhaps this
is why he established himself in
the south. After "Jose David"was
murdered on the Trail in Kansas
in 1843, Barbara Armijo de Chaves
continued her husband's trade
through the assistance of brother
in-law Jose Chaves y Castillo.

Mariano also traveled with his
brothers-in-law on his visits to
the eastern United States. Juana
Chaves married merchant Juan
Cristobal Armijo, Maria Francisca
married merchant Antonio Jose
Otero, Merced married merchant
Juan Otero, Dolore's married mer
chant Jose Leandro Perea,
Barbara married merchant Juan
Gutierrez, and Manuela Antonia
married merchant Jose Maria
Gutierrez. Manuela Antonia Chav
es de Gutierrez later achieved
fame as the widowed "Sister
Dolores."

With the de~th of "Jose David"
the journey in 1843 via Indepen
dence to St. Louis, and sub
sequently to New York must have
been a rather somber affair. Mex
ican merchants Miguel Otero, Nes:'"
tor Armijo, Felipe Chavez, Juan
Perea, and Jose Gutierrez
accompanied Jose Chaves y
Castillo, Jose Leandro Perea , and
don Mariano to the United States.
The Pereas, don Mariano, and
Jose Chaves y Castillo took
nuevomejicanp children, Joaquin
Perea, Francisco Perea, and Jose
Francisco Chaves, to St. Louis to
enroll them in school and report
edly later to New York where their
education continued. Francisco
Perea later recalled that hi's uncle
don Mariano was a "very impul
sive man and a leading citizen of
Valencia County," who nominated
Manuel ArmijQ to resist the 1837
insurrection. It was after the
death of his brother that don Mar
iano counseled his son to prepare
himself for the defense of his na
tive land.

American newspapers recorded
the wealth of the "principal men"
who reached St. Louis on May 17,
1843. John Pravis (Jose Chaves),
J ames Floris' (Santiago Flores), J.
Olaro (Otero), M. Sandrue (Mateo
Sandoval} with others reportedly
brought sixteen bales and twelve
boxes of silver as well as fifty
packs of furs. They had an es
timated 250 to 300 thousand dol
lars to invest in their buying trip
to the United States.

While don Mariano's reputation
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had been forged through service
to country, family, and region, his
legacy has included the reported
remarks to his son concerning de
fense of country and these com
ments by Josiah Gregg: "Don Mar
iano Chavez ... gentleman of very
amiable character, such as is
rarely to be met with in that unfor
tunate land. It is asserted that he
furnished a considerable quantity
of provisions, blankets, etc., to
Col. Cooke's division of Texan
pri soners."

Mariano Jose Chaves died in
1845 and his widow married Dr.
Henry Connelly who conducted
his business from don Mariano's
estate in Los Padillas as well as
from his home at peralta in Valen
cia County. Susan Magoffin visit
ed the widow (Dolores Perea) in
November 1846 and vividly de
scribed don Mariano's home. "The
house is very large- ... well
furni shed wi th handsome Brus
sels carpet, crimson worsted cur
tains with gilded rings and cor
nices, white marble slab pierta-·
bles, hair and crimson worsted
chairs, candelabra, and . . .
framed pictures and large looking
glasses." Susan. reported that in
one of the rooms were "eight to
ten gilt framed mirrors all about
the wall." Dona Dolores continued
the reputation she had acquired
from compassion and hospitality
when she aided the Texan prison
ers in 1841. The furnishings
undoubtedly were brought to the
"tabernacles of clay" from the
land of the "heretics" via the San
ta Fe Trail.

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTS
MEASURING UP

Mark L. Gardner found this rare
table of Trail era measurements
and their definitions in the West
port Border Star, December 31,
1858 (p. I, col. 2). These terms
to describe volume and weight of
goods shipped were well known
to the merchants and freighters
but are now all but forgotten.

A firkin of butter 56 Ibs
A sack of coals 224 Ibs
A truss of straw 36 Ibs
A stave of hemp •...'..•..•.. 32 Ibs
A sack of flour .....•.•....•. 98 Ibs
A quintal 100lbs
A piggot of steel 120 Ibs
A truss of hay 55 Ibs
A kilderkin 18 gal
A hogshead 54 gal
A barrel 36 gal
A puncheon 84 gal
A bash 80 bus

• • • • •



GLASGOW LETTER, 1846
In 1984 a set of historic letters

came to light at the Missouri His
torical Society in St. Louis. The
letters, on temporary loan from a
private party, were written by Ed
ward James and William Henry
Glasgow, brothers who were fol
lowing the Santa Fe Trail as mer
chants with the annual trading
caravan of 1846. That was the
year the war with Mexico began
and the Army of the West was sent
over the Trail to conquer the Amer
ican Southwest.

Possibly the most important
Santa Fe Trail-related documents
to surface in recent years, the let
ters are now the proud possession
of New Mexico postal collector
Wade Shipley. Mark L. Gardneris
currently working with Mr. Ship
ley toward the goal of publishing
the letters in their entirety. Mr.
Shipley kindly gave Mark permis
sion to publish one of these let
ters in Wagon Tracks.

That letter, printed below, was
written by William H. Glasgow
while encamped at Pawnee Fork,
near present-day Larned, KS. It
was written to his sister in St.
Louis. The explanatory footnotes
are Mark's. (Watch for a biogra
phy of the Glasgow brothers in
a future issue of WT.) .

Pawnee Fork 9 July ,46
Miss Mary Susan Glasgow
My Dear Susan

Since your note in Ellen's1 Ietter,
which I replied to from Indepen
dence, I have not heard from home.
I will make myself think that you
are all well until I hear something
to the contrary. I am, however,
anxious to hear from Susan Fergu
son and Mr. McPherson. 2

We are all here in a jumble about
400 men, 150 waggons [sic] and
900 head of oxen and mules. The
Indians have all decamped; think
ing, I doubt not, that we have come
out to overhaul them for killing Mr.
Bent's cook, who was killed about
1 mile from this place. 3

We are encamped >Ipon the bank
of Pawnee Creek about 5 miles
above where it empties into the Ar
kansas. We feast every day upon
green Buffaloe [sic] tongues, hump
ribs, Buffaloe Sausages, marrow
bones, fish and beans. The
officers of Dragoons4 are within
half a mile of us and we are either
in their camp or they in ours every
day. They areas c!.ever a set of
lads as ever was. We arrived here
on the 4th and had a grand blow
out at the Dragoon camp and
another at our own the next day.
Since then we have been quite ra
tional and amuse ourselves spin
ning yarns, hunting and fishing.

Mr. Fe5 is here and is a perfect

specimen of laziness. He has a
horse and mule but is so poor a
horseman that he can do nothing
with them. He has gone out hunting
several times and, fearing to shoot
off his horse or mule, got down,
when the animal invariably has left
him to foot it 3 or 4 miles into camp.
The first buffaloe hunt he took, his
mule took fright at them and ran
into camp with him, without his be
ing able to stop him. He says he
tried to get a pistol out of his hol
ster to shoot her in the head but
she kept jumping so that he could
not get it out.

The Genl.6 is in good health and
spirits, and if he does not get tired
soon, will, I think, return entirely
restored to health.

I would not be surprised to see
Miss Jos[ephine] Magoffin any
day, as a Gent left Independence
when I was there for St. Louis with
the consent of her Father to
accomp[any] her. 7 His intention is
to return to Chihuaa this fall. I have
not yet called upon Mrs. Magoffin8

as she is encamped upon the other
side of the creek and about 4 miles
from this place. We are going over
this evening or. tomorrow.

Tell Cush B. that her name must
possess some particular powers
as my mare (Lucretia) is as quiet
as a lamb and as playful as a kitten
with me, and has invariably run off
with every other man in camp who
has attempted to ride her. It may
be because no one ever goes near
her to feed, stake and water her
except myself, and I manage her
when in the saddle more by speak
ing to her than by the bridle.

We are all busy jerking buffaloe
mea t and around our camp is to
be seen upon all sides frameworks
of willow: brush loaded with meat
drying. How long we will remain here
is yet a mystery, not more than
2 weeks longer I hope.

2 companies of volunteers have
just come up and we have had a
meeting of all the traders at our
camp (they have just left) as well
as Capt Moore of the Dragoons,
who has given l,lS all permission to
go to Bent's Fort. He is going with
us with 4'00 men. There is 500 more
within 3 or 4 days march of us.
We will go to Bent's and wait for
the ending of the war. Col. Kear
ney9 [sic] will catch up with us in
about 12 days.

There are 2 Mexicans with us,
one a nephew of Gov. [Manuel]
Armijo and Don Peo Sambrano [?],
both frightened to death and think
ing the army is going to eat Mexico
and the Mexicans. We read a paper
cont[ainin]g an account of the sei
sure [sic] of Elguia's goods in N.
York but think it impossible that our
government could be guilty of so
mean an action. 1o If it should prove
true, George Doan may be in a bad
way notwithstanding his English
passport. 11

We hope to have a great deal of
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sport hunting at Bent's Fort, as the
mountains are full of Deer, Turkeys
and Bear, and if we are detained
there until Col. K. takes possession
of New Mexico, we may have plenty
of time.

Some of the volunteers that came
up today are pretty sick of their
"pleasure trip." They would now be
content if they could get off to dis
pence with all the glory and laurels
they expect to win, but they are
in for it and will have to see the
end of it. When Major M. L. Clark12

comes up with us I shall expect to
receive letters from you all. Until
the ports on the Mexican Gulf are
opened, by Ft. Leavenworth is the
most speedy route that letters can
reach us, as there will be express
es going continually between that
place and Col. Kearney's army until
their return.'

Give my love to all my sweet
hearts and tell them I think of them
partiCUlarly when standing guard at
night watching for Indians.

Remember me to all my relations
at home and tell them thatlshould
be glad to hear from any and a'II
of them at any time. Kiss Ellen's
brats for me and tell her we are
making a man of her maypole as
fast as may be. Give my love to
Ma, Pa, Miss Patsy, Laura, Ellen,
the negroes and the babies, and
believe me ever your affectionate
Bro. Wm H.

Remember me also to Miss "Coons"

NOTES
1. Elean()( Glasgow Clark, sister 01 Will am H.

Glas90w and wile of George Rogers Hancock
Clark. Mary Susan Glasgow later married a
half brother 01 G. R. H. Clark. Jefferson Kearny
Clark. Both J. K. and G. R. H. Clark were
sons of William Clark of Lewis and Clark
lame.

2. Possibly William H. McPherson, St. Louis lawyer
and business man. J. Thomas Scharf, History
01 St. Louis City and County (Philadelphia:
Louis H. Everts" & Co., 1883), II, 1490.

3. The unidentified cook was probably killed .
by Comanches in the latter part 01 May. He
was accompanying the Missouri-bound Bent,
S!. Vrain & Co. train of 22 wagons. Louise
Barry, The Beginning 01 the West (Topeka:
Kansas State Historical Society, 1972). 589.

4. The dra900ns, an advance detachment 01 Gener
al Stephen Watts Kearny's ""'my 01 the West;
had been sent \0 Pawnee Fork under command
01 Captain Benjamin D. Moore. Their orders
were to capture the trains 01 Manuel Armijo
and Albert Speyer, which were suspected 01
carrying arms and ammunition to the Mex
icans. Although the dragoons were too late
to capture the above trains, all other southern
bound merchants were ordered to wait at
Pawnee Fork until the rest of the army could
catch up. Leo E. Oliva, Soldiers on the Santa
Fe Trail (Norman: University 01 Oklahoma Press,
1967), 64-65.

5. rw. Fe (or Fay), an Italian. was one of a
number 01 men who accompanied the Glas
gows as lar as Bent's Fort lor reasons 01
ttealth and sport. On the return trip, Fe got
himself into a bit of trouble when he became
separated from the main party and "stopped
to shoot a wol'. and suddenly found himself
beset by two Cheyennes. They menaced, but
did not injure him, as he was well armed."
Dale Mor9an, ed., Overland in 1846: Diaries
and Letters 01 the California-Clregon Trail
(Georgetown, CA: The Talisman Press, 1963),
652-653.

$. "The General" was the nickname lor George
Rogers Hancock Clark, brother-In-law of the
Glas90w brothers. G. R. H. Clark, like Mr.
Fe, accompanied the Glasgo.ws lor only a



portion of the jo-;;mey.
7. Josephine and her sister lXsula, daughters

of merchant James W. Magoffin, were living
at the Visitation Convent in 51. Louis. However,
there is no evidence that Josephine made
the trip down the Trail that year. Perhaps
James Magoffin's plans for his daughter were
interrupted by the Mexican War and his ·secret
mission· from President James K. Polk. William
E. Connelley, Doniphan's Expedition (Kansas
City: Bryant & Douglas Book and Stationery
Co., 1907), 138-139.

8. Susan Shelby Magoffin, wife of merchant
Samuel Magoffin, James's brother. See Down
the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico: The Diary
of Susan Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1841, Stella
Drumm, ed. (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1926).

9. Kearny was commissioned a brigadier general
on June 30, 1846.

10. The author is probably referring to Chihuahua
merchant Francisco Eiguea. Art account of
the incident described, however, could not
be found. If Eiguea's goods were seized,
they were not held long, as he arrived in
Chihuahua with the other merchants in 1841.
George Rutledge Gibson, Journal of a Soldier
Under Kearny and Doniphan, 1846-1841, Ralph
P. Bieber, ed. (Glendale, CA: Arthur H. Clark
Co., 1935), 327-328., rI

11. Since a state of war the existed between
Mexico and the U. S.. some merchants
believed those with foreign passports would
be free to go into Mexican territory unmolested.
Although Doan was the son of a St. louis
merchant, his partner, James Josiah Webb,
explained in his reminiscences that Doan "was
born and lived a few years of his early
life in one of the British West Indies, and
got a BritiSh passport from the consul at
New Qleans." James Josiah Webb, Adventures
in the Santa Fe Trade, 1844-1841, Ralph P.
Bieber, ed. (Glendale, CA: Arthur H. Clark Co.,
1931), 175.

12. Meriwether lewis Clark, commander of the
Battalion of Missouri light Artillery, was anoth
er son of William Clark. Connelley, Doniphan's
Expedition, 570-573.

HELP WANTED

I have located an inscription on
a rock along the Purgatory which
may be a an emblem or a map, per
haps a treasure map. I will send
a photo or drawing of the inscrip
tion to anyone who might be able
to help. I am seeking the name
and address of relatives of Myrtle
Houseman (Trinidad, CO) orGrace,
Angelina or Emanuel Lopat (Aur
ora, CO). I'm also seeking people
in PA who had relatives on way
home from CA gold fields, winter
ed in Santa Fe, and disappeared
next spring on the Santa Fe Trail
north of Raton Pass.

Any treasure stOry along the
Trail from Point of Rock (Middle
Spring), KS to Point of Rock, NM
will be checked out and, if found,
you will get your share. Any help
will be appreciated. I plan to at
tend the Hutchinson Symposium.

Ike Osteen
380 Kansas

Springfield, CO 81073

• • • • •
URGENT SECOND PLEA

To all museums along the Trail:
The response to my request in

the last WT has been less than
expected, and the message is
here repeated.

I am designing a set of bro-

chures for the SFT L;oun<.;u on .....
seums along the Trail. Whether
you're large or small, please send
me two or three paragraphs on
your institution, to be included in
this set of brochures. Ifyou have
brochures, please send some with
your information. The purpose of
this project is to compile a com
plete guide to museums for those
explorers who travel the Trail.
Your assistance is appreciated;
please tell others who may not
receive our newsletter.

Michael E. Duncan
Mahaffie Historic Site

P. O. Box 768
Olathe, KS 66061

INEW SfTC MEMBERS I
This list includes memberships

received since the last issue up
to May ,I, when total memberships
stood at 308; those received after
this printing will appear in the
next issue. If there is an error in
this information, please send cor
rections to the editor. Corrections
are needed for the membership
roster to be printed later this
year. If you know of people who
may be interested in the Council
and are not on this list, please
urge them to join. We thank you
for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Arrow Rock State Hist. Site, Arrow
Rock, MO 65320

Denver Public Library, Acquisi
tions/Serials, 3840 York St. Unit
I, Denver, CO 80205-3536

Fort Larned Historical Society, San
ta Fe Trail Center, RR 3, Larned,
KS 67550

Stevens County Gas & Historical
Museum, 905 S. Adams, P. O.
Box 87, Hugoton, KS 67951

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIPS

Council Grove Chamber of Com
merce, P. 0 .. Box 227, Council
Grove, KS 66846

Kit Carson Foundation, DrawerCCC,
Taos, NM 87571 .

Bill Foster, 63 Moya Rd., Santa Fe,
NM 87501

Shiela Sutton Schmidt, The Rock
House, Pawnee Rock, KS 67567

Marc Simmons, Box 51, Cerrillos,
NM 87010

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Larry & Barbara Black, 703 Pine,
Box 823, Woodland Park, CO
80866

Ralph & Joyce Bolerjack, 10813 NE
20th, Bellevue, WA 98004

Edward & Janice Boyd, RR 1, Lar
ned, KS 67550

M/M Carl BOXberger, 3614 Robin
Road, Great Bend, KS 67530

Carl Buchanan, 1004 S. County Rd.
29, Loveland, CO 80537
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Bob & Peggy Button, RR 3, Box 169,
Great Bend, KS 67530

Patty & AI Campbell, 919 West 4th
St., Larned, KS 67550

Lt. Col. &Mrs. Alden E. Clifford, 983
Cherryvale Rd., Boulder, CO
80303

Marion & Velma Coen, RR 1, Box 32,
Elkhart, KS 67950

Mary Jean Cook, 720 Paseo de Per
alta, P. O. Box 2676, Santa Fe,
NM 87504-2676

M/M 'Edgar Copeland. Box 106,
Prairie Home, MO 65068

Charles E. Current, 410 East Aztec,
Gallup, NM 87301

Michael E. Duncan, Mahaffie Farm
stead & Stagecoach Stop, Box
768, Olathe, KS 66061

Fritz & Mell Feltman & Family, 1838
Sun Mountain Drive, Santa Fe.
NM 87505

M/M J. M. Fiore, 411 Lakewood Cir
cle, Colorado Springs, CO 80910

M/M Wesley Garton, Swan Lake
Farm, Benton, KS 67017

Dr. & Mrs. R. H. Gump, 38 Norfolk
Drive, Wichita, KS 67207

Robert & Lindly Haddad, 9105 W.
Monticello PI., Littleton, CO
80123

Vaughn and Betty Herrold, 3061 E.
Peakview Cir., littleton, CO
80121

Star & Ed Jones, 218 E. Buena Vis
ta, Santa Fe, NM 87501

M/M Terry R. Koenig, P. O. Box
1169, Artesia, NM 88211

Doris & Lawrence Lyons, 905 Calle
Arco, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Gene & Mary Martin, 302 Crystal
Hills Blvd., Manitou Springs, CO
80829

Harvey & Grace McKinnis, Box 456,
Springfield, CO 81073

Diane Meyer, 12178 E. AmherstCir
cle, Aurora, CO 80014

Ted & Dottie Morgan, P. O. Box 774,
Lakin, KS 67860

M/M Kermit Mowbray, 1415Collins,
Topeka, KS 66604

M/M Stanley Moffet, P. O. Box 88,
Larned, KS 67550 .

Buddy & Bebe Morse, P. O. Box 58,
Cimarron, NM 87714

Ed & Viola Navrot, 1920 Kiva Road,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

John & Emma Olson, Box 4, Garfield,
KS 67529

Barbara & Ken Peirce, 1920 N. Jef
ferson, Hutchinson, KS 67501

M/M Robert G. Randal, Box 236,
Cascade, CO 80809

Gene L. Rasch, 3725 SW 30th
Terr., Topeka, KS 66614

Doyle & Fiona Reed, 328 12th St..
Davis, CA 95616

Norma & Floyd Souders, P. O. Box
527, Cheney, KS 67025

Niles & Florence Stout, Box V, Lyn
don, KS 66451

Irving & Mable Sutton, 30475 Gale
Rd., Pueblo, CO 81006

T. L. &AnitaG. Thomas, 135 Camino
Escondido, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Elwood & Kristine Van Petten, 906-
D Fontmore Rd., Colorado
Springs, CO 80904

Robert & Madge Yarmer, P. O. Box
158, Ellinwood, KS 67536



Bob & Norma Jean Young, Box
1146, Boise City, OK 73933

Donald & Lillie Zwick, RR 1, Box 144,
Lyons, KS 67554

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Jack Arnold, RR 3, Box 67, Larned,

KS 67550 .
Susan Badger, 800 Chamisal NW,

Albuquerque, NM ~7107
William Barton, RR 3, Trenton, MO

64683
Gary Becker, 1917 Cron, Augu~ta,

KS 67010
Kathy Bergman, The Friends of Ar

row Rock, Inc., Box 124, Arrow
Rock, MO 65320

Robert L. Berry, 11505 Pacific St.,
Omaha, NE 68154

Janet Bevers, 513 Andrew, Dodge
City, KS 67801

Patricia Brace, 1140 Pinewood
Ave., Littleton, CO 80121

Betty Braddock, Kansas Heritage
Center, P. O. Box 1275, Dodge
City, KS 67801

Raymond Breun, 6144 McPherson,
St. Louis, MO 63112

Scott Burnett, 6940 Woodland,
Shawnee, KS 66218

Mrs. H. C. Campbell, 423 West 5th
St., Larned, KS 67550

Evelyn M. Carlson, 2503 Highland,
Salina, KS 67401

Terry W. Chapman, 2412 West
71 st St., Prairie Village, KS 66208

James M. Cowsert, 700 Oak Crest
Lane, Georgetown, TX 78628

Doris M. Cress, RR 1, Box 66, Coun
cil Grove, KS 66846

Da vid Dary, 1101 W. 27th St., Law-
rence, KS 66046 .

Doyle L. Davidson, P. O. Box 316,
La Junta,CO 81050

David Decker, P. O. Box 1893, Den
, . ver, CO 80201
Lorena Orvananos Donohue, 16413

B East Radcliff Place, Aurora, CO
80015

Theron R. Dosch, 6466 S. Brent
wood Way, Littleton, CO 80123

Elizabeth Duke, Box 34, Vassar, KS
66543

Gilbert W. Dvies, P. O. Box '944, Yre
ka, CA 96097

Neil Dvorak, 2562 S. Newport, Den
ver, CO 80224

Terry Dwyer, 835 S. Dover St.,
Lakewood, CO 80226

Merv Eastberg, 16066 B East Rice
Place, Aurora, CO 80015

Page Edwards, 2580 Parfet St.,
Lakewood, CO 80215

George Elmore, 817 Kansas, Lar
n'ed, KS 67550

Richard Eng, P. O. Box 1807, Santa
Fe, NM 87504

Gerald Faust, 746 West 5th, Las
Animas, CO 81054

Richard Firth, Firth & Associates,
P. O. Box 6041, Leawood, KS
66206 .

Richard L. Frajola, 85 North St.,
Danbury, CT 06810

Mark Gardner, 1690 Pontiac St.,
, Denver, CO 80220

Nancy L. Garver, 1120 SW 41 st,
Oklahoma City, OK 73109

Roe Groom, RR 1, Box 14, Council
Grove, KS 66846

Jean Tyree Hamilton, 537 E. East
wood, Marshall, MO 65340

Ronald J. Harbeck, 1949 S. Moline
Way, Aurora, CO 80014

Minnie E. Hefner, Box 206, Lakin,
KS 67860

Barbara B. Hurley, 4800 Hale Par
kway, #211, Denver, CO 80220

Wanda C. Inman, 4363 Oakridge
Court, Hillsboro, MO 63050

Jon G. James, Park Historian, Jef
ferson National Expansion His
torical Association, 11 North 4th
St.,·St. Louis, MO 63102

Jill Jean Johnson, 65 Clarkson,
601, Denver, CO 80218

Robert L. Johnson, Taproot Habi
tat, P. O. Box 293, EI Dorado
Springs, CO 80025

Jerry Keenan, 4680 Talbot Dr.,
Boulder, CO 80303

Philip J. Kirby, P. O. Box 311, Inyo
kern, CA 93527

John Kessell, 823 Girard NE,
Albuquerque, NM 87106

Merlin E. Kruse, 303 E. Walnut, Wa
terville, KS 66548

Patricia J. Kule, 1618 W. Cheyenne
Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO
80906

Ralph A. Lombardi, Drawer F, Smith
town, NY 11787

Mrs. Marguerite Lovejoy, 343 Rain
bow Circle, EI Paso, TX 79912

Stephen A. Lyon, 6638 S. Acoma
St., Littleton, CO 80120

Mary W. MacLeod, 1813 Calle de
Sebastian, Santa Fe, NM 87501.

Ken Marks, 2186 Bluegrass Le.,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237

Ann M. Matheny, RR 1, Box 66, Clar
emont, SO 57432

Stella May, 83 Richardson Road,
Centerville; MA 02632

Linda McCaffery, P. O. Box 104, El
linwood, KS 67526

Ellen McCall, 760 Teri Lane, Santa
Barbara, CA 93105

Susanne McClain, P. O. Box 76, Ser
afino, NM 87569

Marian Meyer, 2327 Old Arroyo
Chamisa Rd., Santa Fe, NM
87505 '

Roberta Monteith, 209 Elmwood,
Topeka, KS 66606

Sylvia D. Mooney, 7120 Harecliff
Dr., Kansas City,. MO 64133 '

Grace E. Muilenburg, 2075 College
View Rd., Manhattan, KS 66502

Paul Murphy, 47 Samoset St.,
Dorchester, MA 02124

Joan Myers, 1710 Canyon Rd.,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Ike Osteen, 380 Kansas, Spring
field, CO 81073

Mrs. Leonora C. Paloheimo, 614
Acequia Madre, Santa Fe, NM
87501

Helen L. Patterson, 1334 Geneva
St., Aurora, CO 80010

Marjorie Persinger, 512 Harrison,
Hugoton, KS 67951

Leon Peters, 137 E. 38th St., #55,
New York, NY 10016

Phil Petersen, 32825 Hwy 194, La
Junta, CO 81050

Michael E. Pitel, New Mexico Travel
& Tourism Div., Room 750 Joseph
.M. Montoya Bldg., 1100 St. Fran
cis Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87503
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Bill Pitts, 730 NE 8th St., Apt. 107,
Oklahoma City, OK 73104

Irene Pommerenke, 2214 San
Domingo, Great Bend, KS 67530

Katherine K. Powell, 903 N. 2nd St.,
Garden City, KS 67846

Neville Prentice, 1118 University
Bay Dr., Madison, WI 53705

Michael Paul Randall, 106 N. Harri-'
son, Spring Hill, KS 66083

Jacqueline S. Riddell, 304 Camino
Real, Fort Collins, CO 80524

Robert Ripley, 8202 Peach Tree
Lane, Wichita, KS 67207-1144

Dennis R. Schneider, RR 1, Box 8,
Cimarron, NM 87714

Charlie Scott, Box 676, Tonganox
ie, KS 66086

Shirley Segars, RR 1, Box 264, Win
der, GA 30680

Barbara Shattuck, 2209 Madison
Ave., Norfolk, NE 68701

Lorn M. Shields, M.D., 820 Val
Verde SE, Albuquerque, NM
87108

Alvin Singer, 336 Edgewood Ave.,
Teaneck, NJ 07666

Art Siverling, 138 Wilshire Ct., Elyr
ia, Ohio 44035

Martin Stein, Kansas State Histor
ical Society, 120 West 10thSt.,
Topeka, KS 66612

H. Henrietta Stockel, P. O. Box
5676, Santa Fe, NM 87502

Buena Stolberg, Box 23, Arrow
Rock, MO 65320

D. H. Swindle, 1513 Cornell NE,
Albuquerque, NM 87106

Vivian Thomas, Box 333, Lakin, KS
67860

Col. William H. Vail, Ret., 1514 Mon
tana Ave., EI Paso, TX 79902

R. G. Wellman, RR 1, Alden, KS
67512

Willard White, 3267 Ivanhoe, St.
Louis, MO 63139-2245

Tom Wolff, P. O. Box 12940, St.
Louis, MO 63141

Judith Yale, 59 Doolittle Drive, Beth
any, CT 06525

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be addresed to
the editor:

Leo E. Oliva
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
(913) 994-6253

/'.11 ipquiries regarding mem
bership should be directed to
the secretary:

Ruth Olson
Santa Fe Trail Center
RR 3
Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-2054

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Every membership is to receive

all issues of Wagon Tracks print
ed during the year. If you have
not received all three issues,
contact the editor. Additional
copies of back issuesmaybe pur
chased from the editor for a cost
of $1. 00 per copy postpai<!. <]



TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and ac
tivity. Remember this is a quarter
ly. The-next issue should appear
~n August, so send information for
September and later. Thank you.

May 15, 1987: Santa Fe TrairDay
in Colorado, Kansas, Missouri,
New Mexico, and Oklahoma.

May 23-25, 1987: Cimarron Trail
Days, Cimarron, NM (see item on
p. 3.

June3-7, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Ren
dezvous at the Na tional Rifle As
sociation's Whittington Center,
Raton, NM (see item on p. 3).

June 4-7, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Daze, Boise City, OK (see item on
p. 3).

June 5-7,1987: Rails & Trails Days.
Parade, dinner dance in old
AT&SFRR Roundhouse, guided
ranch tours. Las Vegas/San
Miguel Co. Chamber of Com
merce, P. O. Box 148, Las
Vegas, NM 87701 (505) 425
8631.

June 6, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, Larned, KS, Spring meeting
of Kansas State Historical Socie
ty, featuring speakers, tours of
the galleries, and a field trip to
local Trail sites, to be followed
by evening activities at Fort Lar-

-ned NHS. Open to the public.
June 7, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Cen

ter, Larned, KS, Dedication Day,
celebrating anniversary of open
ing of the Trail Center, with open
house, free admission to gal
leries, and living history por
trayals. Open to the public.

June 7-14, 1987: Girl Scout Trail
Walk (see item on p. 3). .

June 20-21, 1987: Battle of Glorie
ta Pass Re-enactment, encamp
ment, battlefield tours, refresh-

Wagon Tracks
Santa Fe Trail Council
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

ments, book sales, souvenirs;
free admission. Santa Fe c&VB,
P. O. Box 909, Santa Fe, NM
87501 (505) 984-6760 or (800)
528-5369.

June 28-July 27, 1987: Albuquer
que Museum, Albuquerque, NM,
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
-"The Santa Fe Trail: Photo
graphs by Joan Myers."

July 4, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Center,
Larned, KS, Fourth of July Cele
bration, featuring barbecued
buffalo lunch, live folk music
under "big top" tent, living his
tory, and special programs.
Open to the public.

July 25-26: Fort Union, NM, Foun
ders Day Celebration, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. each day. See story on
p. 3.

Aug. 3-6, 1987: Workshop on early
Kansas, including the Santa Fe
Trail, one hour of college credit
available. Contact Betty Brad
dock, Director, Kansas Heritage
Center, P. O. Box 1275, Dodge
City, KS 67801.

Aug. 7-8, 1987: Bent's Old Fort
NHS, 35110Hwy 194E, LaJunta,
CO 81050, Bent Descendants
Celebration. For further informa
tion, contact Craig Moore at
above address.

Aug. 7-16, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Tour from Fort Osage, MO, to
Santa Fe, NM. Contact Leo E.
Oliva, Heritage Tours, P. O. Box
1, Woodston, KS 67675.

Sept. 2-Oct. 1, 1987: Hutchinson
Public library, Hutchinson, KS,
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
-"The Santa Fe Trail: Photo
graphs by Joan Myers."

Sept. 4-7,1987: Annual Santa-Cal
i-Gon Celebration. Independence
Chamber of Commerce, P. O. Box
147, Independence, MO 64051.

Sept. 5-7, 1987: Santa Fe Trail Re
enactment, Arrow Rock State
Historic Site, Arrow Rock, MO
65320.

Sept. 24-27, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Symposium. Hutchinson Com
munity College, Hutchinson, KS.

FROM THE EDITOR
Many exciting things are hap

pening along the Trail. Get invol
ved, participate, urge others to
join. The inclusion of ourTrail in
the National Trails System,
thanks to the determined efforts
of OCTA and Trail state senators
and representatives, is the begin
ning of greater things to come.
The quick response of Trail state
governors to a request to declare
May 15 Santa Fe Trail Day is
another sign of new awareness.

Girl Scouts will be hiking the
route next month. Approximately
60 fifth and sixth graders from
Wamego, KS will travel and camp
along the Trail in August. Barton
County Community College at
Great Bend, KS offered a credit
tour of a portion of the road early
in May. Hutchinson Community
College will offer credit for study
ing Trail history at the September
Symposium. There are still a few
seats left on our Augusttourwith
credit available from Fort Hays
State University.

In addition, there are surely
many things happening that have
not reached this isolated editor's
desk. If the Council and WT are
to fulfill their purposes, everyone
will have to provide information.
There was, by the way, morema
terial than room in this issue, but
those items will remain in the
hopper for later use. Deadline for
the next newsletter is July 1.

Happy trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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MARY DONOHO:
NEW FIRST LADY ON
THE SANTA FE TRAIL

by Marian Meyer

There is a new First Lady of the
Santa Fe Trai I.

Arecent discovery1 places Mary
Watt Donoho on the Trail and in
Santa Fe thirteen years earlier
than her well-known predeces
sor, Susan Shelby Magoffin.

The journey by 18-year-old Su
san with her husband Samuel in
1846 has long been accepted by
historians as the first by an Amer
ican woman. In her journal,
Magoffin recorded her arrival on
August 31, 1846, two weeks after
General Stephen Watts Kearny's
occupation of Santa Fe.

"I have entered the city in a year
that will always' be remembered
by my countrymen; and under the
'Star Spangled banner' too, the
first American lady, who has corne
under such auspices, and some of
our company seem disposed to
make me the first under any cir
cumstances that ever crossed the
Plains," she wrote. 2

But history has now proved her
wrong. Mary Donoho lived in Santa
Fe for at least four years, helped
run a hotel, and gave birth to two
children before Magoffin's visit.
Accompanied by her husband Wil
liam, an infant daughter, 150 Mis
souri adventurers and wagon
loads of freight, Mary Donoho ar
ri ved in Santa Fe in 1833.3

Donoho established his over
land trade headquarters there and
they operated a hotel, perhaps the
old Fonda, the inn at the end of
the Trail, on the same site where
La Fonda Hotel stands today.

A lengthy article which appear
ed in The Daily New Mexican on
August 19, 1885, reported that Mr.
J. B. Donoho of Clarksville, Tex
as, was making his first visit to
Santa Fe since he and his family
left in 1839.4 ''This gentleman is
a native of Santa Fe," noted the
story, "having opened his infant
peepers here on the 15th day of
May 1837-near1y half a century
ago."

(continued on page 6)

HUTCHINSON SYMPOSIUM
Sept. 24-27-Join Us!

COUNCIL TO REPRINT
RITTENHOUSE HISTORY
Jack Rittenhouse of Albuquer

que, authorofthe invaluable San
ta Fe Trail. A Historical Biblio
graphy (originally published by
the University of New Mexico
Press in 1971). has graciously
donated exclusive rights to the
Santa Fe Trail Council to reprint
and sell the introduction to that
volume, with all proceeds going
to the Council. This reprint, Trail
of Commerce and Conquest: A
Brief History of the Road to San
ta Fe, will make available a con
cise and accurate summary of
Trail history.

It is hoped that this first pub
lication of the Council will be
available in time for the Hutchin
son Symposum in September and
that museums and bookshops
along the Trail will make it
available to the wide audience it
deserves for many years to corne.
Council President Marc Simmons
has prepared a foreword for the
new edition. Sales and distribu
tion will be handled through the
office of Wagon Tracks. The
Council expresses gratitude to
Rittenhouse for wri ting the mater
ial in the first place and for this
generous contribution.

VILDA TRAVELS TRAIL
Les Vilda has traversed much of

the Trail since leaving New Frank
lin, MO, April 21. He arrived in
Trinidad, CO, July 2. Because his
donkey, Joker, and he both carne
up lame early in the journey, Vilda
has traveled in a small covered
wagon pulled by his horse, Zulu.
He wore out a set of wagon wheels
before reaching Pawnee Rock.

Vilda attracted widespread in
terest along the way, with numer
ous newspaper articles about him
and the Trail. He will depart Santa
Fe in August and hopes to return
as far as Hutchinson in time for
the Sept. Symposium before com
pleting the round trip back to New
Franklin. <l

REMAINS AT GLORIETA
MAY BE CIVIL WAR

CONFEDERATE DEAD
The skeletal remains of at least

33 individuals, believed by Mu
seum of New Mexico ar
chaeologists to be Confederate
casualties at the Battle ofGlorie
ta, March 28, 1862, have been
unearthed near Pigeon's Ranch
site of the decisive Civil Wa;
engagement on the Santa Fe Trail.
Other items recovered include
buttons and clothing scraps.

Archaeologist Yvonne Oakes
was called to be scene by land
owner Kip Silerwhen he discover
ed remains while trenching for a
foundation on June 24, justafew
days after the 125th anniversary
re-enactment of the battle on
June 21. The number of Confeder
ate dead at the 1862 battle was
35 or 36, and all but one were bur
ied on the battlefield. Further
investigation may reveal more
about the battle that was the turn
ing point of the Civil War in the
West.

SANTA FE NATIONAL
HISTORIC TRAIL

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
by Bob Kasparek

On May 8,1987 the Santa FeNa
tional Historic Trail became an
official member of the National
Trails System. This is a mixed
blessing, for now that the Trail
is "officially" recognized, it also
means that the government and its
bureaucracy have to get involved.

Landowners, historians and
Trail buffs all know that the Trail
exists. But the law now says that
the national historic trail must
be documented in an official pre
scribed manner. The law discour
ages land acquisition, and
encourages states and organiza
tions to become part of a grass
roots effort to preserve the Trail's
resources, to provide public
access, and to promote public
enjoyment and understanding of
the Trail. Congress regards the
Trail and its resources to be of
national significance so that its

(continued on page 10)



PRESIDENT~S COLUMN
All Council members, as well as

many others interested in the San
ta Fe Trail, should have received
by now the program andregistra
tion form for the up-coming Sym
posium in Hutchinson, September
24-27.

This event is really the center
piece of the Council's activity. A
four-day program of lectures,
panels, tours, and receptions not
only provides both old hands and
newcomers a fine opportuni ty to
learn more about the Trail, it
gives everyone a chance to meet
persons who share their own spe
cial interests. I well remember
the people in Trinidad, first
timers, who told me they had no
idea a get-together like the Sym
posium could be so much fun.

Our Symposium for 1987
promises to be particularly
memorable. With all the publicity
attending the passage and pre
sidential signing of the Santa Fe
Trail bill the media spotlight has
been focused on the Council and
on the history of the Trail. We
even hope to have a news-maker
with us at Hutchinson-a National
Park Service official who will
make a first announcement of
some of the plans made possible
by the new bill.

Symposium Coordinator Barbara
Peirce has worked tirelessly for
months to assemble a program
that will appeal to the widest pos
sible audience. The varied agen
da ranges from a panel about
"Wildlife on the Trail"
(specifically requested by sever
al members last year) to an ad
dress by the distinguished
scholar Dr. David J. Weber, head
of the SMU History Department.

Perhaps as a measure of the
success of the" Council and its
programs, it is worth noting that
at least three places have expres
sed an interest in holding future
Symposiums-Santa Fe, Overland
Park, and Bent's OldFort/La Jun
ta. The site of the next Symposium
in 1989 will be decided in an open
Board meeting on the afternoon of
September 24. All interested
Council members are invited to at
tend Board meetings during the
Symposium.

The people of Hutchinson are
fully behind this year's program
and all participants can expect a
red-carpet welcome. It is impor
tant, however, to help out the
organizers by registering early.
Anyone who missed receiving a
program and form for registration
can get these by writing Barbara

at Hutchinson Community Col
lege, 1300 N. Plum, Hutchinson,
KS 67501.

See you on the Trail ... at the
Symposium.

-MaTC Simmons

BOARD MEETINGS OPEN
TO COUNCIL MEMBERS
Meetings of the SFT Council

Board at Hutchinson will be open
to members interested in sitting
in to observe consideration of the
important items on the agenda.
The meeting planned for Thurs
day, Sept. 24, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
(see tentative agenda below) in
cludes discussion of the propo
sed bylaws for the Council begin
ning at 3:00 p.m. ACouncil meet
ing is also planned for Saturday,
September 26, beginning at 8:00
p.m. If necessary, additional
meetings will be scheduled.

Pres. Simmons recently appoint
ed two committees, one on bylaws
and one for nominations for
officers and board members. Bill
Pitts (730 NE 8th St., Apt. 107, Ok
lahoma City, OK 73104) is chair
man of the bylaws committee,
which also includes Ruth Olson
(KS) and Sylvia Mooney (MO). Mark
Gardner (P. O. Box 472, Trinidad,
CO 81082) is chairman of the
nominating committe, which in
cludes Adrian Bustamante (NM),
Dan Muldoon (OK), and Leo Oliva
(KS). If you have suggestions for
either committee, please contact
the chairman.

TENTATIVE AGENDA
Sept. 24, 1 :00-5:00 p.m.

1. Call to order and introduction
of Board

2. Reading and approval of min
utes of last meeting

3. Reports of officers and commit
tees: (a) President, (b) Secre
tary, (c) Treasurer, (d) WTEdi
tor, (e) Publicity Coordinator,
(f) Museum Brochure Project

4. Appointment of new commit
tees: (a) Publications Commit
tee, (b) Marker Committee, (c)
Awards Committee, (d) others

5. Discussion of Council logo
6. Schedule of future Symposiums
7. Review of dues categories
8. Discussion of Santa Fe Trail

Center becoming the official
archi ve of the Council and de
signation of the Center as
Council's official museum

9. Other new business
3:00-5:00 p.m. ~as needed) is re

served for discussion of
bylaws and procedures for
selecting officers <J
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SIMMONS GIVEN ORIGINAL
SANTA FE TRAIL BILL

by Michael E. Pite!
U.S. Rep. Bill Richardson of New

Mexico surprised Council Pres.
Marc Simmons with the original
Santa Fe Trail Bill signed by Pre
sident Ronald Reagan on May 8.
The impromptu ceremony took
place during the Glorieta Batt
lefield encampment at Pigeon's
Ranch on June 20.

Richardson's presentation de
lighted the noted Trail scholar.
''This has to be authentic," Sim
mons bubbled excitedly after
wargo "It not only has the Pre
sident's signature. Look: it even
has coffee stains in the upper
right hand corner."

Richardson, who introduced the
bill to the U.S. House, felt the gift
was a fitting tribute to Simmons
"for his testimony in support of
the bill before Congress lastFall
and for his lifelong dedication to
preserving and promoting the
Trail."

Richardson visited the Union
and Confederate camps, where he
was accorded full military hon
ors. He also signed a petition be
ing circulated by the Glorieta
Battlefield Preservation Society,
Inc., to save the trees, which
predate the 1862 battle and are
threatened by road construction,
across the road from Pigeon's
Ranch.

Wagon Trscks is the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail CounCil, a non-prOfit
organization incorporated under the laws
of the State of Colorado. Letters are wel
come, but they become the property of
WT and may be edited or abridged at the
editor's discretion. All rights reserved. Inqulf
ies can be directed to the appropriate ad
dresses below. Annual subscriptions are
obtained through membership in the Council,
whose dues are fixed per calendar year.
Checks should be made payable to the
Santa Fe Trail Council and sent to the
secretary.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Life $500
Instilutional $IOO/year
Corporate $IOO/year
Palron $IOO/year
Supporting S50/year
Family SIS/year
Individual $IO/year

Editor. Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675
President: Marc Simmons, Box 51, Cerrillos,
NM 87010
Executive V-Po Joy Poole, Farmington Mu
seum, 302 North Orchard, Farmington, NM
87401
Secretary: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
Treasurer. John Tarabino, Trinidad State Jun
ior College, 600 Prospect, Trinidad, CO 81082
1987 Symposium Coordinator: Barbara
Peirce, Hutchinson Community College, 1300
N. Plum, Hutchinson, KS 67502
Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel, Tano
Rd., At. 4, Box 240, Santa Fe, NM 87501



AUGUST IS TRAIL
MONTH IN TRINIDAD

To celebrate the Santa Fe Trail's
recent recognition as a National
Historic Trail, the Colorado His
torical Society's Baca House,
Bloom House and Pioneer Museum
in Trinidad is sponsoring a series
of Trail talks and demonstrations
during the month of August. The
presentations will occur at the
Baca/Bloom complex and be given
by historians from Colorado and
New Mexico. The evening pro
grams, listed below and in the
Trail Calander on the last page,
are free to the public.

August 1, 7:00 p.m.: "Santa Fe is
a Hard Road to Travel": Pop
ular Music and the Santa Fe
Trail by Mark L. Gardner,
admini strator at Baca IBloom
and Pioneer Museum.

August 5, 7:45 p.m.: Personal Re
flections on the Santa Fe Trail
by Marc Simmons, Council Pre
sident and Trail historian and
author.

August 7, 7:45 p.m.: Fort Union:
Sentinel of the Santa Fe Trail
by Dave Roberts, Chief Ranger
at Fort Union National Monu
ment.

August 12, 7:00 p.m.: Traveling
the Santa Fe Trail: The Modern
Day Adventures of Les Vilda by
Les Vilda, who walked the Trail
in 1984.and is following the
route with a horse-drawn
wagon this year.

August IS, 7:00 p.m.: Accoutre
ments of the Trail: The Gear
of a Santa Fe Trader by Fred
Dixon, living history special
ist. During regular visiting
hours on August 15 and 16, Dix
on will have a period camp in
the Pioneer Museum courtyard
and display reproductions of
typical trade goods carried
over the Trail.

August 19, 7:45 p.m.: A Distant
Thunder: War Comes to the
Santa Fe Trail by Bill Gwaltney,
chief of interpretation at Bent's
Old Fort National Historic Site.
This program focuses on the
Trail and the Mexican War.

August 27, 7:30p.m.: Brotherson
the Trail: The Letters of Ed
ward James and William Hen
r y Glasgow by Mark L. Gantner.

Also during August the museum
bookstore will have a large selec
tion of Santa Fe Trail related
books for sale. For more informa
tion, contact Mark L. Gardner, P.
O. Box 472, Trinidad, CO 81082
(303) 846-7217. <l

TRAIL RIDE IN '88
Sylvia Mooney, head of the Cave

Spring Association and the Cave
Spring Interpretive Center atKan
sa s City and a Council board mem
ber, has announced the formation
of Santa Fe Trail Ride-88, Inc.,
which plans a horse and wagon
trip down the Trail, May-August,
1988. Mooney explained, "we are
carefully planning the route, the
provisions, and the logistics to
make this historic trail ride from
Missouri to Santa Fe."

The nonprofit Trail Ride-88
organization is seeking grants
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities and funds from
major corporations to sponsor the
trek, the purpose of which is to
celebrate the National Historic
Trail designation recently
accorded the famous road. Moon
ey said, "we plan to arrange for
history and trail scholars to
speak and present papers at pub
lic forums. Plays and musical pre
sentations which are historically
accurate will also be pursued."

Anyone interested is invited to
join in the history-making event
and be a part of planning and im
plementing the Trail ride. For
further information, contact Syl
via Mooney, Santa Fe Trail Ride
88, Inc., Box 18336, Raytown, MO
64133 (816) 358-2263 or 358
4660.

37-MILE TRAIL RIDE
DREW 100 IN JUNE

by Don Cress
With the inevitable passage of

the Santa Fe Trail Bill, a group
of Trail enthusiasts from Council
Grove and Burlingame, KS, plan
ned a Trail ride to draw attention
to some existing sites that have
received little publicity. The 37
mile ride from near Burlingame to
Council Grove coincided with the
annual Wah-Shun-Gah Days fes
tival in Council Grove on june 13.

The ride began at the Havana
Stage Station, 4 miles west of Bur
lingame, at 9:00 a.m., june 11.
There were 100 participants,
ranging in age from one to 85. The
noon break was at Log Chain
Creek, and the camp was at 142
Mile Creek, a beautiful spot with
a wooded area and running water,
near where Chas. Withington built
a toll bridge, store, blacksmith
shop, and lodging for travelers in
1854. During the evening Don
Shiesser of Allen, KS, told stories
of actual events along the Trail
in the area.

The caravan moved out at 8:00
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a.m., june 12, and followed ruts
50 yards wide in some places. The
noon break was in a pasture west
of Agnes City Cemetery. Duringthe
hot and humid afternoon, horse
backers were helping the wagons
up hills with ropes. They reached
Council Grove at 5:30 p.m., where
they camped and enjoyed a supper
and entertainment provided by the
Wah-Shun-Gah Days committee.
On june 13, the trailriders were
recognized in the Wah-Shun-Gah
Days parade, with Carl Miller of
Americus bearing the flag and
Lawrence Mitchell of Osage City
leading the caravan.

Plans are being made for a
similar Trail ride in 1988. Anyone
interested may contact Don Cress.
RR I, Box 66, Council Grove, KS
66846.

CW RE-ENACTMENT
GENERATES RECORD $$

by Michael E. Pitel
The Civil War re-enactment at

Pigeon's Ranch, june 20-21, gen
erated a record $240,000 in gross
receipts for Santa Fe and San
Miguel counties' tourism indus
tries, according to historian Dr.
Don E. Alberts of Albuquerque.
"Last year 30 percent of our spec
tators were destination travelers
from outlying states and from dis
tant New Mexico communities,"
Alberts, president of the nonprofit
Glorieta Battlefield Preservation
Society, Inc., announced. "The
year before that, it was 25 per
cent. But the 125th anniversary
celebration saw that share sky
rocket to 60 percent."

He estimated the Father's Day
weekend event attracted about
4,000 spectators. "Last year,
there were nine outlying states
represented among the specta
tors," Alberts explained. "This
year, there were 19 outlying
states."

The recent re-enactment set
other records as well. There were
147 re-enactors and seven can
nons this year, compared with 89
re-enactors and five cannons last
year. The society grossed $1,338
this time, compared to $760 last
time. The weekend visitation at
nearby Pecos National Monument
jumped 34% this year, compared
to 20% last year.

More importantly, Alberts de
clared, there seem to be signs of
progress in trying to convert the
privately-owned 1862 battlefield
and Santa Fe Trail sites to a pub
lic hi storical attraction forfuture
generations. <l



BOGGSVILLE UPDATE
Restoration plans for the histor

i~ Boggsville site in Bent County.
CO (see article in February WT)
were discussed at a special meet
ing in Las Animas on June 1. Ar
chitect jim Caufield of Albuquer
que presented his historic struc
tures report of the site.

Phil Petersen. chairman of the
Boggsville Restoration Committee
announced that a fund was estab
lished to procure fencing to pro
tect the area until restoration can
take place. Also, an access road
will be moved off the actual his
toric site.

Bill Buckles. archaeologist with
the Dniv. of So. Colorado called
Boggsville a "precious resource."
A detailed archaeological study
is planned for the site.

Anyone interested in learning
more about the project orhelping
with it should contact Phil Peter
sen. 602 Colorado Ave .• La junta.
CO 81050 (303) 384-9452.

NM DAR MARKER "FOUND"
About a year ago Charles Davis

of Albuquerque discovered a San
ta Fe Trail marker in the yard of
a garage apartment he owns. Far
from the Trail, the gray granite
slab contained an inscription
indicating that it was placed by
the DAR in 1910. How it reached
Davis's property remains a mys
tery, but Marc Simmons thinks it
may be the one stolen from a spot
about 15 miles southeast of Santa
Fe some time ago.

The DAR placed 18 markers in
New Mexico. andatonetimethree
of those were missing. Two others
were found, but the one placed
near the village of Caffoncito
remained lost. Simmons believes
this may be it. anCt he hopes ar
rangements can be made to return
it to that place. Davis hopes so.
too, as he said "I was about to
haul the blamed thing to the
dump."

THREE MAGAZINES TO
PROMOTE THE TRAIL

by Michael E. PileI
Three popular consumer

magazines have lined up to
promote the Santa Fe Trail. They
are Life (circulation 1.5 million),
Woman's WorId(1.3million), and
Sunset (1.4 million).

A joan Myers's photograph in
the July 1987 issue of Life an
nounces the recent designation of
the route as a National Historic

Trail. It is of the mission church
at San jose, NM, that appears in
the Smithsonian traveling exhibi
tion and in her and Marc Sim
mons's collaborative book. Along
the Santa Fe Trail.

Woman's World is working on
a travel article about the Trail for
its September 1987 issue. They
requested and were sent informa
tion about the Trail by the NM
Tourism Dept. and the National
Park Service Southwest Regional
office at Santa Fe.

Sunset regional travel editor
Mary Ann Reese said Sunset (pub
lished in Menlo Park, CA)will fea
ture a major travel article about
the Trail sometime next spring.
Reese has assigned a photogra
pher to shoot some of the Trail
events this summer and fall. She
plans to attend the Hutchinson
Symposium in Sept.

California has become NewMex
ico's second strongest travel
market. and the Sunset article
may result in a sudden interest
in the Trail by California
travelers. Editors and freelance
writers may see the Trail as a new
subject, too.

~A
HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-
The national headquarters of the

Oregon-California Trails Associa
tion recently moved from Gerald.
MO to a rehabbed building in one
of St. Louis's historic districts.
OCTA's new address is 1701 S.
Eight St., St. Louis, MO 63104. Be
sides the beautiful Overland
Journal, OCTA now issues a quar
terly newspaper, News from the
Plains. Remember that OCTA was
the prime mover in the recent ca~
paign to pass the Santa Fe Trall
bill.

• • • • •
By all reports, Dedication Day,

June 7 at the Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter. Larned, was a huge success.

• • • • •
John W. Pollock of Rt. 2. StOlle

Lake. WI 54876, writes: "A trail
once led from Bayfield at the wes
tern end of Lake Superior to the
Twin Cities area: the St. Croix
Trail. This was an important mail.
staging, and military route. I a.m
trying to promo~e in.ten~st ~n
locating and markmg thiS hlstonc
traiL"

• • • • •
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Counci member Paul Bentrup
informs us that plans to move the
Kit Carson Chapel at Fort Lyon to
another site have been dropped.
That's good news since the Coun
cil opposed the move.

• • • • •
Roe Groom. 87. of Council Grove

walked portions of the Santa Fe
Trail again this year, accompany
ing the Kansas Arthritis Founda
tion's 7th annual wagon train.
We're sure Mr. Groom must hold
some kind of Trail record.

• • • • •
We understand the Bent's Old

Fort National Historic Site is now
charging an entrance fee of $3.00
per carload. There are few mu
seums left that are free. Perhaps
libraries will be next to start
charging admission.

• • • • •
Vandals have done considerable

damage to the Cave Spring site
and park in Kansas City.

• • • • •
The high school in Cimarron. NM

is seeking donations of Santa Fe
Trail books for its library. Send
any duplicates you may have to
Susan Zeller. Box 604, Cimarron,
NM 87714.

• • • • •
Caxton Printers. Box 700,

Caldwell. ID 83606 recently an
nounced publication of The
Oregon Trail, Yesterday and
Today by William E. Hill. The
book attempts to answer the ques
tion, "What was the Oregon Trail
really like?" Price is $9.95
postpaid.

• • • • •
A new member of the Council is

Virginia Lee Fisherof Arrow Rock,
MO. She says that she was born
and reared on the Trail 50 miles
west of her present home, where
her great-grandfather ferried
Conestoga wagons across Tabo
Creek. Incidentally. there used to
be a DAR marker at Tabo Crossing,
but some years ago it was moved
to Lexington and placed next to
the Madonna of the Trail.

• • • • •
The Santa Fe Trail Historical

Society at Baldwin City. KS and
the Midland Railway Historical
Society recently purchased the
Baldwin-Ottawa line. Plans were
to begin running tourist trains
from Baldwin City to Norwood and
back, total distance of 10 miles,
on July 4. with trains to run there
after on Saturdays. Sundays, and
holidays. Group rates are avail
able. Contact the Santa Fe Trail
Hist. Soc., Box 668, Baldwin City,
KS 66006. <J



The Palace of the Governors as it appears today.

PALACE OF THE
GOVERNORS

by Cbarles Bennett
[Ed. note: Tbis is the tbird in a
series on museums and bistoric
sites along tbe Trail.]

Located on the plaza in Santa
Fe at the western terminus of the
Santa Fe Trail and at the northern
terminus of the Chihuahua Trail.
the Palace of the Governors is the
oldest public building in the Unit
ed States. Built of adobe blocks
in 1610 under the direction of
Governor Pedro de Peralta. the
building served as the residence
and administrative headquarters
of the governors and captains
general of New Mexico under the
regimes of Spain, Mexico, and the
U.S. About 100New Mexico gover
nors used the building as their
official residence: 60 under Span
ish rule, 16 under Mexican rule,
and 20 under U.S. cule.

Today the Palace of the Gover
nors is the exhibition facility of
the history department of the Mu
seum of New Mexico, the state mu
seum system. The building is the
primary historic object under the
Museum's responsibility, and it
is considered the architectural
crown jewel of New Mexico.

Originally the building was
much larger, with the grounds ex
tending north perhaps two modem
city blocks and west one block.
An exhibit in the Palace museum
details the changes to the build
ing throughout its 377-year his
tory. It includes the earliest
known floor plan of the Palace.
found in the records of the Ar
cbivo General de la Nacion by
Marc Simmons. The building did
not originally possess the portal
(porch) along the front of the
edifice which today serves as a
sidewalk marketplace for Indian
craftspeople from the nearby
villages.

During the Pueblo Revolt of
1680. Spanish troops and more
than a thousand Spanish settlers
gathered for protection in the
Palace. Governor Otermin and the
soldiers defended the Palace
against the Indians until the at
tackers cut off the water supply
to the building, forcing the Span
iards to retreat to the EI Paso
area. The Pueblo Indians oc
cupied the building until the
reconquest of New Mexico by
Diego de Vargas in 1692-93.

The Palace has been the center
of the pageantry of history, ex
peditions of exploration, and bat
tles with hostile Indians. When

Zebulon Pike and his men strayed
into Spanish territory in 1807, he
was brought to the Palace where
he dined one night with Governor
Joaquin del Real Alencaster. In
1821, Mexico achieved indepen
dence from Spain. and the Palace
fell under the juri sdiction of Mex
ico. It was at this time that Wil
liam Becknell was welcomed to
trade in Santa Fe. officially es
tablishing the Santa Fe Trail trade
route.

New Mexico remained a part of
Mexico until the coming of Ste
phen W!l US Kearny and the Army
of the West via the Santa Fe Trail
in 1846, when Kearny seized New
Mexico for the U.S. Reaching San
ta Fe without a fight. Gen. Kearny
spent the first night on the Palace
floor and established his head
quarters in the building.

During the U.S. Civil War, the
Palace was in the hands of the
Confederates for about a month.
Later Lew Wallace came to the
Palace as a U.S. territorial gover
nor, and there he completed the
last three sections of his epic
novel Ben Hur. The lastgovernor
to live in the Palace was George
Curry. who resided there in 1907.
By legislative act in 1909. the
Palace became the first building
to house the Museum of New
Mexico.

The present occupant of the
Palace. the history dept. of the
Museum. maintains a continuous
schedule of exhibitions in the
venerable edifice, each one de
signed to further the understand
ing of thP. history of New Mexico
and the Southwest. Besides the
Palace. the history dept. has four
other resource holdings.

The History Artifact Collection
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of approximately 20,000 items
constitutes New Mexico's official
repository of historic objects.
The History Research Library and
Manuscript Collection contains
some 15,000 books, maps. news
papers, periodicals, and manu
scripts pertinent to New Mexico
and the Southwest. The Palace
Print Shop and Bindery, the Mu
seum's only living history ex
hibit. consists of operational
printing presses and associated
tools and equipment. The Photo
graphic Archive contains 350.000
images widely utilized by
researchers.

The Palace is open daily. 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; closed Monday
in January and February. Admis
sion is $3.00 for adults. $1.25 for
children (6-16); under 6 free. A
two-day pass is available for
$5.00 (adults). children $2.50.
permitting unlimited entry to the
four Santa Fe museums in the Mu
seum of New Mexico system: the
Palace. the Museum of Fine Arts.
the Museum of International Folk
Art. and the new Museum of Indian
Arts and Culture. The Palace's
History Library and Photo Archive
are open to the public every day
except weekends and holidays.

Governor Manuel Armijo Office Per
iod Room Exhibit. Palace Museum.



NOTES

liam Donoho, and in a manner sui
table to my condition and circum
stances in life."15

The First Lady of the Santa Fe
Trail died a woman of substance.

1. "Seeing His Birthplace," Daily New Mexican
(Santa Fe), August 19, 1885, 4.

2. Susan Shelby Magoffin, Down the Santa Fe
Trail and into Mexico (reprint ed.; Lincoln:
university of Nebraska Press, 1982), 102-103.

3. "Seeing His Birthplace."
4. James's story may have erred. The Donoho

family left Santa Fe following the 1837
Rebellion.

5. Obituary of Mary Donoho, NorrlJern Standard
(Clarksville, TX), January 16, 1880, 2.

6. Susan C\"mesher, Missouri Marriages Before
1840 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishin9 Co.,
nd), 64.

7. U.S. Census Records, Red River County, TX,
1850, 1870, 1880. In 1850 and 1870 James's
birthplace was listed as Mexico. In 1880
it was New Mexico.

8. Letter, Carl Blummer to his mother. March
18. 1841, Von Brandt Collection, Museum of
New Mexico Historical Library, Santa Fe.

g. Walter Prescott Webb, ed., The Handbook Of
Texas (Austin: The Texas State Histori,-al As
sociation, 1952), I, 513.

10. Bill of Sale, August 8, 1838, Mexican Archives
of New Mexico, Reel 6, Fr. 1239, Joseph
P. Halpin Records Center and Archives, Santa
Fe.

11. Rachel Plummer's Narrative Of Twenty-one
Months Servitude as a Prisoner among the
Commanchee Indians (Austin: Jenkins publish
ing Co., 1977), 15.

12. Webb, Handbook Of Texas, I. 513.
13. Carl Coke Rister, Comanche Bondage ...

[and] Sara Ann Horn's Narrative ... (Glendale:
Arthur H. Clark Co, 1955), 185.

14. Probate Records. Estate of William Donoho
Red River County Courthouse, Clarksville rX:
Book "8: 231. '

15. Probate Records, Will of Mary Donoho Red
River County Courthouse, Clarksville, TX,' Book
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[Ed. note: The author is writing
a book on Mary Donoho and would
appreciate information on, or
photographs of, the Dodson or
Donoho families in Missouri.
Contact Marian Meyer, 2327 Old
Arroyo Chamisa, Santa Fe, NM
87505, (505) 982-5635.J <J

Photo by Sherry Smith

Tombstone of Mary and William Donoho, Clarksville, TX, cemetery.

men traveled the Trail before Su
san Magoffin, at least on the east
ward trek.

William Donoho's trail trading
and Santa Fe hotel business must
have been very profitable,
because by January 1840 he was
in Clarksville buying property. He
owned 10,000 acres before his
death in 1845, leaving Mary a
wealthy but perhaps land-poor
widow. Settling his estate took
six years, and it was necessary
for her to petition the court to al
low her to sell some slaves, rath
er than the land, to pay debts. 14

Mary Donoho's probate and
property records at the Red River
County courthouse tell a colorful
tale of this independent and in
trepid pioneer woman, who, after
her husband's death, ran their
famous hotel for 30 years. It is
now gone, but a historical plaque
on the Clarksville Square gives
the history of the old "Donoho
House" and stagecoach stand.

Mary may have learned the hotel
business at the old Fonda in Santa
Fe, but one element was decided
ly different. There were no slave
quarters in Santa Fe.

James Donoho told that it was
one of his aged mother's desires
to visit Santa Fe again, but "the
wish was never consummated, her
death occuring before the railroad
was extended thu~ far."

By the time of Mary's death in
1880, all five of her daughters had
died. Her estate went to James
and three granddaughters. Her
wi11 ordered tha t "my body be bur
ied .•• next to my husband Wil-

MARY DONOHO
(continued from page 1)

During his 1885 visit to Santa
Fe; James Donoho tried to track
down some oldtimers who had
known his father 48 years earlier,
but the paper reported it was with
out success. However, it noted,
"Mr. Donoho, Sr., engaged in the
hotel business on the plaza, and
as near as this gentleman can
make out, occupied the celebrat
ed 'old Fonda', or Exchange Hotel
as it is now called. In this ancient
structure was born Harriet Donoho
in 1835, now dead, butwhowith
out doubt was the first white child
born in New Mexico. Two years la
ter Mr. J. B. Donoho, the visitor
of today, came to gladden the
pioneer's household, which
makes him the first American
child now li ving born in the
terri tory. "

Research in Clarksville, TX,
where the Donhos lived out their
lives, revealed that Mary, born in
Tennessee in 1807,5 was the
daughter of Dr. William and Lucy
Dodson. She married William Don
oho in 1831 in Boone County, Mis
souri,6 and her first child, Mary
A.. was born a year later. Harriet
and James were born in Santa Fe
and three other daughters arrived
after the family left New Mexico.
Three U.S. census records confinn
James's birthplace.7

No doubt the Donohos were a part
of the force of 200 foreigners in
Sa~ta Fe, mostly Americans,
which prepared to defend itself
durin~ a bloody rebellion in
1837. The nati ve citi zenry arose
against Governor Albino Perez,
brutally murdering him and kick
ing his head about like a football.
The uprising prompted Donoho to
take his famil§ back to Missouri
laterthatyear. Whetherthefami
ly returned with him is uncertain,
but he wa s back in Santa Fe by
August 1838, when he witnessed
the sale of a mule. 1o

According to James's story, on
the return trip they took with them
three Texas women who had been
captured and enslaved by
Indians. The narrative of one of
the women, however, says Donoho
took her only and that the others
returned with different wagon
trains. 11 They were Mrs. Rachel
Plummer, Mrs. John Horn, and a
Mrs. Harris.12

The women traveled to Santa Fe
by tortuous routes on Indian
trails, but they returned home by
way of the Santa Fe Trai1.13 This
means that, in addition to Mary
Donoho, three more American wo-
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RICHARD GENTRY:
TRADER AND PATRIOT

by Richard R. Forry
[Ed. note: This is the third in a
series on merchants and the San
ta Fe trade.]

In Josiah Gregg's dramatic
account of a surgical operation in
1826 along the Santa Fe Trail (on
the banks of Walnut Creek in pre
sent Kansas), he commented that
the procedures used "might sug
gest some novel reflections to the
man of science.'" Gregg did not
state who performed the unusual
"surgery"; however, a later
account identified the "surgeon"
and described the "operation": "A
tradition of the trail which has
survived the generations is the
wonderful surgical operation Ri
chard Gentry performed. A Mis
sourian named Broaddus attempt
ed the feat of drawing his rifle
muzzle foremost over the end gate
of a wagon. As was to be expected
he received the load in his left
arm, shattering the bone. The time
was August. Inflammation set in.
Broaddus gritted his teeth and
said 'no' to amputation until he
was apparently dying. Then he
consented. There was no surgeon.
Gentry took a hand saw, a butcher
knife and an iron bolt. He filed
a finer set of teeth on the back
of the saw, whetted the butcher
knife to razor edge and put the
bolt in the fire. With the knife the
arm was circled down to the bone.
Afew strokes of the saw cut throu
gh that. Then the hot bolt was ap
plied until the stump was seared
and the blood flow stopped. In a
few weeks Broaddus was well."2

Richard Gentry was born August
21, 1788 in Madison County, Ken
tucky. His parents, Richard and
Jane HarTis Gentry, moved from
Virginia to Kentucky in the latter
part of the 18th century and "rai
sed a family of sixteen sons and
three daughters.,,3

In 1810 the 22-year-old Gentry
married Ann Hawkins. During the
War of 1812, Gentry, who was
commissioned a captain in the
Kentucky militia, served with the
Kentucky Volunteers in the cam
paigns along the Great Lakes. 4 In
1816 he moved his family to the
St. Louis area, and by 1819 he pu
shed westward to Franklin in Ho
ward County.

For a number of years some
speculative business and real es
tate ventures absorbed Gentry's
energy and financial resources.
His investment in the Smithton
Company proved to be profitable
when the town of Columbia was

Richard Gentry.

selected the seat of Boone Coun
ty. Other investments were un
profitable, however, despite the
fact that Gentry's tavern served
as Columbia's post office and
community center.

The early years of the trade with
Santa Fe offered residents of Mis
souri's frontier counties the op
portunity to invest in a commer
cial venture which promised
enough profit to payoff debts as
sociated with unsuccessful busi
ness activities. While it is not
known how much money Gentry
invested in his three Santa Fe
trading ventures (1826, 1827,
1830), on "May 8, 1827 he bor
rowed $863.00 and executed a
mortgage on his two lots in Colum
bia, his tavern and stable. also
three slaves, four cows and
calves. one horse named 'Ben
Bright', nine featherbeds, and all
his household and kitchen furni
ture" to engage in the Santa Fe
trade.s

By May 18. 1827 Gentry had been
elected marshal of a caravan led
by Ezekiel Williams. The caravan
included "about 105 men; 53
wagons; and pleasure carriages"
and was reported as being "the
largest which has traversed this
route" and "at least one mile in
length" when in "line of march."6

In 1830 Gentry returned to Santa
Fe. His July 4 letter to his wife
shows that travel across the
plains was not always a harrow
ing ordeal to be feared and endur
ed. He did not state how many men
and wagons were in the caravan.
but he commented there was "no
sickness among any of our
immediate party." Although they
"had no water fit to drink for
several days," a variety of meat
was available, including "an
telope, deer. buffalo, and some
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bear." Although the traders "saw
several camps of Indians, ...
they did not molest us, in fact
they were very friendly." He infor
med his wife that "Santa Fe is the
same interesting old city. full of
Spanish, and a goodly number of
other nationalities." Moreover,
"trading here is very good indeed,
better than it has been.... Iwill
buy some mules. and drive them
home. as I believe I can make
good money out of them. III

In a letter to his father in Ken
tucky, dated November 4, 1830,
Gentry described how on his re
turn trip he single-handedly
drove 40 mules from Santa Fe to
Missouri. "I bought a bay mare and
kept her in the same lot with the
mules for a short time, then bri
dled and saddled the mare, open
ed the gate and rode her through
and mules followed me all the way
to Missouri. At night I picketed
the mare so she could graze, and
the mules stayed close by. I wrap
ped up in my blanket on the
ground, with my faithful dog on
guard; of course I kept my gun,
pistols, and knife handy. I killed
deer, buffalo. and wild turkeys on
the way which I ate with relish,
as I carried a sack of meal and
a sack of salt. I had no trouble
striking fire with my flint, and I
found freshwatermostall the way
a long the trail, got thirsty only
twice.... I spent ... [one] night
near Independence. and one mule
disappeard; he must have been
stolen, for I do not believe one
mule would have left the rest. The
mules were safe in the wild coun
try, but not safe when I got back
to civilization." As he had
predicted to his wife, Gentry's
1830 trip to Santa Fe was profita
ble; he "made good money" and
was "able to satisfy the mortage
on . . . [his] furniture and
livestock."e

During the Black Hawk War, Gen
try was given command of Mis
souri troops and organized the
defense of Missouri' s northern
border. Following the defeat of
Black Hawk, American military
force was directed against the
Seminole Indians in Florida. In
1837, after two years of indeci
sive fighting, President Martin
Van Buren asked Missouri Senator
Thomas H. Benton for volunteers
from Missouri to fight against the
Seminoles. Senator Benton ob
tained a commission from the War
Dept. for Richard Gentry, who re
cruited 600 men partly because
"times were hard and the volun
teers were promised pay in coin.,,9
After marching to St. Louis, the



regiment embarked on a voyage
which led to sickness and death.

Gentry's regiment joined Colon
el Zachary Taylor's command in
Florida, and on Christmas day,
1837, the Missouri troops were

.part of the front line of attack.
The Seminoles were in an excel
lent defensive position, and Ri
chard Gentry was mortally wound
ed in the first few moments of the
engagement. 10 His remains rest in
the cemetery at Jefferson Bar
racks, MO. Whereas his early
years in the West promised
adventure and the possibily of
material success, for Gentry the
East held only death.

Gentry's widow, Ann Hawkins
Gentry, was themotherofl3chil
dren. Through the efforts of Sena
tor Benton, who overcame Pre
sident Van Buren's doubts about
"the legality of appointing a lady
to the position," Mrs. Gentry suc
ceeded her husband as postmas
ter of Columbia in 1838, a position
she held until 1865. She was the
second woman "postmaster" in
American history. 11
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POST OFFICE OAK
-LETIERS-

Editor:
It is highly likely that a portion

of the original Santa Fe Trail
passes directly under the Museum
of New Mexico Laboratory ofAnth
ropology building. If this is really
the case, we would like to
develop a public exhibit of it that
would allow people to walk down
several hundred yards of the
original Trail. Obviously, this is
where your organization can help.
We need dialogue to clear the air
and determine if this can actually

be presented to the public as a
section of the original Trail. If
you could make this request for
information and communication
an item in WT,lwould appreciate
it. Thank you.

Curtis F. Schaafsma
State Archaeologist

Museum of New Mexico
Box 2087

Santa Fe, NM 87504-2087

Editor:
I have been reading the story of

the Santa Fe Trail for many years
and have flown many people from
Kansas Point of Rocks to Las
Vegas, NM tracing the Trail and
encouraging interest. I have the
mint coin with Point of Rock and
Wagon Mound on the other side.
I know of no other.

M. L. & B. I. Carter
Box 318

Guymon, OK 73942

Editor:
I am interested in the Santa Fe

Trail for a number of reasons. My
father's uncle, William T. Sloan,
Jr., was a wagonmaster for his
cousin, George Bryant, on the San
ta Fe Trail, hauling supplies for
the U. S. government for eight
years, including the Civil War
years. During the Civil War one
of their ox trains was destroyed
by enemy action. I was born on
my father's ranch in Cimarron
County, OK, the south end ofwhich
was only five miles from the
Cimarron Cutoff of the Trail. I have
an ox bow and ox shoe used on
the Santa Fe Trail and preserved
by my father.

I am a life member of the Ok
lahoma Historical Society and the
No Man's Land Historical Museum
Association. I am funding the
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit,
''The Santa Fe Trail: Photographs
by Joan Myers," at No Man's Land
Museum, October 24-November
22, 1987.

The Sloans are related to Kit Car
son. My grandfather, Archibald
Robert Carson Sloan, was in the
Civil War from Missouri. His
mother, Jane Breckenridge Alcorn
Sloan, lived in Cooper's Fort, MO
for three years during the War of
1812. In 1813, during an attack
on the fort b)/ Indians, Jane, aged
13, loaded guns for her father on
the parapet and looked after Kit
Carson, age 3. My grandfather's
grandmother's maiden name was
Carson. My father, Dudley C.
Sloan, was a pioneer cattle ran
cher and the first sheriff of Cimar
ron County when Oklahoma
became a state in 1907. His op-
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ponent in the election was Billy
Dixon, hero of the Adobe Walls
Indian Battle. Kit Carson fought
the first Battle of Adobe Walls
some ten years earlier.

Raymond D. Sloan
11719 Green Bay Dr.
Houston, TX 77024

Editor:
I am working with a group in sup

port of the National Trails Center
being planned in Independence.
MO. My grandfather, Ellis Short.
accompanied his father, Charles
W. Short, on trade trips to Santa
Fe in the 1850s-1860s. I have
always been interested in the
family stories; if only I ha9 paid
closer attention! Keep up the good
work.

Jane Mallinson
Box 8604

Sugar Creek, MO 64054

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-
Ava Betz, A Prowers County His
tory. Lamar, CO: Prowers County
Historical Society, 1986. Pp. 422.
I1lus. $20.00 (plus $3.00 pos
tage). Order from Big Timbers Mu
seum, P. O. Box 362, Lamar, CO
81052.

For those researching the his
tory of the Santa Fe Trail, county
histories should be considered as
prime sources of information. In
the late nineteenth century hefty
books were published on most of
the Missouri counties-those on
Jackson County (whose seat was
Independence) and Saline County
(containing the village of Arrow
Rock) being especially useful for
Trail scholars. More recently fine
histories have been published by
Haskell, Kearny, and other Trail
counties in Kansas.

Now Ava Betz brings us in splen
did detail the story of Prowers
County through which the Moun
tain Branch of the Trail passed in
southeastern Colorado. Early
chapters describe the Spanish
and American explorers who
traveled the Arkansas Riverroute
even before the road from Mis
souri was opened in 1821.

A long chapter on the Santa Fe
Trail will be of most interest to
Council members. The author
quotes from numerous original
diaries and journals, and she
discusses the major Trail land-



marks in the county such as the
Big Timbers, Pretty Encampment
(also called Pleasant Encamp
ment) on Wild Horse Creek, and
Old Fort Lyon. Included, too, are
new details on the captivity of
Clara Blinn taken by Cheyennes
from a wagon train in 1868. Stan
ley Vestal has a summary of the
incident in his The Old Santa Fe
Trail.

Collectors of Trail literature
will want a copy of this readable
and informative volume.

• • • • •
Marc Simmons, Murder on the
Santa Fe Trail: An International
Incident, 1843. £1 Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1987. Pp. 120.
$15.00.

This is the first book-length
study of the robbery and murder
of a prominent New Mexican Trail
merchant, Don Antonio Jose chi
vez, in present Rice County, Kan
sas, in 1843. The assailants were
15 outlaws from western Missouri
who had obtained a commission
from the Republic of Texas to at
tack Mexican freighters on the
Trail. The crime threatened to dis
rupt the overland trade and was
an international incident which
threw the frontier into an uproar.

Simmons's carefully researched
and readable account begins with
events leading up to the crime,
follows the pursuit of the offen
ders by military troops and citi
zen posses, recounts the trial and
execution of the two ringleaders,
and shows how the incident was
connected to other historical
events of the time. An excellent
piece, highly recommended to all
Trail enthusiasts.

• • • • •
The Santa Fe Trail: New Perspec
tives. Denver: Colorado Histor
ical Soci.ety, 1987. Pp. 120. Map,
index. $5.95 postpaid. Order from
Museum Store, Colorado Histor
ical Society, 1300 Broadway, Den
ver, CO 80203.

This soft-bound book is a spe
cial issue of Essays and Mono
graphs in Colorado Historycon
sisting of papers from the first
Santa Fe Trail Symposium held in
Trinidad, Colorado, September 12
14, 1986.

Essays include Marc Simmons's
''The Poetry of the Santa Fe Trail,"
David Lavender's "Bent's Fort:
Outpost of Manifest Destiny," and
Sandra L. Myres's "Women on the
Santa Fe Trail."

The collection also contains
contributions by Barton H. Bar-

bour on James Ross Larkin. Janet
Le Compte on the Raton and Sangre
de Cristo passes. and Daniel D.
Muldoon on trappers who traveled
the Trail. David A. Sandoval
provides a chapter entitled "Who
is Riding the Burro Now? ABiblio
graphical Critique of Scholarship
on the New MexicanTrader." David
Dary surveys buried treasure
legends. and Jack D. Rittenhouse
offers a brief guide to Trail
literature.

• • • • •
Miguel Antonio Otero. My Life on
the Frontier, 1864-1882. Albu
querque: University of New Mex
ico Press. 1987. Pp. 352. Paper,
$12.95 (plus $1.00 postage).
Order from University of New Mex
ico Press. Order Dept•• Albuquer
que, NM 87131.

This is a reprinting of the first
volume of the autobiography of
Otero, who later became territor
ial governor of New Mexico (1897
1906). In this book the author
vividly describes his first 25
years, up to his father's death in
1882.

He recalls life along the Santa
Fe Trail in the 1870s and the ex
peri'ences of his father's mercan
tile and freighting firm. Otero.
Sellar & Co. His own work as a
bookkeeper for the company gave
him an accurate view of business
and daily life in the era when rail
roads were replacing ox trains.
The account is rich in human in
terestand historical detail. High
ly recommended for all Trail
buffsl

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTS

LEYrER FROM FT. AUBRY
Floyd Edwards provided these

excerpts (which he published in
the Syracuse (KS) Journal May
28, 1987) from a letter written at
Fort Aubry by William N. Byers,
copublisher of the Rocky Moun
tain News, January 7,1866, while
a passenger on the eastbound
stage.

We left Fort Bent the morning of
the 5th, at 10 A.M. having made
preparation for the long 240 miles
without change of teams. There
were six through passengers, oc
cupying a coach drawn by four
mules. A baggage wagon with a
similar team, accompanied us,
loaded with baggage, provisions
for men and forage for animals. The
noon camp was made in the dry
bed of Sand Creek near the mouth.
After a two hours halt we again roi
led out and continued traveling until
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almost midnight. The weather after
dark was exceedingly cold, and the
whole plain thickly covered with
snow, which creaked terribly under
the coach wheels. We entered the
celebrated Salt Bottom at dark and
did not leave it until just before
camping time. It is a low wet bot
tom, of great extent and thickly
covered with tall, coarse grass.
Wherever the ground was bare of
snow, it was whitened with alkaline
efflorescences.

Just before day-break this morn
ing the western bound coach came
up, and there was a transfer of
baggage and change of drivers,
upon completing which, we set out
for the post [Fort Aubry] for break
fast. It was eleven o'clock before
we got there, and just twelve be
fore we got dinner or breakfast.
The day has been dark, foggy and
threatening snow. We lay by for
an evening start, but the night
promised so dark that it was post
poned until the moon rise
midnight-and now it is further put
off until daylight. It is one hundred
and twenty miles to the next post,
Fort Dodge, and will make two full
days travel if no more snow falls.

We are now 20 miles east of the
Colorado and Kansas line. This post
[AUbry] was established late in the
fall, and the work arrested by a
heavy snow storm in the first days
of December. It is intended to
check the frequent Indian raids
upon the road, and is at present
garrisoned by two companies of
the 48th Wisconsin infantry-and
one company of the 2nd U.S. caval
ry. The men are quartered in half
underground caves, dug and built
in the bank of a little spring branch
about three hundred yards from
the Arkansas river. The only other
buildings put up are of adobe, or
sad covered with earth. They are
quite comfortable but not very
stylish in appearance. Timber is
scarce, only a little cottonwood
upon the islands and sand bars in
the river. Lumber is brought from
Leavenworth after first coming
from the pineries of Wisconsin.

The snow here is six to eight inch
es deep, and has been a foot and
a halt. The weather has been
excessively cold for more than a
month. The river is frozen up solid
all the way down, and the ice is
dOUble the thickness of the
heaviest on the Platte above Den
ver. The severe weather and the
deep snow has been terribly des
tructive to the traders. Trains are
laying up for the winter all along
the valley and also along the Au
brey and Cimarron roads to Fort
Union and Santa Fe. Some trains
have lost half, and others two
thirds of their cattle. Thereis hard
ly a freightor whose losses will not
be heavy, and to some will be quite
ruinous. Many large trains are cor
raled in places that will prove very
dangerous when moderate wether
again allows the Indians to take the
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MILEAGE ON MT. BRANCH
This table of distances from

Junction City to Santa Fe via the
Mountain Branch was the route of
Sanderson's Southern Overland
Stage Company, printed in the
Junction City Union, August 4,
1866.

war path. They are usually guarded
by less than a haff dozen men and
massacres need be no matter of
surprise. Many teamsters have
been frozen· more or less seve.rely
and a few fatally. All who could
have returned to the states.

Antelope are very plentiful and a
few deer are seen. Wild turkeys
are along the larger streams and
Jack rabbits in the sage brush.
Wolves follow and hang about the
buffalo herds in incredible num
bers.

Junction City to
Chapman's Creek
Abilene
Sand Spring
Salina
Pritchard's
Fort Ellsworth
Well's Ranch,

Plum Creek
Fort Zarah
Fort Larned
Rock Hollow
Big Coon Creek
Aroyo Blanco
Little Coon Creek
Fort Dodge
Cimarron Crossing
Pawnee Forts
Lone Tree
Bluffs
Chouteau Island
Fort Aubrey
Fair View
Pretty Encampment
Bluff at head

of Salt Bottom
Sand Creek
Fort Lyon
Twelve mile point
Little Sand Creek
Bent's Old Fort
Big Aroyo
The Mounds
Iron Spring
Hole in Rock
Hole in Prairie
Gray's Ranche
Trinidad
Summit of Raton Pass
Red River
Vermejo Creek
Maxwell's
Ryado
Murray's
Apache Hill
Ocate Creek
Fort Union
Las Vegas
Tecojole
San Jose
Pecos
Pigeon's Ranche
Johnson's Ranche
Santa Fe

miles total
11
13 24

3 27
22 49
14 63
16 79

18 97
23 120
31 151

9 160
15 175
16 191

4 195
11 206
25 231
21 252

9 261
10 271
20 291
16 307

9 316
11 327

19 346
10 356
19 375
23 398

5 403
6 409

21 430
9 439

10 449
14 463
15 478
19 497

4 501
15 516
14 530
23 553
12 565
10 575

9 584
8 592
6 598

17 615
26 641
12 653
15 668
20 688

5 693
6 699

13 712
<J

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
(continued from page 1)

preservation and use should have
government guidance.

The new status was achieved by
an amendment to the National
Trails System Act of 1968, which
requires the Sec. of Interior and,
through him, the National Park
Service (NPS) to see that the
provisions of the act are fulfilled.
The NPS Southwest Regional
Office in Santa Fe will work with
advisory groups, complete the
planning, mark the Trail, and im
plement the other requirements of
the act.

The law requires an official
advisory council to be set up
withiil one year to provide advice
to the Sec. of Interior through the
NPS on Trail matters. This in
cludes selection of Trail routes
or rights-of-way, standards for
erection and maintenance of offi
cial Trail markers, and othermat
ters. Anyone may submit names of
nominees for the advisory council
to the NPS.

The NPS will make its recommen
dations to the Sec. of Interior,
who will appoint the council mem
bers. The council has to include
representatives from each federal
agency administering land along
the Trail, each state through
which the Trail passes, and
private organizations and land
owners which "have an establi
shed and recognized interest in
the trail."

The council cannot exceed 35
members, serving 2-year terms.
The Sec. of Interior will issue a
charter for the advisory council,
renewable at least annually for
ten years, atwhich time the coun
cil ends.

The council will offer advice to
the NPS on various Trail matters.
One of the first duties will be to
prepare an official map of the na
tional historic trail. Many maps
have been drawn, but there were
cutoffs and minor branches that
mayor may not be included in the
official route.
Th~ official map will contribute

to a mandatory "comprehensive
plan" for the management and use
of the Trail, which will also rely
on consultation with the council.
This plan must specify objectives
and practices to follow, identify
"all significant natural, histor
ical and cultural resources to be
preserved," provide details of any
anticipated cooperative agree
ments between the Interior Dept.
and other agencies or interests,
and the process to be followed in

-10-

marking the Trail.
An official Trail marker will be

of interest to many people. There
have been markers of various de
signs placed by the DAR and oth
ers. The law now requires a "un
iform marker, including thereon
an appropriate and distinctive
symbol" for the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail.

Other national scenic, historic,
and recreational trails across
America are marked with signs
having the same "uniform" shape,
a triangle with rounded, convex
sides. Within that shape, each
trail has a distinctive symbol.
The Oregon National Historic Trail
has a wagon wheel; the Mormon
Pioneer Natiotral Historic Trail
has a buffalo skull. The Santa Fe
National Historic Trail will have
its own symbol, too. The advisory
council will be involved in the
selection of that design.

While there has rightfully been
great rejoicing at the passage of
the bill, much remains to be done.
Only then will the intent of Con
gress be met to identify and pro
tect the historic route, its rem
nants and artifacts for public use
and enjoyment.

CALIFORNIA CLAIMS
END OF THE TRAIL

The city of El Monte, California
near Los Angeles claims to be the
real end of the Santa Fe Trail in
an application to the Department
of the Interior seeking inclusion
on the National Register of Histor
ic Places. The matter was the sub
ject of a recent LA Times news
story.

According to El Monte, the Old
Spanish Trail from New Mexico
across Utah to California was
really the western extension of
the Santa Fe Trail. Since some of
the city's founders came by that
route from Santa Fe in the 1850s,
El Monte, say local folks, de
serves recognition as the official
end of the Trail.

Trail scholars Jack D. Ritten
house and Marc Simmons, when
phoned by a Times reporter, both
expressed serious reservations
about the claim. There seems to
be little solid evidence that the
Old Spanish Trail was also refer
red to as the Santa Fe Trail.
Should any reader know of such
reference or have other informa
tion that would support the El
Monte claim, please write to Wil
liam J. Peters, President, Trail
Chemical Corp., 9904 Gidley St.,
El Monte, CA 91731. <J
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HELP WANTED Rodger Funk, RR 1, Garden City, KS
67846

Jane Gilsinger, 356 Yellow Pine Dr.,
Bailey, CO 80421

Clara L. Goodrich, 115 Kansas St.,
Larned, KS 67550

Dr. James Gould, 1424 Santa Fe
Trail, Trinidad, CO 81082

Linda GrUbb, P. O. Box 632, Holly,
CO 81047

Ernest E. Haecker, P. O. Box 187,
Wagon Mound, NM 87752

Anne Hamilton, 3911 NE 49th Ter
race, Kansas City, MO 64119

Margaret Harding, 321 South Reed,
Lyons, KS 67554

Charles C. Hawk, 1813 Orchard
Lane NE, Grand Rapids, MI49505

Norman D. Hinton, Sangamon State
Univ., Springfield, IL 62794-9243

Nolamae S.lce, P. O. Box 384, Holly,
CO 81047

Charles Judd, 605 Columbia, Coun
cil Grove, KS 66846

Florence Kloxin, P. O. Box 331,
Chase, KS 67524

William A. Krumme, Box 577, Fair
bury, NE 68352

Janet Le Compte, 19 Sixth St.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

William B. Lees, Kansas State His
torical Society, 120 West 10th
St., Topeka, KS 66612

Richard Louden, Box 8, Branson,
CO 81027

Jane Mallinson, Box 8604, Sugar
Creek, MO 64054

S. L. Margolis, Santa Fe House of
Books, P. O. Box 503, Santa Fe,
NM 87504-0503

Lorraine V. Mattocks, 103 E. San
Mateo, Santa Fe, NM 87501

John E. Mock, P. O. Box 3126, Boul
der, CO 80307

Ron R. Morgan, 9928 Cherokee
Lane, Leawood, KS 66206

Daniel D. Muldoon, RR 1,Box 1650,
Elgin, OK 73538-9716

Jean R. Padilla, 3009 Avenida
Codorniz, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Lois R. Pappas, 9302 Alhambra,
Shawnee Mission, KS 66207

Dr. William F. Peacock, 7750 S.
Broadway, Littleton, CO 80122

LeAnn Pimlott, 1424 Santa Fe Trail,
Trinidad, CO 81082

Helen Prater, Box 204, Council
Grove, KS 66846

Mrs. P. W. Prior, P. O. Box 911,
Alamosa, CO 81101

Carmen J. Promutico, P. O. Box
187, Wagon Mound, NM 87752

Leo F. Purinton, 2060 Wilder Dr.,
Redding, CA 96001

Mrs. Thomas A. Rhoda, 1605Quin
tero St .• Aurora, CO 80011

Jack D. Rittenhouse, P. O. Box
4422, Albuquerque, NM 87196
4422

Don D. Rowlison, P. O. Box 56, Stud
ley, KS 67759

Kent Ruth, 619 N. Broadway,
Geary, OK 73040

Curtis F. Schaafsma, Museum of
New Mexico, Box 2087, Santa
Fe, NM 87504-2087

C. L. Mike Schmidt, One Campbell
Centre, Dallas, TX 75206

Deanna M. Siemsen, 2163~Ave.G.
Wichita Falls, TX 76309

2105 Cottie Lane, Arlington, TX
76010

Shirley & Wilbur Goltermann, P. O.
Box 303, Cascade, CO 80807

Gutowsky's, 1418 Stonehenge Dr.,
Fort Collins, CO 80521

Paul & Mary Sue Hammons, 4712
NW 76th St., Oklahoma City, OK
73132

Ceborn & Martha E. Hanson, P. O.
Box 148, Cowdrey, CO 80434

Jon Hunner. 1570 Pacheco St.,
E-15, Santa Fe, NM 87501

Albert & June King, 1113 Douglas,
Las Vegas, NM 87701

Edwin C. & Dorothy C. Lyman,
20210 Village, No. 20, Camarillo,
CA 93010

Fred & Marsha Magley, H.C.I Box
43, Bird City, KS 67731

Jerry & Gwendol Martin, P. O. Box
266, Goodwell, OK 73939

Raymond E. McKinley, 3131 S. Holly
Place, Denver, CO 80222

Terry Percival, 2955 McClure #302,
Topeka, KS 66614

James S. & Fannie F. Pope, 227
Hyacinth Court, St. Louis, MO
63122

Marvin E. & Jacqueline R. Skinner,
P. O. Box 199, Council Grove, KS
66848

Raymond D. & Beverly Sloan, 11719
Greenbay Dr., Houston, TX
77024

Jack & Darlene Sniff, Star Route,
Hasty, CO 81044

Willis & Maxine Swayze, RR 1, Box
139A, Lost Springs, KS 66859

M/M Edward Swovelan, 1919
Adams, Lot 81, Topeka, KS
66607

Halsey & Mary Belle Wetmore, 309
Sunset Lane, Guymon,OK73942

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Curtis E. Anderson, Plaza de Retiro

#32, 700 Camino de la Placita,
Taos, NM 87571

James F. "Fred" Atkinson, 1713
Callejon Cordelia, Santa Fe, NM
87501

Rick Bauman, Box 186, Haven, KS
67543

S. A. Bennett, 1421 Monterey Dr.,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Fern Bessire, P. O. Box 906, Ulyss
es, KS 67880

Richard M. Bowman, 5006 N.
Spruce, Kansas City, MO 64119

Ellyn Brayson, 425 East 58th St..
New York, NY 10022

John H. Brichetto, 3615 Circle Lake
Dr., Knoxville, TN 37920

Dota C. Brown, 77-330 California
Dr., Palm Desert, CA 92260

Anne Carter, RR 1, Box 82, Center
ville, MO 64019

Walter E. Cox, 621 Nathan Circle,
Anchorage, AK 99518

Douglass K. Daniel, 8581 Holmes
#26, Kansas City, MO 64131

Irene Davis, RR 2, Box 200, Baldwin
City, KS 66006

Thomas A. Drake, 413 Grant Ave.,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Virginia Lee Fisher, Arrow Rock, MO
65320

Florice M. Frank, P. O. Box 421,
Yreka, CA 96097

Mike Pitel
Office: (505) 827-0312
Home: (505) 982-2704

This list includes memberships
received since the last issue up
to July 20, when total member
ships stood at 400; those
received after this printing will
appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the
editor. Corrections are needed for
the membership roster to be print
ed later this year. If you know of
people who may be interested in
the Council and are not on this
list, please urge them to join.
Everyone who joins in 1987 is a
charter member. We thank you for
your support.

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIPS

Daniel T. & Vicky M. Kipp, 121 E.
Pikes Peak, #221, Colorado
Springs, CO 80903

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Bob & Dorothy Allen, 5008 Canonci
to PI. NW, Albuquerque, NM
87120

Roger C. & Maurine S. Fletcher,

Paul F. Bentrup
Box 11

Deerfield, KS 67838

I am seeking any information on
a location along the Trail about
50 miles west of Fort Dodge known
as the Pawnee Forts, probably in
present Finney County, KS. There
are scattered references to this
location in Fort Dodge military
records, and it must have been a
well-known landmark on the
Trail.

I am seeking authentic informa
tion on New Mexico's Colfax Coun
ty War, the Santa Fe Ring, and the
Great New Mexico Cover Up which
probably includes the murder of
my grandfather, W. R. Morley. I
hope to terminate the century-old
cover up eventually. Assistance,
particularly from historians, will
be most welcome.

Norman Cleaveland
P. O. Box 4638

Santa Fe, NM 87502

I am seeking passengers to
share driving and expenses from
the Santa Fe area to the Hutchin
son Symposium: I will leave Santa
Fe the morning of September 23
and return from Hutchinson on
September 28. If interested,
please call.

INEW SFTC MEMBERS I
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Sherry C. Smith, P. O. Box 8340
Santa Fe, NM 87504-8340 '

Joseph W. Snell, Kansas State His
torical Society, 120 West 10th
St., Top~ka, KS 66612

Larry M. Southwick, 2682 Oak Hill
Dr., Allison Park, PA 15101

T. J. Sperry, RR 1, Box-103, Lar
ned, KS 67550

Trisha Stanton, 1842 Hopewell #B,
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Mary F. Stevens, 5140 Elm Grove
Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80911

Dr. George C. Stone, 644 Arnold Dr.,
Lyons, KS 67554

Hazel Stullken, Box 313 Lakin KS
67860 "

Wayne Sundberg, 2901 Greentree
Circle, Fort Collins, CO 80521

Jean Swartz, 3810 19th, Great
Bend, KS 67530

Constance L. Szczepanski, 8015 N.
54th St., Brown Deer, WI 53223

John H. Thornton, 1617 Glenellen
Dr., Garden City, KS 67846

Alan S. Tobin, P. O. Box 2595, Las
Vegas, NM 87701

Dr. ~illi~m E. Unrau, History Dept.,
Wichita State Univ. Wichita KS
67208 "

Maxine E. Vanderburg, 2821 Lewis
Dr., LaVerne, CA 91750

Jim Warner, 904 West 12th Lar-
ned, KS 67550 '

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be addresed to
the editor:

Leo E. Oliva
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
(913) 994-6253

All i':!quiries regarding mem
bership should be directed to
the secretary:

Ruth Olson
Santa Fe Trail Center
RR 3
Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-2054

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Every membership is to receive

all issues of Wagon Tracks print
ed during the year. If you have
not received all four issues, con
tact the editor. Additional copies
of back issues may be purchased
from the editor for a costof$1.00
per copy postpaid.

I TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and ac
tivity. Remember this is a Quarter
ly. The next issue should appear
in November, so send information
for December and later. Thank
you.------------Aug. 1, 1987: Baca/Bloom com-

f?lex, Trinidad, CO, 7:00 p.m.,
Popular Music and the Santa Fe

Trail" by Mark L. Gardner.
Aug. 5, 1987: Baca/Bloom com

/?Iex, Trinidad, CO, 7:45 p.m.,
Personal Reflections on the

Santa Fe Trail" by Marc Simmons.
Aug. 7, 1987: Baca/Bloom com

f?lex, Trinidad, CO, 7:45 p.m.,
Fort Union: Sentinel of the Santa

Fe Trail" by Dave Roberts.
Aug. 7-8, 1987: Bent's Old Fort

NHS, 35110Hwy 194E, La Junta
CO 81050, Bent Descendant~
Celebra tion. For farther informa
tion' contact Craig Moore at
above address.

Aug. 12, 1987: Baca/Bloom com
p,lex, Trinidad, CO, 7:00 p.m.,
Traveling the Santa Fe Trail: The

Modern-Day Adventures of Les
Vilda."

Aug. 13-15, 1987: Mountain Man
Trade Fair, Palace of the Gover
nors, Santa Fe. For further infor
mation call 1-800-338-6877 or
(505) 827-6474.

Aug. 15, 1987: Baca/Bloom com-

plex, Trinidad, CO, 7:00 p.m.,
"Accoutrements of the Trail: The
Gear of a Santa Fe Trader" by
Fred Dixon.

Aug. 19, 1987: Baca/Bloom com
plex, Trindad, CO, 7:45 p.m., "A
Distant Thunder: War Comes to
the Santa Fe Trail" by Bill
Gwaltney.

Aug. 27, 1987: Baca/Bloom com
f?lex, Trinidad, CO, 7:30 p.m.,
Brothers on the Trail: The Let

ters of E. J. and W. H. Glasgow"
by Mark L.Gardner.

Sept. 2-Oct. 1, 1987: Hutchinson
Public Library, Hutchinson KS
Smithsonian Traveling EXhibitio~
-"The Santa Fe Trail: Photo
graphs by Joan Myers."

Sept. 4-7,1987: Annual Santa-Cal
i-Gon Celebrption. Independence
Chamber of Commerce, P. O. Box
147, Independence, MO 64051.

Sept. ?' 1987: Wagon Mound, New
MeXICO, Bean Day Festival, with
parade at 9:30 a.m., free bar
becue lunch, and afternoon
rodeo. For further information
call (505) 666-2245. '

Sept. 24-27, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Symposium. Hutchinson Com
munity College, Hutchinson, KS.

Sept. 26-27, 1987: Santa Fe Trail
Re-enactment, Arrow Rock
State Historic Site, Arrow Rock
MO 65320. '

Oct. 24-Nov. 22, 1987:No Man's
Land Museum, Goodwell OK
Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition
-"The Santa Fe Trail: Photo
graphs by Joan Myers."

Nov. 8, 1987: Panhandle State
University, Goodwell, OK, public
lecture at the library auditorium
at 2:00 p.m. by Leo E. Oliva, "The
Santa Fe Trail as a Military Road."

FROM THE EDITOR
See you in Hutchinsonl

-Leo E. Oliva

Wagon Tracks
Santa Fe Trail Council
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
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